


BGA Conference 2007 

followed by the Annual 


Awards Ceremony &. Dinner 

Hellidon Lakes Hotel & Country Club, Daventry 


Saturday 1 0 March 2007 


Following the success of last year's conference, the 2007 event promises to be 
even more informative and entertaining. 

A full day of Seminars and keynote speakers. And it is FREE! 

Stay on for the BGAAwards Ceremony and Dinner in the evening. 

Excellent accommodation available at reasonable rates. 

Lunch (pre-booking required) - £15.50 for a hot and cold 3 course 

buffet, or £6.50 for rolls/sandwiches. 


Dinner £2B.50pp (or £19.99 for ages 25 and under) 


To pre-register, go to the BGA web page. 


For more inform tion and to book your tickets, call the BGA Office on 0116253 1051 
or email offie i]gliding.eo.uk. You can also book online at www.gliding.co.uk 

For accommod tion bookings, please contact Hellidon Lakes Hotel directly. 
el: 01327 262550, Fax: 01327 262559. 

See also their website: http: vww.marstonhotels.com/hotelslhellidon-Iakes-daventry-northamptonshirel 

http:www.gliding.co.uk
http:i]gliding.eo.uk


Guy Westgate, sponsored by glideraerobatics.com. 
practises towing inverted over Wort/ling before his 
first Farnborough Air Show: John Gowdy is flying the 
Extra 300L. If's Guys last season in the Fox. a Swift 
is on order. More photos on p34 (Peter Atkinson) 
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Expo in the City 

Keith Auchterlonie reports on 

one of gliding's bigges t ever 

promotions, where eight clulls 

joi ned with the BGA to take th e 

sport to the heart oi London 


Soaring Gibraltar 

Philip Sturley describes how 

an RAFGSA mini-expedition 

enabled him to add this unique 

site to his gliding logbook 


Proximity warning systems 

In the first of d series on electronic 
an ti-collision systems, Dickie 
Feakes offe rs a persona l overview 
of transponders, Flarm and ADS-B, 
while Richie Arnall and Simon 

. Waddell describe flying with Flarm 

A little bit of optimism 

Lasham pilot David Masson 
explains the meteorology and 
the psychology thaI lay behind 
his 845km flight in his LS6 
on Tuesday, July 11 this year 

What a day 

laurence Desmet tells us 
why he will always remember 
a very spec ial Wednesday 
at Wolds Gc, Pocklington 
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~ Development News 
How to improve your club's chances of funding 

W
OU LD you give money to a stranger? 
Silly question, rea lly. So the next is 
if you WE're a grant funder, who 

would you choose to award a grant to : a cl ub 
do ing il sport you had never hea rd of or one 
you knew omething about with a proven track 
record in succe sful proj ects? 

Did you know that the Directory of Social 
Cha nge has information about more than 
4,200 grant-making trusts w ith a totJI of over 
U.1 b illi on worth of grants to make each a 
yea r? A lthough each trust has strict, limiting 
criteri a, this money ex ists purely to be given 
aw ay and does not include any o f the 
European or gov rnment funding on offer. 

In the last 12 ya rs Ulster G ,a small cl ub 
with few er than 70 full mem bers, has secur d 
a to tal of n 74,000 from sev n gra nts, one of 
whi ch was from the Department o f Educa tion 
and another was an EC touri sm fund . They 
have r 'ce ntl y celebrated the se uring of 
£6 7,000 from Sports Council for NI l.o ttelY 
Fund (SCN ILF) to buy a new K-2 1 adapted fo r 
the disabled. Whilst the preva iling funding 
conditi ons in Northern Ireland represent some
th ing oi a spec ial situati on, their recently 
reti red secretJry, Tom Snoddy says that there 
are va luable les; ons to shJre w ith other clubs . 

Tom maintains there are J number of key 
aCliviti ' s Ihat a club should undt' rtake if it is to 
successfull y extrac t quantiti es of money from 
the publi c pu rse: networking; demonstrating 

Dates for your diary 
UK Nationals 
Overseas Championships TBA 21st May · 1st June 

15 Metre Class Tibenham 23rd June · 1st July 

18 Metre Class Hus Bos 7th · 15th July 

Standard Class Pocklington 21st · 29th July 

Club Class Nallonals Lasham 4th · 12th August 

Open Class Nationals Lasham 4th · 12th August 

Junior Championships T,benham 181h . 26th August 

CAA Safety Evenings 
AN updated list of dates and venues lor this winter's 
series of Civil Aviation Authority safety evenings is at 
wwwcaa.co.ukldefault.aspx?categoryid=224&pagetype=69 

As always, everyone involved in GA in the area is 
invited and strongly encouraged to attend these 
evenings, which are relevant to all forms of GA no 
matter what the host organisation. Most are free. 

New venue - BGA AGM and Conference 
DONT MISS the 2007 BGA AGM and Conference at 
Hellidon Lakes Hotel and Country Club, Davenlry, on 
Saturday. March 10. For more information, see the 
advert on the inside front cover of this issue of S&G. 

Royal Aero Club Awards Ceremony 
THE annual Royal Aero Club Awards Ceremony will 
take place at 7.30pm on October 4 at the RAF Club in 
Piccadilly. Tickets, priced £35, are available from the 
RAeC Secretary (secretary@royalaeroclub.org). 
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good admini strati on and accountahili ty; and 
th at your gliding club is already success ful. 
Networking: This is v ital if gliding is to be able 
to punch above its w eight at the funding table. 
There is a who le development community 
loca l to your gliding club covering funding .:I nc! 
th e voluntary and sports sectors. This is the 
arena where you can improve contacts with 
branches o f central government, loca l counc ils 
and a va riety oj quangos invo lved in sport. 
These bodies generally have funds to di stribute 
and you w ill find th at it's J small world. 
Cruciall y, every region has a Sports Fed rati on 
and regional Sports Counc il structure that can 
be accessed via YOLII· local council Sports 
Deve lopment O ffi cer. U lster GC ensures thai it 
attends meetings, seminars and courses run hy 
the Sports Coullc il fo r Northern Ire lM!'1 ,{ I by 
convening th > airsporl. group iL hd" scat on 
the Executi ve of the Northern Ireldlld Sports 
Forull1 . 
Demonstrating good administration and 
accountability: Thi s is abo ut having clea r <l nd 
transparent administraliv procedures such as 
audited accounts, a proper constitution ensur
ing that funds cannot be passed to indiv iduals 
and clea r statements dbout officer duti es. 
It is about publi shing your club's po lic ies on 
matters such as Hea lth and Safety, Child 
Protection, Equality and the like. It is also 
clbout showing your records of devel opment to 
date, which brings me on to .. . 

Demonstrating that gliding and your club are 
already successful: \iVe have three current 
world champions ! Your cl ub h.:ls been run for 
donkey's yea rs - almost certainl y by vo lunteers 
- nd has a track record in training people (o f 
all ages and backgrounds) to pilo t an aero
pl cllle all by themse lves (wow! ). Your cl ub is 
likely Lo have overcome mdjor constrainlS or 
setbacks. Think about your successes and 
remember that money fo ll ows success .:I nd is 
unlikely to go to a whinging bunch of strangers 
who are complaining about having a hard 
time. The vo luntary sector i; d hard s 'cto r t 
operate in _. everyone struggles. That is why 
funders have to be so very c;i reful whom they 
give to. 

Tom has kindly supplied us a reference copy 
of U lster CC's latest success ful bid. The BCA 
Funding GlIide has been re-written. It now 
pl <1ces focus un devising important projects in 
such a way th ilt they arc attractive to po tential 
funders. In addition, there is a two-page guide 
on w\vw.gliding.co. lIk to accessing funding. 
The BGA Development Committee is available 
to offer advice and support. There is no doubt 
thai this is cl long, tough PJth to fo ll ow, but fo r 
those w illing to appl y themselves to the task, 
the rewards are there to be reaped. 

Alison Randle 

BCA Development Officer 

alisoM''g/iding.co.uk 

RAFGSA 
welcomes 
its friends 
from Chile 

OVER the past decade, the Chilean Air Force and the RAF have developed a very strong relationship. As you will 

have read in prevIous S&Gs. an exchange enables five RAFGSA members to fly in the Andes, at up to 25,000ft, 

while members of the Chilean Air Force experience the delights of gliding in the UK without a mountain in sight I 

For 2006, the Chileans· second visit, tlJe RAFGSA hosted an eight-day stay at RAF Halton and RAF Wit/ering. 

Pictured from left at RAF Halton are: Martyn Pike. Dave Chappell, Colin Mcinnes. Alejandro Chanes, Jon Arnold, 

Phil Sturley (RAFGSA President). Eduardo Pena. Dave Fidler (RAFGSA Chairman), ClaudiO Avendano and Arturo 

Diez. The visitors managed more than 75hrs airborne in excellent weather in late June/early July (Peter Kingwill) 

Treasurers, please 
join your chairman 
BGA Club Chairmen's Conference; Saturday, 
October 28; Kegworth, leicestershire 

THIS yea r th e conference is moving to allow 
for larger numbers of d~. l ega tes. In addit ion to 
the usual programme focusing Oil management 
issues and current " hot " topi CS, there w ill be 
separate sessions for club treasurers. If club 
chairmen helve Ilo t ye t received th eir inv itati on 
pack, pl eJse cOlltact Debbi e' Ca rr at th (' BGA 
o ffi ce or email cJebbie!l!lgliriing.co. uk 

Ai rport security 
I H[ Eurorl'ml I{) rl i;)mcnl is proposing Il l'W regu ldtj() l1 ~ 

"on (~UfllrnOn rule"- in the fi d el of civi l aviation s(·curi ty" 

requi ri ng stric t 5ct,; urily at <111 : ;' irporlS (defined as <H1Y 

;)fe.t ~pet' i {l lI )' adC1pl('d for Ihe l.lIlt iing, I.lking-{Jl"f alld 

Jl1;)noell \ frCS of aircraft); airfields, incfuding unlicl'll s-ed 

iiplds; i i1 rlll sirips ,\/lei thl' l ike. What·s 1110re, all p i lois 

J ild t ra j Il P(,~ for pilol li«'11 .f'S lor /'l1otorisC'd ;lircfail 

would b,' suhlc'ci to uniiorm I,ackgrouncl cheCks, 10 I,,· 

repedted al regulc:n intervals. f urop(-' Air Sports is r ili ~ i ng 

il s members' concerns at Europmn level about the 

impa( t tilDe plans wou ld h,w(' O il C:\, while in the U K 

the Gi\ I\lIi allce i> lobbying at 11,1I io",,1 lev('1. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Mode S: the story so far 


THE exact number of responses to the 
Civil Aviation Authority Mode S 
consuit,ltion had not been formally 

released as this issue of S&C went to press, 
but it's clear from figures revealed b)' the 
CAA earlier that glider pilots have been 
at th e forefront of fighting the plans. By mid
August, nearl y half the responses rece ived by 
the CAA were from the gliding community. 

S&C's request for final totals for the 
consultation, which closed on Tuesday, 
August 29, was declined by the CAA on 
Thursday, September 7. 

A CAA spokesperson said: "The response 
has been significant, as we would expect 
from a consultation that is significant Jnd 
that w e promoted so extensiv II'. 

" The consultation only finished at the end 
of last week and DAP Ithe Directorate of 
Airspace Policyl want to go through the 
responses carefully and make sure they have 
collated everything from the web, mail , etc, 
before we go publi c on any figures just to 
m ake sure the numbers we do give out are 
100 per ce nt accurate". 

H e added that the average response to 
o ther recent CAA consultations has b en 
fewer than 20, while the controversial 
"costs and charges" consultation - one 
of the larger Cen ral Aviati o n-oriented 
rE- views - attracted 219 responses. 

Industry sources suggest that the Mode S 
response could be significantly more than 
t n times that latter figure. 

Previously, the CAA revea led that about 
900 replies had already been received by 
mid-August, of which roughly 400 were from 
glider pilots. Of the slllall businesses that had 
replied, they added, three-quarters said they 
would be adversely affected and a quarter 
indicated that they would go out of business 
if the CAA proposals - to require all a ircraft 
to ca rry " 'Iocle S transponders in all UK 
airspace - were ado!Jted . 

A project team of BeA volunteers and staff 
worked hard over the summer to ensure that 
glider pilots were adequately informed as the 

... and other current regulatory activity 

BGA SI"ff d lHI VOhUl IP('rs Lire also wmking Of! a numb'-'r or other 

r1J lion:J I aod I IJfnjll;i'11l cOIl!>u it :ll ioll "', which do nut «'q uirt:' 

inu ividliL11 !"C''''POflSe:. .1 1 ,h i, ... L tgp. n 11'Y in( luck·: 

EASA NPA (Noti<.:e of Proposed Amendml'nt) 1412006, <lhout thl. 

tegll l..lUun uf GA. Th i ~ i ... (II the ulmost i nlporl~llKc I()r the future 

o f glidi ng •. 1::' II :'UflHl1Jr i 5e5 I hL' In() jlo':),11:, rllN k: hy th(' 1'v\!)MOJl 

workln~ grullp for bf' rt l'r regul.lllo ll (If light dv i.ltion. 111(· p.llx'r is 

;11 : www.<...JSJ.CI../ .intihoIJlelnll_J.1f).l_ <·Il.!JlnJ!. 

1· ,light Aviation Airports Study Group \I ,'ASCI w.... .., iO!illt..'d in 

200 5 ;)nd invited 10 f('vicw (11(' U~t.' o( Ii <.en~ed , u:: r()dromc~ ~l..S 

rL<{}uirerl h)' Ill(' j\ ~O. Tht' group h.b now rcu lflllllt"'ncled (1 j .1 

revlf'w/pussiIJrc, rev ision 01 I\rl iclc 12() oj [he r\ :'\j( ), t.l king into 

;tf;cllu nt IJlI ('rni) l i f '1I 1,~ 1 SI,H1d.lrrlS. f uropl? 111 Kt'C]llirl 'fru..'llh ,11 1(1 il ~ 

highly damaging nature of the proposals 
offit:ially known as: "Amendment of The Air 
Navigation Order 2005 For The Purpose f 
Improving The Technical Interoperability O f 
All Aircraft In UK Airspace" - be ame c learer. 

The BCA's own response, detailing both 
its cont:erns about the consultation process 
itself anel about the threat that implem enting 
these proposals poses to UK gliding, is at: 
WWW.iI.idillg.co.uk/biiaillfiJIail.spacC./lr..ll1sponders.him 

Meanwhile, the BCA Executive Committee 
at its September meeting agreed a number 
of actions that ,He designed to ensure that 
associ<lted SCA concerns continue to be 
carried through at the appropriate level. 

At the time of writing, BCA club ch airmen 
were clue to receive a le tter describing the 
BCA posi tion and expl aining how further 
response by clubs may b required in future . 

The CAA's proposals can be found at 
www. c.la.co.uk (click on "A irspace Policy" then 
"DAP consultation exercises" ). If you arc not 
already familiar with the issues, please do 
at least read the BCA response and check 
Ivww.gliding.co.uk regularly. This is just the end 
of the beginning of this particular story. 

Els wherE.' in Ih is issue: 

For Ih fl A h;l irm;II1's persl-'CClive on ,y,,,,Je 5, see pl 0 
["or an oVl'Jv iew of pruximity \varni ng systcrns, S . p2U 

For 1\\'0 persona l J C ounl!. of fl yi ng with /-I""m, see pn 

Standing room only at Lasham (see p 10) 

uw n finding"; 12J Ilhl' III(' CAA (\(·\'{'Iop jlropo~.ll lor .llt l!Olltllv('1j tu 

the p~~nt n·ljuifCJl"I(..'.11 1 lor (lying Ir.l inin: 10 be COnd lJUCcl J t a 

l ict.'I'\S(,."\{_1 Jf'rndrnrnc .lnd ~.U ~U~l l ·d lh,lt l i(En~i flg ("rilf'rld I()( 

RrSC'll l &- Fin ' S('rvi! es 1)(' f{'vicwcci. Ti' r r ~' SI.llt:r. I3GA [c.:pr(JoC;ffl tdlivL' 

0 1' LAASC. &l\f~ the fl't.fl lllm";:r'l(kuinn'" an' ,1 :, i~IH fj l.~Hlt l ibl'rallScll inn 

nf 111 curn::nt po IHol1. The CAA c{) fl~uILl tioll 0" IhNTl dCbl.·" un 

(')( tober 1,. LAA5C"<;' reporl is ,It IVWW.C:1.I. LU.U ·/1~1iJ.Sp 

EASA NPA 0612006, fI'gdlding 1t..,,}:u l.Jli("H1 o f ;) iri if"l ds Ul 1dL'1 the title 

·BJsic prinCiples dud r st'fl ll .lI l'qu tremCll l'" lor tl l~ ~;)f ~y .i1 nd 

Inleropei.lhdi l}( Rt:HU1411 ivn ur ,\ erud H)Il1C ,)1I l,eek~ III inn ·ase ..;Inc! 

t'orm,d i..,e the level 01 H.'gulJlion (,lnd bv imJ1 ' ic~Hiun <;aICl , 0 11 ,III 

'liri idds. Consul!;ninn d(J~D III) Ortnht;'f 1(, . EASA NPA 0912006 

.lhout Pcrmih [0 rty j<;. .11 \\,W IV.( ·~ ')< ). C'lJ, inl/JJum(,/J/JLllp"_<.!IJ.lJUnl 

<lOti LiuSD on OLl ()b~r .J . 

A NEW version (Edition 32a) of the 1 :500.000 
Southern England and Wales chart was published on 
August 31 . This coincided with the significant 
changes being brought about by the introduction of 
the new Bristol/Cardiff Class D airspace, which came 
into effect then. The Letter of Agreement between the 
BGA and NATS Bristol. which defines 
the permitted areas of operation for gliders is now 
available for download from the BGA website at 
www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo/airspacelbristol·loa.pdf 

STEVE Fossett and Einar Enevoldson have claimed 
a new world absolute altitude record of 15,447m 
(50,671 ft) . The claim, if ratified. will beat the previous 
record of 14,938m set in 1986 by 1,662ft (507m) . 
The flight took place on August 29 at EI Calafate in 
Argentina. See www.perlanprojecl.com 

THE Soaring Society of America is communicating 
with its members about financial problems described 
by C. Dianne Black·Nixon. SSA Board Chairman. as 
"clearly the single most serious challenge the Society 
has faced in its 75 year history". SSA members can 
find out more by logging in at www.ssa.org 

THE closing date for nominations from BGA clubs for 
the Ann Welch Memorial Award is October 31. An 
application form and details are at 
WWW.glfding.co.l1k1bgamfoidocumenls/annwelcl7awardf.pdf. 

The award is open to those whose activity has made 
a significant contribution to education and train ing in 
gliding. hang-gliding and paragliding and microlight 
aviation. This will normally be in flying Inslruction but. 
exceptionally. may include associated subjects such 
as navigation and meteorology. 

THE NTSB's preliminary report into a collision in 
August between a Hawker 800XP transport airplane 
and an ASW 27-18 glider. near Minden, Nevada. is at 
www.ntsb.goviNTS8Jbriel.asp?ev 1<J,020060906XO 1297 &key. 2 

It reports that the glider was equipped with GPS and 
a transponder but the pilot did not turn them on. 
The NTSB - the US Government's National 
Transportation Safety Board - advises that all its 
preliminary reports are subject to change. 

THE BGA has received a request from Manton. near 
Marlborough. asking if gliders would try to avoid land· 
ing on this microlight strip. The planning permission 
that Manton have for the field does not extend to 
glider movements and they have some neighbours 
complaining. resulting in the local council serving 
enforcement. You should also be aware that at 
Finmere. near Buckingham, the microlight operation 
there has also advised the BGA that the strip does 
not have permission from the landowner for glider 
movements. 

THE old Scheibe Flugzeugbau GmbH at Dachau has 
been closed since mid·May. All the rights. customer 
support. parts and draWings for Scheibe's 'wood and 
steel tube' gliders and motorgliders have been taken 
over by the new Scheibe Aircraft GmbH at Heubach, 
east of Stuttgart, which IS continuing Falke (tug) 
motorglider production . See www.sclJeibe·alrcraft.de 

The winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for August 
2006 was K Balcombe (£33.50). with runners·up 
D Shepherd and P Arthur (each £16.75). 

October '- November 2006 5 
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Your letters 

Flights of a lifetime 
FOLLOWING your articl in February-March 
200f) on gliding in Ca nada (Prairies and 
mountains, p32) I contacted three sites that 
we could visit on our trip from Winnipeg 
to Vancouver over a three-week period. 

Our first stop was Black Diamond on the 
eastern side of the Rockies, super spot, 
greal people, made us very welcome, only 
problem was the next day we had snow 
followed by rain, which was forecast to last 
for at least three days, so we had to move 
on. The nex t airfield on our route was 
Invermer in the Columbiil valley, and what 
a spot! It ticked illl Ihe boxes 'lIld more. 
The scenery was iilntastic, everybody was 
50 friendly, the accommodation was superb 
and there wa s an abundance of wildlife. 

I have only my Bronz and cross-country 
endorsement so I flew ior two days th I' 

with CFI Trevor Florence in his Duo (gre t 
guy). The first dely we did l lOkm ridge flying 
between Golden and Fairmont at an average 
speed of 99km/h. I had previously flown in 
the Pyrenees but this was on a different 
scale. The vitwS were very spe ia l and the 
lift felntasti c! On the seconu day th cloud
base was just a little higher, which gave us 
enough altitude to cross Ihe Columbi, valley 
and fly west into the Purcell range. We flew 
approximately 40km inLo the range and SJW 
th e most fJntJstic glaciers and mountain 
pea ks. We went to12,500ft (airfield 
elevation 2,820it). In these ;lreas you always 
had to be mindful of escape routes back to 
the valley, as landing out was not In option! 
All flights are logger! on the "online contest" 
and can be reviewed at a later d,lle back 
home (see www.soartherocki ·s. com). 

The views I saw during those two days will 
be with me for ever and of course were only 
made possible through the sport of gliding. 
Also, had we not planned our trip to inc lude 
the airfields we would most probably not 
have visited the Columbia valley and in 50 

doing mis. I'd what we concluded to be one 
of the highl ights of our trip, gl iding JparL. 

We did visit our third field option, which 
was Pemberton. Again super location and a 
very friendly group but we ould not stop to 
ily due to time restraints. 

We had a great timE' in Ca nadil and would 
recommend the Columbia va lley for a com
plet.e experience. 
Martin lawson, via email 

Going even further 
ANTHONY Edwards, "The Arm-Chair Pilot", 
is correct in that the theory behind the 
MacCrea<iy ring solution was known before 
Paul M c .rt'ady invented the ring (Coing 
further dnd faster, August-Septemher 2006, 
p7). But there is ZIt least one 'ource from 
much earlier than 1947. This peed-to-ily 
theory was described in Hanrlbuch des 
Segeltliegens by Wolf Hirth, published in 
several editions 1938-1942 . Father of the 
speed-to fly theory wa ' vVolfgang Spate, 
who used his knowledge to win the Rhbn 
competit ion in 1938 in a DFS Reiher. 

An S& G article earlier 

this year prompted 

Martin Lawson, of Essex 

& Suffolk Gliding Club, 

to take to the Canadian 

skies - and as his photo 

shows, he was thrilled 

by the great flying and 

the magnificent scenery. 

On a bigger scale than 

Spain, he says. See 

Flights of a lifetime, left 

According to an art icle in Aerokllrier many 
years ago, there WJS much cloud-flying with 
strong climb rates during the contest, and 
Spate's contenders were sUI"[ ris(,'d to see him 
plunge along at lS0km/h between the 
clouds while they were flying at best LID. 
Spate used a table showing speed to fl y for 
the different limb r< tes. It interesting that 
many top pilots today recommend using il 
more or less fixed speed for il certain climb 
value, like Spate did in 1938, instead of 
chelsing the value shown on th t) MacCready 
ring (or the glide computer) when flying 
through lift Jnd sink. 

Sy the way, The Ann-Chair Pilot wrote an 
interesting article named: A stochJstic cr055

country in S&G sometime in the 19605. 
Although that article does not provide any 
useful numbers for speed to fly, it shows very 
clearly that it is useful to fly slightly slower 
than the M clCCready ring tells (or use a 
slightly lower setting than the actuill climb 
rate), because the cross-country speed is 
nearly the samt" but th e probability to find J 

good thernlal in reases quite a lot. 
I have been surprised that this work by 

The Arm-Chair Pilot has not been referred to 
in Jny literature I have read, except for a 
translJtion into Swedish by Yngve Axner 
that appeared in KSAK-nytt (at that time the 
official maga z.ine of the Royal Swedish 
Aeroclub) after it was publishe.d by S&c. 
Ake Pettersson, HANINGE, Sweden 

Winch driver shortage 
OU R tug has needed some work over the 
last few weeks, mainly undercarriage 
refurbishment and new bungees fitted, 
and this has forced us to make more use of 
the winch. We are thinking of making it 
mandatory for solo pilots to have to learn to 
drive the winch, CIS we have a distinct lack of 
members who are willing/able to drive the 
winch at the moment. (But n 1< ck of pilots 
waiting at th ' launchpoint to be launched, of 
course!) I d n't expect we are any different 
from mil ily other clubs, and if any members 
from other clubs have any suggestions how 
to solve the problem, please reply (A re.J I, 
back-to-basics glidi ng problem, and a good 
article for S&C, perhaps?) 

I think the basic problem is the fundJmental 
difference between aerotowing and winching. 
On the one hand you have someone who 
doesn't want to get stuck driving the winch 
for most of the clay (and who can blame 
them, speaki ng as someone who has been 
a winch driver for the last 30 YC<Jrs or so), 
and th e fact thJt winching is more labour 
intensive than aerotowing, and takes a lot 
longer to et up: checking two 1,1 OO-metre 
cables for crimps that may need redoing, 
and maybe having to repOSition the winch 
during the day as the wincl changes, and 
dea ling with cable bre.a ks anu horrendous 
cable snarl-ups <It the winch after ,1 pilot 
pulls off uncler tension Jnd throws a loop 
down the cable, usually cu lminating in a 
pile of tangled cable, and so on, ancl so on ... 

Don 't get me wrong. Sometimes driving 
the winch ca n be very rewJrding. When you 
see the pilot you h<we just launched scratch 
away from 1,OOOf!, after you have given 
them whJt you consider a good launch 
(a t a quarter of the pri ce of an aerotowl. 

And sometimes at the end of the day 
someone wi II come up to you and thank 
you for their Ie un h. Usually the ones thJt 
lllanJge to stay up. 

Aerotowing is so much simpler ali round. 
Only one tug pilot is needed to get the 
show on the road (or off the ground would 
probably be more apt). Usually the tuggie is 
reasonably happy, as he is actuall y flying 
whilst towing the gliders, whereas the winch 
driver is sitting' stewing on the winch won
dering why there has been no Jctivity at the 
launch point for the last half hour or so 
(I bet that rings a bell with a 101 of winch 
drivers?) Also, of course, when the tug pilot 
wants a reli ef or wants to fly in his/her own 
glider there is usually no shortage of relief 
tug pilots ready to take over (try getting some 
of them out of the tug! ). 

Most club members arc of course grateful 
for those who launch them, especially one in 
a rug who ca n take them exactly to where 
the lift is, whereas the poor old winch driver 
is J kilometre away ,lt the other end of the 
field, and usually comp letely forgotten about 
(out of sight, out of mind). He gets blJ med 
for poor launches, even when it's part ly the 
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Skylark modspilot 's own fault, and even gets blamed 
when the pil ot finds no lift in the area that 
the winch lilunch t< kes him to. Which, oi 
course, is illways the same plilce, regarcil ess 
of where the lift actually is! . 

I'll also bet that the following is something 
that most winch driver can relilte to. 

You've just spent long stint driving the 
winch, getting your usu al ' iix ' by brea thing 
in il ll those exhilust fumes, and consoling 
yourself with the thought that you mily g t 
a nice evening thermal fli ght at the end of 
the day (after going to thelubhouse and 
washing all the oil and dirt off yourself). 
The rad io crJckles into life with th message 
that " they" h,lVe finished fl ying for th e day, 
and Jre flying th e gliders in, and cou ld you 
pleJ e p, ck th e winch up and put it away? 
THANK YOU! 
Colin Weyman, via email 

Political ploy on transponders? 
THERE will no doubt be a storm of protest 
over the CANs proposJI to make Mode 5 
transponders compulsory in illl classes of 
<l irspace and for all aeriill vehicles, as this 
would presumably apply not only to training 
gliders ilnd tugs, but also to paragliders and 
microlights. However, the General Aviiltion 
movement should beware that thi s may be 
a politica l ploy, as often used by co uncil 
planners, Government departments and 
many other legislative bodies . 

The scenario is JS follows: 
1 . Legislative body wishes to introduce 

controversial poli cy 

2. Leg isl at ive body publicl y prnposes d 


totally outrageous poli cy fill' in excess of 

th eir reil l intent. 

:1 . Storm of prole t ensues over the proposal. 

4. Legislative body graciously redu ces their 

proposal bil ck to exactly the level they 

originally intended. 

5. Protesters back down beli ev ing they have 

achieved a greJI' vi ctory. 

6. Prohibitive legisl ;J tion is introduced with 

the bl ess ing of all involveo. 


As a ll1ovement, I therefore believe we 
must continue to objeci 10 the intruduction 
of transponders under any circumst<1ncps. 
Sid Smith, via email 

October - November 2006 

The Skylark 2c at its 


home in North Wales. 


See Skylark mods, 


below, for more on this 


unique sailplane 


IT WilS goud to se Tony Cummins getting i1 

menlion in th e North \l\Iales club news (June
Jul y 2006, p581 for the splenciid restoration 
he made of the Skylark 2c. May I make a 
few corrections to the report? The glider was 
bought as il standard Skylark 2 by an eight
man syndicate, which included a number of 
notable pilots such as Keith Turner and John 
Cochrane as well as Denis Corrick. 

The idea of modifying the glider camE' 
from Denis, ilnd he did all the design work. 
The actual modifi ca ti on was done by Denis 
Jnci Ted Chubb vvith moral support from 
Gordon Fi sher and myself. SI i ngsby was not 
involved, apart from being kept informed, 
though he did give us the des ignation 2c. 
When the job was done he took a multitude 
of photographs of the glider from all Jngles 
and we believed that some of th e ideas were 
incorporated into the Skylark4 ilnd the Dart. 
Ken Brown, via email 

New heights 
AS A recent convert to gliding I appreciate 
the joys of the sport and the skills of the 
glider pilots. 

My first flight was just over three weeks 
<1go, on a warm and sunny evening at 
Booker Gliding Centre, Wycombe Air Park. 
The exh i 1<11' ation at take-off was equa Il y 
matched by th e sheer jo), of gliding some 
3,000ft in the air. The feelings of peace and 
qUiE,1 an barely be described. 

My instructor WilS a c lass act; she handled 
the glider expertly Jnd put me totall y at 
ease. I WJS confident enough to take th e 
stick to do a slow turn to the right and left 
ilS we ll as perform speed control to make the 
glider go filsler Jnd slower. 

My second fli ght just last w eek was 
thrilling and I experienced a 360 0 loop. 
What a rush! I would recommend gliding 
- it's grea t fun. 
Ade Adenij i, via email 

[ ,_ ,~d "'"," (mo.'" ,,'P"""Q'''''', " "" ]
editor at editor@sailplaneandgtiding.co.uk or the 

address on p3. including your full contact details. I 
Deadline for the next issue is October 17 

~ Safety 

A great talk 

for your club 


KEVIN M oloney, the Chairman of the 
BC~A Safety CommitteC', delivered hi s 
Satety Presentation to il packed 

Southdown clubhouse on February 4, 2006. 
The aucli ence includeci welcome guests from 
Kenley and Lee-an-Sol en!. 

Kev in, a former army helicopter pil ot and 
gliding CFI, em ployed his c lear and for .eful 
style of del ivery 10 good effect to put over his 
message with the aid of photograph s, slides, 
video clips, <1nimati ons Jnd commentary, 
thus holding the attention of ,1n audience 
with widely differing leve ls of experi ence. 

The wis(' Jnd, sometimes sobering, Jdvic 
ilnd informiHion in his excellent tillk was 
indeed Ihought-provoking. He covered mat
ters such as pil ot currency, competence and 
confidence; self awareness and experi ence. 
Safe conduct of a fI ight depencis on such 
aspects and includes preparation, care, 
effective lookout , inadvertent stilil /spin 
avoidance, careful fi elcl selection, the ab ility 
to land in the chosen pl ilce (!) and ongoing 
analys is of one's own performance. 

Winch safety was discussed in som(' 
detail . In particular the need 10 release 
immediJtely if a wing touches the ground, 
avoid rapid rotiltion and be thoroughly 
fJmiliar with the BGA Winch SJfety lea fl et 
and advice in the BCA Instructors' Manual. 
Safe <1crotowing, whilst perhaps easier to 
achieve, nevertheless held some dangers. 
Avoid becoming high out of position, 
espec ially in ,1 " zoom" anci be aware of the 
lateral upset scenario. 

EiHly recognition of the approaching stall 
or spin is vital and it is recommended that 
pilots become thoroughl y familiar with the 
furlher stJlling and spinning exercises, all 
detailed in Ihe instructors' mJnuJI. 

Above illl , perhaps, Kevin stressed the 
absolute need for continual , thorough look
out. He describecl the relati9nship between 
Ihe eye dnd the brain , Jnd its limitations. 
(The bra in can be very selective in what 
it accepts irom the eye! ). To be safe, pilots 
must understand these limita tions and 
develop an effective scan. Thi s needs 
prilcticc and pers istence. The video whi ch 
demonstrdted how easy it is NOT to sec 
il glider ilpproJching heild on until it is too 
late Wil Sespeciall y worrying. 

I f you hJve not yet had the priv i lege of 
<lttending one of Kevin 's sa fety presentations 
I trongly recommend you take th e troub le 
to do so, when the next s ' ri ·~s of club isits 
takes plav. Thi s could be one of th best 
investments in time you will ever make' 
Dick Dixon, Southdown GC 

To book a free 8CA Safety Presentation (or 
yOllr club contac t Kevin vi d the BGA Office 
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THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 
p~ 

For more than 70 years our members 

have been enjoying one of the best 


Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 

Scotland 


Why not join us and see for yourself 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training Courses for 2006 


Clubhouse accommodation, caravon and camping space 
must be booked In advance 

Call us an 01 592 840543 
The Scottish Gliding Cenlre 


Portmoak Alrlielcl, Scollandwell KY 13 9JJ 

Web hHp://WWW.SCOHishglidingcenlre.co.uk 


email: office@scottishglidingfentre.co.uk 


GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL,Winter and Smiths Instruments 

repaired and overhauled. 


Contact us with your requirements. 


Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 

Shobdon 


Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9LX 


Tel: 01568 708 368 


~

See You Mobile v2.7 £149 
, ~ See You v3.5 £92 

:::l 
Probably the best POA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

- Try it today ~ Supplied on 3 CDs with world wide 
topo and satellite mapping. Now withQ) 

en 
downloading for EW flight recorders. 

Q) See You was used to score the 2005 
Open Nationals, Junior Nat ionals and 5 
regional compet itions L-

UK Service Centre for the 

repair and upgrade of all
~ Cambridge Iinstruments 


BGA and IGC Approved Calibration Centre 

for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 


£15 + £6 return post 


Dickie Feakes 

Bicester Aviation Services 


11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester 0)(26 SOW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

~~~ 
/' SouthernSoaring 

OMARAMA NEW HAlANC 

THE NEW W VE IN GLIDING••• 

A new operation offering a complete 


gliding package for all levels. 


Structured or casual courses, 


huge glider fleet, stunning scenery, 


discounts on all types of 


accommodation and a unique, 


friendly Kiwi atmosphere 


www.soaring.co.nz 


~ PFT - HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
• 	 NPPL Caurses - SLMG & SSEP 
• 	 Courses for Glider Pilot's 

from £890 

• 	 RT Courses & Test Centre 
• 	 Ground Study W/E Courses 
• 	 Motor Glider Hire - £52ph 
• 	 C150 Hire - from £90ph 
Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 

Less than 1 hour from London or Birmingham - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tiscali.co.uk 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM-c- )+ 
Cl.EVER BOX · .'1 0 SYSTEM 

~ 
Oft' · 

EnIP· .. • Wi-T .. TEMP 


2" ,,- eYUJO 

,,, "...AAvtRAOl . , . 
AlF I HER .. , , ,LO 

I , • .OTTfUR (W300 LONG LIfE RELEASE (LEVER BOX VARIO I
£239 	 £299 

+ New Instruments: Expanded Scale ASI's PZL0·1 40kts £184, Winter O· I60kts £1 84, Winter O· 200kts £184, PZL Zero Reset Varias, Ring & Flask 57mm or 80mm £219, LunikMini T/S 229, GDI Mini T /5 
£229, Sensitive Altimeter 80mm £137'£139, PZL Altimeter £ I 09, Miniature 57mm Winter Altimeter £399, Mini Accelerometer £159, Pedestal Compass or Panel Compass £49, Verticdl Cord Compa'ss £139. + 
Surplus Tested Instrumenis: Ferranti Horizons with new Solid State Inverter Mk 6 £329, Mk 141CoIoured Display) £389, Mk 32 (Coloured display) £449, Mk 31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Boll) 

£489, 57mm Mini T/ S £229, 80mm T /5 £114, Smith Mk 20 Altimeter (6 o'clock knob) £1 14, Mini Accelerometers £99. + Radios: Delcom 9CJJ Panel Mount £249, Delcom Hond Held £216.90, ICOM A3E£259, 
Glider Bo~ery Charger £19.90, New Horizon Inverters 12v· 115v/400hz, or 12v·24v OC, £1 19 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Relea5eS: New OriginalOM Series £199, ON Series long life Ailernotive for Modem 

G(ider, - Aero Tow CW400 Series £1 79, Cof G CW300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, CW Series £99, Spring kits available all series. "Ottfur" launch safety weakli nk carrier. £9.50. 

(AIR Aviation Ltd. Sleephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342712684 Fax: 01342717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in·depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

0044 (0}1420 88664 for general enquiries 

0044 (0}1420 88706 Bernadette Pollard 
0044 (0}7802 708670 Terry Joint mobile 

0044 (O}1420 542003 Facsimile 

email : bernadeUe.pollard@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services Limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 

Joint Aviation Services ltd Hants GU34 4BY 

...Our task, your security 
www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and 
regulated by the 
Financial Services 

Autharity 

The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
THE GLIDER PILOTS PLAYGROUND 

Talgarth has something for everyone. From beginner to pundit you will find flying 

really interesting and challenging . 


Professional tuition is available 7 days a week, and mini courses can be tailor made 

to suit the time you have available. Courses include - ab-initio, confidence building, 

hillsoaring, cross country, bronze C and instructor course preparation. 


Our superb flying conditions allow significantly longer than average flight times. 


Why not join our friendly group for a day or two? 


For more details:- Visit our web site ~a~.1!k Email ~ Telephone 01874 711463 

fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site. Tarmac & grass runways. No airspace restrictions. 2 Pawnee tugs. 2 winches 
• Fleet: 2 x K 13. Acro 3 and DG505. 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and K8 single seaters. Motor glider for faster glider 
training. Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces. Full time staff 7 day 
operation. 1-5 day courses available. Fixed price to solo £1,250.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) 

Rullorth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 email: yorkglidi"gce"'re@b,i,,,eme,.cam www.yorkglidi"gce",re.co.uk 

October ~ November 2006 

York Gliding 
Centre 
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~Technical News 
Update on new European 

maintenance procedures 


Changes to the maintenance 
and certification of gliders and 
motorgliders in the UK will soon 
be upon us. Jim Hammerton 
clarifies the situation so far 

YOU may have reed th e continuing 
articles in S&G by BGA volunte rs 
and sta ff. some of them on various 

EASA working groups discussing and 
negotiating on your behillf and on beh alf 
of gliding in th UK as well d the rest 
of Europe. 

The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has 
hosted a number of roadshows illerting 
Genera l Aviation - inc luding gliding - to 
Part M (Maintenance); some of you may 
have attended them. This artic le is the result 
of that roadshow and discussions with the 
CAA and the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) . It concentr,ltes on the 
mainten,lIlce issues only as they stand now, 
<md may be subject to change. 

Gliders 
By the time th;]t this article is published ALL 
post 28/9/2003 "new to the UK" gliders will 
be CAA registered, and it is ilnticipated that 
th CAA wil l be issuing EASA Cs of A some 
time during Emly 2007 as part of an ongoing 
programme. \/Ve hilve agreed a process for 
issuing and renewing EASA Glider Cs of A 
w ith the CAA and just n cd to sort out the 
final det,1ils. This wil l be using our existing 
inspector base. Only the modiii ca tions issue 
needs to be resolved, as this will be needed 
for those gliders whose instrument panels 
were fitted ill the UK. Gliders that had 
instrument pant.ls fitted pri or to import and 
are included in the EASA form '12 or Export 
C of A do not need modification approval. 

Annex 1\ gliders 
These gliders are exempt from EU regulJtion 
and will rE!main under national rules. We 
anticipate this wil llllean BGA registration 
Jnd C of A indefinitely. I am pleJseci to say 
we have agreed an extensive list of types 
with the CA/\ and, together with those types 
already dec lclfed Ann ex II by the LBA, it will 
mean that the majority of vintage gli ders will 
lp exempt from EU regulation . 

The list of types will be published on the 
BGA website at www.g lidi ng.co.uk JS soon 
as we have confirmation. 

As for the rema ining gliders - that is, th e 
majority of the ex isting fleet - we are 
discussing with EASi\ an acceptable process 
where all th ese aircraft can be 3 "Cepteri 
into the EASA ai rworthiness system with the 
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minimum of disruption by some form of 
"grandfather rights". 

EASA motorgliders and tugs 
Part M wi ll he in iorce by September 2008. 
That mea ns that the CAA wi ll be issuing 
non-expiring Cs of A with Airworthiness 
Review Certificates (ARC) starting September 
2007. This is why the motorglid r and tug 

of A validity has gradually been reducing. 
After 2008 all maintenane organ isations 
wishing to ren w ARC (sam as C of A 
ren wal) wil l need to be a Part M SubPJrt G 
" ontinued Airworthiness M;]nagement 
Organisation" as this replaces the M3 
ilpprovill. To cert ify maintenance of dny 
substance, you wi ll need Subpart F 
"Maintena nce Organ isation ". There is a 
further complicat ion where the aircraft 
needs to be managed in a" ontrol led 
Environment" by the Subpart G organisation. 
This wi ll all ow effectively a three-year 
C of A renewal very simi lar to what 
we do now. Fai lure to adopt th is princip le 
will mean costly one-year Cs of A with 

AA involvement. 

Non-EASA motorgliders and tugs 
These aircr;]ft will remain on the existing M3 
system and cerfification basis. The BGA will 
retain M3 approval for these. In the future, 
the CAA is expected to merge the present 
M.1 system to parallel the Part M system 
so there is on ly one procedure to LISE'. 

What is the BGA doing? 
ThE' BGA is curr ntly discussing, with the 
C..AA, ' n acceptable proc ss (on both sides) 
for the introduction of Part M based on a 
similar concept to the existing BGA M3 
philosophy where the BGA holds the 
approval and uses satellite facilities. We Jre 
also discussing how to make the "Contro lled 
Environment" achievable within our system. 
The SGA, as part of the Europea n Gliding 
Union, is also actively discussing with EASA 
the introdu tion of a "Part M Light " or 
some other ehe nges to make Part M more 
appropri ate to GA levels of Jetivity. 

We can foresee there will be changes in 
the Wil)' we manJge airworthiness and 
process "C of A" renewa ls and this may 
mean add itiona l work for the maintenance 
organisations. There wi ll be a more formJI 
Jrrangement between owner Ll nd maintainer 
with a realignment of some responsibilities. 

Pl ease keep an 'ye on S&G ,md the BGA 
website for more news as it develops. 

Jim Hammerlon 
RCA ChiefTechnical Offic~r 

c/IWgliding.co.uk 

BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli 
reports back on a hectic three 
months, when the Association, 
clubs and individual pilots 
have rallied round to fight a 
major threat to gliding's future 

TH E relJtio'lship between gliding clubs 
and the BGA is, by and large, rel atively 
straightforward. The clubs are the 

fundamental basis of th e sport; they provide 
the environmen t - socia l and operational 
- within which gliding can be enjoyed and 
the needs of th e individua l met. The BGA 
maintains and develops those aspects of our 
sport that need to be consistently followed 
- for example: safety, training, techni ca l and 
operations; it provides a range of central 
service to clu bs, individual pilots and glider 
owners; undertakes deve lopment initiatives 
in the interests of the whol ' movement. 
and represents British glid ing in a variety of 
domestic and international arenas. 

This relationship works very well - an 
appropriate division of responsibilities based 
on comparat ive advantao , regular dialogue 
and considerable trust. 

The current CAA consu ltation on the 
"technical int roperab ility of ,1 11 aircraft 
in UK airspace" - Mode S, in common 
parlance - has proven to be a rea I test 
of how well the glid ing movement can 
respond when someth ing presents a serious 
challenge ilild requires us tl) work across 
our normal boundaries. 

Carr Withall and l3ruce Cooper - the 
sen ior core of our Airspace Sub-committee 
- flagged LIp the tru e significance and 
potential implications of the CAA proposa l 
immediately on its publication. They had 
quick ly recognised what must now be lear 
to everyone of us: that if the CAA proposals 
were impl emented as stated then the 
techniG.l I, operational and economic issues 
wOLlld be so significant that the viabi lit), of 
UK gliding would be seriously thre'ltened. 

Since Carr and Bruce sounded the alarm 
a major and truly impressive effort has be n 
under way to ensure that British gliding 
makes its views clear to the CAA. The BGA's 
own response was c;]refu lly researched, 
phrased and drafted. The essence of it.s 
conLent was made avai lab le to clubs and 
individuals in order to help them develop 
their own responses to the consultation 
process. The BGA also liaised closely with 
other airsport associJtions so that both we 
and they benefited from JS broad a range of 
Jnalyses as possible in what has been cl very 
short period in which to respond. 

An open meeting at Lasham - attended 
by more than 320 gli der, hang-glider, 
paraglider, microlight and balloon pilots 
- gave the CAA consu ltation team an 
opportunity to explain what prompted the 
initi(ltive in the first place, th options they 
had considered, dnd the ratiolldle for lh ir 
specific proposals. The answers they gave to 
a wide range of questions have enabled us 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Mode S: the balloon goes up 


Stephen Cook 

to understand just how wea k the hasic case 
for the mandating or mode S transponder 
technology is and how poor their analysis 
of the implications for different avi ation 
groups has been . 

CAA consultations typicall y tend to draw 
several tens of responses from interested 
parties. Reli abl e estimates suggest that it has 
received more than 3,000 in this ca se. 
The level of response dnd th e strength of 
oppos ition to th e proposa ls must have 
cau oed the CAA some surpri se. 

VVe a re, however, merely at the end of 
the beginning and I sLispect thatthere will 
be more tw ists and turns before the final 
outcome is decided. The CAA is husily 
working its way through the mountain of 
responses and we expect to understand 
what its further thoughts are on the subj ec t 
shortl y. Much as we would like to imagine 
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that common sense will preva il and the 
current proposal s will be set as ide in favour 
of a joint re-examinati on of the original 
imperative , w ' are not banking on that. 
I ca nnot go into the detai ls of the further 
campaigr~ we are wagi ng; needless to say 
the reso lve of the movement to secure the 
right outcome should not be underestimated. 

I would personall y like to thank everyone 
that has helped in the effort thus far, wheth er 
you did so by responding to the CAA, 
by attending the Lasham meeting, or by 
givi ng up a large part of your summer to 
work on the BGA's nati onal projec t teJm. 
A phenomenal amount of exceptional 
commitment has been shown by a large 
number of people - too many to mention 
here, unfortun ately. True tea rnwork. 

It is easy to fee l pressured by external 
threa ts but, at the sarne tirne, one can only 
be encouraged by sorne of th e initi Jtives 
under way <l imed Jt maleri all y developing 
the movement. On August 19, on my WJY 
home fro rn the PFA R<llly at Kemble, 
I stopped by at Bicester where Andy Perkins, 
working w ith th e Air League and other 

Right: Patrick (far teft) . whose chairing of the Lasham 

meeting drew widespread praise, talks to the CAA 

team. 320 people from a range of airsports altended to 

hear the CAA case and to make their own views clear 

Left: BGA Chief Executive Pete Straiten (standing) at 

the August meeting - this is before the room filled up 

(Photos: Mary Allen) 

volunteers, had organ ised a day aimed at 
giving young aviati on enthusiasts J direct 
experience of gliding. I was impress d by 
what had heen an obviously successful day 
- and al so by the initiati ve, energy and 
moti va tion thJ t rnade it so. Well clone, Andy 
and learn - th ank you. ;\ repl icabl e forrnat 
for sure. 

Finall y, I arn IllJking progress in speJking 
personally with all club chairmen - Jlbeit 
somewhat slowed by the intrusion of Mode 5 
over the last three months. Nevertheless 
I am continuing with what is proving to be a 
very va luable exercise dnd look forward to 
meeting many of you f<l ee to face at the 
13G A Chairmen's Conference at the end of 
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~ Regulatory Group News 

GA reviews: the inside track 

David Roberts chairs the BGA Regulatory Group, which was established in 2005 and aims to achieve 
the best framework for gliding by representing our interests to national and European authorities. As an 
insider on both the recent CAA reviews of General Aviation, he now updates us on what they are about 

IN JUNE 2005 the Chairman of the UK's 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) invited the 
UK General Aviation (GA) community 

to join the CAA in carrying out a Strategic 
Review (GASR) and a Regul atory Rev iew 
(GARR) of GA. 

This fo llowed concern s voiced during 
th e preceding study of future CAA costs and 
charges, the need for the CAA to better 
underst and GA <l nd to demonstrJte its 
commitment to better regulation. 

The GARR W,lS also timely given the rJte 
of change emanating from the EU - Ef\SA, 
Sing le European Sky, etc - on which much 
has been written in the las t few yea rs 
in S&G. This was the first such exerci se 
conducted by the CAA in relat ion to GA, 
ever. 

i was invited to sit on both Reviews, and 
also to represen t the wider membership of 
the Royal Aero Club. Twelve representatives 
from the wiele spectrum of GA were co-opted 
but only AOPA CEO Martin Robinson <mel 
i, from 'i ndustry', were common to both. 
From September to June, 18 meet ings were 
held; term s of reference including th e scope 
and structure of the workstreams were 
agreed, papers were written <md discussed 
and, in June 2006, two final reports, with 
33 recommendations, were submitted to the 
.AA Board. The Reviews wer conducted 

in a const ructi ve manner, but the breadth 
of subject matter dnd issues were daunting, 
parti cularl y in th e Strategic Review. 

Topics covered 
The GASR dea lt with an overall description 
of GA (it i5 very wide) dnd ,lI1J lysis of trends; 
the economic and social impact of GA; 
infr, structure access, especi all y airfields, 

and which affects powered fl ying more than 
gliding; the regu latory and tax regimes in the 
UK; the future rol e of the EU; consultation 
structures and mechanisms between the GA 
community dnd government; the shortage of 
specialised labour in certa in areas (licensed 
engineers in parti cular); the impact of 
innovation and new tech nology and finally 
some international comparisons. The GARR 
outlined the current regu latory framework 
as it affects various GA sectors; the influence 
of EASA; sec torJI trends; fatal acc ident rates 
- a comprehensive 1 O-year analys is; and 
proposed regu latory options for UK GA. 

Key issues ariSing 
Much of thi s did not affect gliding overl y 
beca use until the advent of EASA UK gliding 
has been largely outside the CANs rcgulillory 
scope. However, many issues were of 
co llateral Interest, such as the comparison of 
fatal accident rate.s between GA sectors. Of 
thE. 13 recomillendation s these (abbreviated) 
are some of particular interest to glicling: 

I. GA to co-ordinate anci present itself better 
to put its case to government - a strong hint 
for fewer GA representative bodies to work 
with government and its agencies; 

2. Government to adopt a national planning 
policy on the value of retaining J vi ab le 
network of GA airfields; 

3. Need for increased awareness by air traf
fic controllers of GA needs, and GA pi lot 
education about risk of infringing airspace; 

4.Use fatal accident rate statistics to identify 
high-risk areas for attention in, for l'xample, 

flight training, and any correlation between 
regu latory reg ime and causa l fac tors; 

s. increases in contro lled airspace not to 
exceed the Illinimulll th at is required for 
demonstrated safety reasons; 

6. CAA to consider re-aligning the current 
UK four-classification of sailplanes with th e 
two-classifi ca tion European model; 

7. CAA to align, in due course, its C of A 
and Permit to Fly policy with Europe; 

8. Estab lish an issues Log (see below). One 
item already in it is m)' recommendation 
that, foll owing the CO il sequences of gliders 
being within the scope of EASA an ci th ereby 
state regi stration, the CAA devolve to the 
SGA the registration of gliders (which the 
Assoc iation has done si nc<' the year dot). 

Next steps 
At the GA .C (G oneral Aviation Consultat ive 
Commit tee) in Jul y, it was agreed how the 
recommendations would be taken fo rward 
ilnd to estab li sh a GA Strateg ic Forulll 
invo lving Sl~ven individuals (including 
myse lf! ) representing GA. Secondly, the 
creation and progression of an issues Log 
was agreed, <l mechanism th rough whi ch the 
GA ' industry' ca n bring any releva nt ll1atter 
to the CAA for discuss ion. There will he a 
GA Conference on 21 Novell1ber at the 
Roya l Society of Arts in London, at which 
the two reports will be presented. 
Both reports ca n be downloaded from 
the CAA website (S RGlGA link) at: 
\\' \\'W.<"".I.U 0, ul.Jd('LllIil ..'I<i p ... ?c.l tegtlfy id .!14 ~P. 1 W 'In )('- H7 

~ 

Pictured. from left. are Regulatory Review team members: David Chapman. CAA (GARR Chairman); David Beaven. CAA: Lee Balthazor, RAeS: Joji Waites. CAA: Tom Hardie. 

BHPA; Jim McKenna. CAA; David Roberts. BGAIRAeC: Robin Allan. CAA ; Martin Robinson. AOPA: Chris Finnigan. BMAA: Alan Robinson, GAPAN: and Peter Norton, BHAB 
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Gliding goes to meet the public 


Two years in the planning, eight clubs, 
eight gliders, mort' than 60 volunteers, 
12.5,000 til rget individual s. Thes are 

the stats behind one of th largest promotions 
ever undertaken by British gl iding. 

The I3 GA, together with eight clubs from 
around L ndon, mounted a major exhibition 
in ea rl y September - righ t in the heart 
of the UK fi nancial services industry at 
CanJry Wharf. S ven gliders ranging from 
basic trainers and an entry-level single-seater 
through to th BGA's Duo Dis 'us X were 
on display in Cln,lda Square, together with 
a Discus in the foyer of HSBC's headquarters 
bui Iding. The square was transformed from 
an urban park into J gliding expo, w ith 
members from Cambridg ·" Essex, Essex & 
Suffo lk, Kent, Lasham, London, Southdown 
and vVindrushers gliding c lubs on hand to 
answer questions and generally enthuse 
about the sport. The expo was open each 
clay from 7Jm until after 7pm - long hours 
des igned to CJtch workers on their way 
to work and JS they headed home. 

We hJd clecid ~d that this was a good 
focu s for so much oi the Commun icat ions 
& Marketing Cnmmittee's 2006 marketing 
eifort and budget. Clilary Wharf's 125,000
plus workers matched the profile of person 
we wanted to attract into gliding. We knew 
that to work, the image we rresented had 
to be spot on (the show's theme was Gliding 
- the ultimate aviation adventure sport) and 
wh;:ll we did hJd to match the surround ings, 
and the expectations of our target aud ience. 

It took long hours of planning and fiort 
from all the clubs involved. We hiJd worked 
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hard to promote the expo in the preceding 
weeks (inc luding flying the creative director 
of the glossy maga zine E14 in the sn iffer 
aircraft at the l8-Metre Nationals - th anks, 
Kim! ) and we had received tremendous 
help from the estate management team at 
Canary Wharf. However, as nothing like thi s 
hild ever been tri d before, we didn 't rea ll y 
know how it wou ld work. 

In the event, the show surpassed our 
wildest expectations. It looked great (the 
view looking down from the roof of One, 
Canada Square - the tallest building in the 
UK - was amaz ing), the numbers visiting 
were enormous, the level of interest among 
people who had had no previous exposu re 
to gliding was incredible, and th feedback 
was gre<:lt. All participating clubs were 
delighted w ith the response. One vis itor 
actua ll y telephoned the Windrushers office 
on the fir ·t afternoon to join the club! 

Taking gliding out to meet th people 
works and some of the p,lrti cipating clubs 
are already planning to work together next 
yea r to repeat the exercise on a sma ller scale 
at loca l venues . The SGA would welcomE' 
the chance to roll the ini tiat ive out to other 
parts of the country if suitable venues can be 
found ;:md if clubs are w illing to support it. 

Too many people were involved to thank 
individuall y - they know who they are. 
Above all , it was a great team effort and 
proof that gliding can successfu ll y present 
itself to the public, rtlising <:Iwareness and 
attracting busines - ourses, corporat ' 
days, tri al lesso ns, or new Illembers. \.. 
We achieved all th ese at Ca nary Wharf. ~ 

Main picture, opposite: perspective from the top of One, 

Canada Square, in the City - the UK's tallest building 

- and (top) the view down in the square itself 

Above: London GC was one of eight clubs par1icipating 

in the event, whose initial inspiration was an idea from 

Richard Brickwood of Cambridge GC. Discus OM was 

rigged in the foyer of HSBC's headquar1ers building 
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PLATYPUS 


A Stigler for accuracy 
IN THE letters page of the last issue of S&G, 
discussing ,\i\acCready theory, the enormously 
distinguished Arillchair Pilot, recent ly retired 
from Caius Coll ege Cambridge, writes, 
"St igler's Law states that no 1,1W is named 
after its true discoverer." 

I pondered this ior ,1 while (well, about 
five seconds) and concluded logica lly that 
whoever discovered Stigler'S Law, it can not 
have been Stigler, but someone else. ('mon 
Stigler, wherever you are, 'jess up - jrom 
whom did you pinch th aI idea? 

11:, not. ot'ten one gels the chdnce to put 
one over a Camhridge professor, and no doubt 
the Armchair Pilot will get his revenge soon. 

It also follows from Stigler's Law that if 
I want Plat's Law to become as famous as 
MacCready theory and incorporated into 
Ihe entire cu lture 0\ gliding in the way that 
MacCrcady has done, then somebody 
else hJS to discover it, and only then can 
I appropri ate it for my own. 

To give you a hint, it could maybe have 
something to do with the relationship 
betwec'n cross-country kms per pee-bag and 
thE age and sex of the pilot divided by the 
sfJuare root of the handicap of the glider. 
" It was a stonking dill': I w as fl ying dt 
MacCreaciy six and PI<:It four l " and th e 
other envious pilots, espec ially the m,lle, 
hydrau l ica ll y-challenged Geezerglide 
crowd, will whistle through their teeth in 
cldmiration. How to r cord the statisti cs on 
the logger for I,lclcler-recognition purposes is 
a minor technical challenge for the nerds to 
work out. Working out the details is beneath 
ml', and, besides, may cause me to fall 
foul oi Stigler. 

Geezerglide 2006 
IN MID-{\!fARCH thi, yea r, Plat/lew shotBun 
with John Earlywine in John : OG-IOOO at 
Seminole I.ake Gliderport, where Knut and 
Ingriri Kjenslie were hosts yet dga in to the 
US Seniors Championship, known unoffi
Cially but aHectionatcly ,]5 "Geezcrglirie." 
(jo hn and Plat Glll1f' 41th out of 54, anci we 
hove our excuse.s ready later. John has only 
flown in one competition bek)re - with 
Derek PiRgott - and not sw p risingly did 
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rather beller on that earlier occasion.) 
Let me say that this is not a contest report. 

I am writing this chiefly for those of you who 
<:Ire contemplating a winter soaring vacation 
in the Northern Hemisphere and, if you are 
approaching 55, thinking of taking part in 
the US Seniors Championships - incidentall y 
the on ly US gliding competition I know of 
that a foreigner is allowed to win. 

Early-to-middle March is an ideal time of 
year fur a soaring competition in Florida, 
since it is so miserable everywhere else. 
Temperatures <He in the 200 (s; th e air is 
balmy. The Canadians and New Englanders 
come roll i ng down from the frozen north 
with snow on their monster motorhomes and 
colonise a space where elegant and sociab le 
outdoor cocktail parties are conducted after 
soaring is done. 

The ethos of the Seniors is that it should 
be fun. Gone is the grim seriousness of so 
many national championships. The Seniors 
arc not only fun, but civilised. I would not 
glibly apply the word civilised to many other 
contests I have flown in during the P<lst 
46 yea rs. So, for example, the organisation 
m rcifully forbids the drawing, lugging or 
pouring of waterballast, out of respect for 
time-ravaged hips and knees, some of which 
these days Jre repl acements th el t need to be 
treated w ith special care. (And out of respect 
for the pilots' wives, some of whom these 
days are rep lacements that need to be treat
ed with spec ial care.) Secondly the tasks are 
kept short, typi ca lly two and a hali hours 
- so rOilcl-retrieves i1 re either not necessJ ry 
or, when they do happen, are not the 
endurance tests thJt we old so,lring folk 
remember with mixed emotions. A rest day 
is mandatory, so crews ca n taste 
Disneyworld and the other attrJctions. 

The iact that the Seniors is fun does not 
mean thilt it is easy to win. Au contr<lire. 
There are too many former world champions, 
members of the US Team or record -holders 
tilking part - Kori Striedieck, George Moffat, 
Tom Knauff, Doug Jacobs, Dick Butler ct al. 
You <Ire liabl€' to get eaten ali ve - but I' ll 
come to th e alligators in a moment. 

The contest area is orientated north-south, 
partly for airspace reasons - Orlando and its 
international airport lie quite cl ose to the 
east of Seminole Lake - and partly bec<luse 
the peninsula has its best soaring weather 

down the middle, where Gulf of Mex ico air 
and the Atlantic air converge, often producing 
continuous lift for a hunclrecl mil es or more. 
Well, during the practice period, anyway. 

I'd like to say something com plimentary 
like grand, or spectacular or lush about 
Florida scenery when viewed from the air. 
But sorry, it isn 't. SWJmps and supermarkets 
compri se much of the visual feast presented 
to the aviator. But nowadays pilots don't 
need to map-read <lny more, but navigate 
entirely by GPS, so looking at the ground is 
not a necess ity. Littl e is missed in this 
instance. Florida skies in March are, however, 
very attractive to the gl ider pi lot, and the 
juicine~s of the cumulus and their bilses and 
strengths equate to the best days you see in 
England in July or August. 

I had beller say just a little about the 2006 
competition. We had six con test days - the 
max imum possible. This yea r, th ere were no 
spectacular prang - las t year, two pilots 
pi led into the trees thilt su rround the fi eld, 
though without in jury. There was not ven 

'The French cheerfully call doing 

a field landing se poser aux vaches, 


but se poser aux alligators is no joke' 


the ravi shing of a helpless glider by an 
amorous bull , as happened the previous 
time I flew there. 

I always thought {h e front end or the glider 
in question looked like the hack end of a 
cow, but was surprised it turned out to be 
liter,l lly true. The choice of a brown cc1nopy
cover was with the hene /it of hindsight 
(sorry) a mistake; I suggest sky-hlue in future 
- or e ven stripes, in the hope that the next 
bull to come along says "I clon 't do zebras'" 

Like Britain, Florida has h,1(1 a drought in 
the first half of the year Jnd whether or not 
th <l t is good for farmers, it was certainly 
good for the glider pilots. Launch-rates were 
rapid, wi thout any app,Hent strain, the 
orga nisers getting 54 gliders airborne from 
the small gra ss fi eld in under an hour. 

All th e tasks bJr one were AAT (Assigned 
Area Tasks), which I Cilme to like very much, 
since it mea nt that each pilot could tailor his 
cho ice of turn-points to his sailplane and to 
his own skills. Gliders as diverse as the 
ASW It) and ASW 22BLE (Dick Butler's 
28-metre hancl-fi n ished, no-wi nglets spec ial) 
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could be accommodilted in the same event 
and both have the Silme chance of getting 
home after covering very different amounts 
of terrain. The exception was Day 4, il 
conventional speed triangle to the south of 
Seminole Lake; we clawed our way warily 
through some very congested thermals, espe
cially near the turns. I do not enjoy Fighter
Pilot's Twitch, which is hard on the neck 
muscles. Having witnessed three mid-ilir col
lisions in UK Nationals, I was hoping the 
competition director would revert to AAT for 
the rest ot" the competition, which he did. 

Doug jacobs brilliantly ilnd conSistently 
flew Seminole Lake's DC-lOOO to victory, 
with three first places, two third plilces and 
only one minor lilpse to 8th. Eilrly on Karl 
Striedieck looked as if he could win - illso 
flying brilliantly, winning two days plus the 
practi ce day. But on Day 6 he landed the 
Duo Discus a little way down the road on 
the fi rst leg and ended up 27th overa II. For 
Karl it 's illl or nothing, and that makes for an 
exc iting competition. 

For health reilsons I no longer fly as Pilot
in-Charge these days, but I hope from time 
to time in future years to be allowed to 
lamber into the pilssenger-seat of a two

place ship ilncl get that co ntest-adrenalin 
coursing through my veins once more. They 
say il little bit of stress is good for one. 

Let me warn you that the US Seniors is 
fast becoming so popular that they may have 
to ration places - though the fairest method 
of keep ing the swelling numbers in check is 
still in debate. One idea is to allocate by 
age, with the oldest being preferred. I'm not 
so sure about that. nce the average age 
gets to 85 I only hope they don't hiJVe any 
more conventional speed tasks, or those 
honeypot turn-points will get far too exc iting, 
though they could have the unintended 
effect ot" thinning out the ranks for the 
following year ... In the nieantime I suggest 

that would-be entrants bleach their hair 
white, walk slowly with the aid of a sti ck, 
and Ii about their age. 

He>~ what about your poor placing - dnd 
those alligators? fd. 

Well, john and I h<1d <1 couple of final 
glides which would have worked (might 
have worked, more like) if we had been pre
pared to dive beneath the treetops and pull 
up over them CIt the last second. Instead we 
went back several miles to a safe airport, 
and aero-retrieved later, though there were 
lots of what looked like landilble fields 
amid the swamps. We used to joke at 
Seminole Lake ,lbout the need to watch out 
for alligators if you land out in Florida 
- bur two months after the contest, three 
adults w r killed and eaten by alligators. 
The French cheerfully cilll doing a field
landing se poser aux vaches, but se poser 
aux al ligators is no joke, not now anyway. 

We still joke about rlisgruntl ed f,lrmers 
with guns as the other risk in Florid,). 
I wondered if it would be better that the 
farmer be drunk or sober. If drunk he is more 
likely to shoot, but then again he is also 
more likely to miss. And conversely if sober. 

October - November 2006 

As formerly with the 'gators there is scope 
for lots of laughs, until someone gets shot, 
maybe on Finals, by a very sober farmer. 

But it would help keep the numbers of 
entrants clown, I suppose. 

Soaring passion 
Thinking of thilt amorous bull in Florid<1, I 
remember the formidilble Monsieur Hersant, 
master of all he surveyed at Angers in 1974 
(during Les Huit jours c1'Angers or as we 
used to call them, The Eight Days of Danger) 
telling us all at the first briefing, "Now, 
pilots, please mount your sailplanes." I said 
to Mrs Platypus, "Well, we all love our glid
ers, but not that much!" I think Monsieur 
meant us to rig them, though I have never 
been totally sure. Those French, y'know. 

The old, the bold ... 
Talking of ageing pilots, I agreed with every
thing Lemmy Tanner "vrote in the last issue 
about the need for rel eva nt, meaningful tests 
of health and flying skills for senior pilots. 

What I did not agree with, having been 
trained as a statistician, was Lemmy's inter
pretation of the grilph which shows the 71
plus age group having about one-sixth of the 
accidents of the 51-60 age group. Since we 
don't know from that graph how milny 
launches and hOLirs are done by each group, 
it could indeed be that the geezer-category 
is indeed safe and sagacious, but, in relation 
to the number of active pilots and the 
amount of aviating the over-70s do, it could 
equall y be that they are a mena Ce. 

Without that essential background dat';), 
you just ca n't tell. 

... and the tall 
If you are not a very tall pilot yours If, you 
may st ill find there is something to be said 
for very tall pilots. Thi. year I had ten 
cross-country flights in Florida ilnd two in 
Scotland where in each case the pilot-in
charge was so tall he had to fly in the back 
seat of a DC-1000 and il DC-50 respec
tively, leaving to me the luxury of the front 
seat with its great view. When our syndicate 
sold the janus ( that was based in Minden 
for some years, the buyer was a Belgian who 
was so tall that the janus ( was one the few 
affordable gliders he could fit in without dis
comfort. He too always flies it from the rear 
seat, and if I accept his kind invitation to fly 
with him on the (ontinent I shall, again, be 
privil eged to enjoy the view from the front. 

Except that I don't expect to be flying 
cross-country very much in Belgium, where 
most of the airspace for the entire country 
has for some years been solidly blocked out 
by control zones and airways with low 
bases. Would-be cross-country pilots in 
Belgium usually have to driw (or motor 
though the air bel ow the airways if their ship 
has an engine) to more glider-friendly terrain 
in other countries. But lhe food is terrific. 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 
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• LondOn 

PariS. 

Opposite page: Preparing ASH26E for the first sortie; 

Above: Keeping well clear of the resident seagulls; 

Below left: Spectacular views over Gibraltar into Spain; 

Below: Old guns protecting the Straits of Gibraltar. 

The surface wind at Gibraltar is nearly always west or 

east due to the venturi effect of the Straits. Any genuine 

wind direction from west to north-west produces good 

wave, especially from the north-west, when day after 

day classic lenticulars building one on top of the other 

can be seen. Thermals also continue throughout the 

winter. Although south-west winds are from Morocco 

· Madrld 
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(a mountainous area) wave activity is quite rare, indeed 

all they get from south-west winds is severe turbulence 

on the approach to RWY 27. Spring sees really good 

cumulus stretching horizon to horizon: by the middle 

of the afternoon the area is affected by convergence 

zones with towering cu. Much of summer IS the same. 

but by late July. August and September winds are 

becoming predominantly easterly - warm moist air trav

elling across the Med until it meets the Rock. This gives 

rise to the famous Levanter cloud (orographic) which 

sits like a cap on top of the Rock. The humidity also 

rises sharpty and can become very uncomfortable. with 

poor vis and thermic blue days. In late September and 

October it is still humid with easterly winds 

predominating, and thunderstorms are common. 

November is wet and dismal. then we are back to 

December/January, which are normally dry with good 

weather. These months produce the best wave, 

whilst May, June and July are the best for thermals 

The first 
sailplane 
to ridge 
soar this 
histolric 
fortress 
Philip Sturley outlines what it 
was like to add this unique site 
to his gliding logbook, thanks to 
an RAFGSA expedition in June 

W
HEN, in 2004, I visited Gibraltar on 
RAF Association business, I asked 
whether anyone had ever soared the 

Rock. I was told that no-one had ever tried, 
because there were severa l obstac les 
to overcome. First the Rock is separated 
(rom Spain by the runway of RAF Gibra ltar 
whi ch juts into the sea at both ends and has 
ve ry hazardous approaches clue to mtor 
effecb lJE~hind the Rock in south-west wind 
directions (I rememb red this from visits in 
my jJguar days, when you could not land at 
Gibra ltJr unless you had landed th re 
before!); in order to fl y to Gibraltar from 
Spain, you must land first in Morocco; and 
finally it would require speci fi c permission 
from the Governor and Commander in Chid 
of Gibraltar, under the Air Navigation Order 
(Overseas Territories) Order 1989. Solution: 
use a self-launching high-performance gli der, 
and organise an RAFGSA mini expedition 
on the military net. 

Earlier this I' ar, the opportunity then arose 
to take advantage of my ASH26E's being in 
Ocana for the UK Overseas Ch, mpionships 
to make a grand tour to Morocco, and back 
to the UK, stopping off in Gibral tar to do the 
deed. More on the grand Lour perhaps at a 
liltcr date, but I applied for and was granted 
one-o ff permission for hris Hea mes and me 
to fly on the Rock as an RAFGSA Exped ition 
0 11 two days in june. I was given a great dea l 
of help and advi ce on the w ather by john 
Su llivCln, <l Full-raLed Instructor in the tower 
at RAF Gibra ltar, who had introduced me to 
gliding in GermJny 20 years ago, and by the 
c<l h-do people on the wound there, 

I flew th ASH from jer z to RAF Gibraltar 
via a short stop Jt Tetuan Irl Morocco, whil e 
Chris arri ved by car. The weather was not 
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Straits of Gibraltar 

Gibraltar is a small British Territory on the tip of the Iberian Peninsula. with a rich history due to its position dominating the western entrance to the Mediterranean. It was 

ceded to Britain by Spain in 1704. and has prOVided a garrison for British troops ever since, playing a major role in British victories in World War /I. It is brimming with history. 

and the Rock itself is honeycombed with tunnels, making it a formidable bastion. There has been a continued dispute with Spain over sovereignty (Maps: Steve Langland) 

io t::a l, with temperatures ill the high 20s alld 
a st'orTlly weather forCCds t for both days, due 
to a large area of low pressure lingering over 
Spain. However, we timcd flights for when 
there was a heJlthy 1 O-15kt On th e Rock's 
westerly face, giving good ridg , soaring. 

O n each flight, we self-launched, climbing 
above th e Rock to test th lift. We decideo 
to stJrt well cl .ar f tip Rock f,1(e because 
of the extremely high density of seagulls 
roosling there, It was easy to establish a beat 
Jlong and abovc the whole 3km of ridge 
joining the pinnacle of the Rock to Europa 
Point' using simple ridge lift of 2-3kt, and 
experience spectacular views of ibraltar, 
the Sp,1nish horder area, Jnd the northern 
Atlas Mountains across the Straits. Each time 
we reach eel above 2,000ft drnsl, some 500fl 
above the top of tilt' Rock, dnothis kept us 
w ,II clear of the swa rming gulls, which 
seemed to be limiteelto ridge height. 

After a coupl e oi sorties on the Rock itself. 
as the weather WelS not going to improve, 
w cI c ided to use it as a jumping-off point 
for sorties into the northern Atlas 11l0unlJins, 

October - November 2006 

where on each flight w -' enjoyed classic 
ridge and valley breeze conditions - CJuickl y 
followed by large cu -nims, from which we 
bravel retrea ted to Gibraltar, 

ur flying CelU S eI mild amu~em~'nt to th 
Gibraltarians, who had never s n a glider 
before. Some of the 10 " I res idents were not 
alwdy5 amused, how ver, as the main roa d 
joining ibraltar to Spain, whidl cuts across 
the runw, y at RAF Gibralt-ar, had to h · 
blocked off for every tak -off and landin" 
(even though the ASH 26E took only 200m 
ground ro ll), and ['his cdused th e inevit , hie 
traffic qu u s. We therefore tried to time our 
departLir s to tic in w ith the cI,lily shuttl es b 
SA and Monarch from London, which were 
the only other movements w aw. 

It \' as a pity that the weather did not 
allow us to explore th e unique condit iOlls 
on Gibraltar a little further, but we were well 
satisfied to have be n the first to soar the 
Rock, It dOE'S not rea ll y compare with il y ing 
in the Alps or the Aneles - where hris and I 
both have extensive experience of 0 , ring, 
thanks to other RAFGSA expeditions - hu t in 

the right conditions it could provide some 
spectacular wave fl ying to the eds t Jnel 
sou th- ast of the Rock , SClclly, under pr' ent 
c()nditions, it would be difiicult for thi s to be 
rl?pea tpd, but RAF Gibraltar does welonw 
visitors, MId it is quite I 0 ' ibl , j ran SLM G 
to use the ai rfield, , 5 th Jerm, n sum 
times do on th ' ir migr,ltion south into 
Moro co , Also, \,vith th advent of a new 
Trilateral Airport Agreement, whi ch Illay be 
implemented shortly, airsp<J 'e res tri l ions 
may well be cased, bringing Gibralt< r in to 
reach for many more pil o 

I'h ilip SI"rl,,1' has r('('('nl'" refired (rom Ihc RA(. 

"tier d long ill' ng (',!re. 'I; ma inly n (a 1J ~ I, 5. /-Ic l }egiJn 

glidill~ W(Io u51y in I q,s '" Ilil. .liI thrff' U inmnf)d< ,111<1 i, 

.1 'u/l-r.ll ed Instructor with Four J JUntl{' (; an" Ihl' 

RAFC'; \ C<' lllre. 1-/(' i< Presidenl a t' lilt, RA F(;<;A. 

Chri J-!C;J!17e j.; a /50 .1 1:151 jet pIlot still .<;erving if} 

the I?AI' JS Chi 'I Ilblrtl tor oJ'- the Ilir C"/l'I ,cn l",1 

liriing . ellOol .II SyN<ton . /-Ie is the Vi e·Ch, limWl 

0,)$ of th ' U;\ F I •• t\, an(/ is ,1 f(cg/(mal £X.H1 III1c.:r" h.l ving 

.ill threl!t Di.U71unds £11)('/ n ll/()U".!/ld IJOuts glidinp,. 

1"- \ \ cll,,~ explorillg Nfo(ucco .. they sam/ )/f'd 

the delighb of rhe r IY((lnee on their Wi ly home 
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PROXIMITY WAR NING SYSTEMS 


Mode S, Flarm, and ADS-8 

Dickie Feakes offers a personal 
overview of the technology that 
underpins electronic proximity 
warning devices for aircraft 

As YOU will be aware, th e CAA have 
announced plans to require all 
aircraft to ca rry Mode S transponders 

in all UK airspace. There are many technica l 
and cost problems that still need to be 
clarified if thi s requirement is to be 
implemented and I understand the Briti sh 
Cliding Assoc iation is dealing w ith these at 
Executive Committee level. 

Th is article does not discuss the pros 
and cons of the CAA proposal, but rather 
attempts to give a brief overview of the 
technica l characteri stics of the three main 
systems so that readers are more able to 
understand the technology involved . 

With the rapid growth of C PS rece ivers, 
which are now carried in some form in 
the majority of flying machines, C PS 
co-ordinates can provide a bas is for effecti ve 
prox imity warning between two aircraft on 
a potential co llision course, provided that 
the relevant CPS data can be exchanged 
by some form of ilc tive data link. Fo llowing 
the introduction of M ode S transponders, 
the CAA have seized thi s opportunity to 
integrate the enhanced Mode S capability 
to provide some form of prox imity wa rning. 
There is no doubt that an effecti ve potential 
colli sion avoidance system is attractive to 
the gliding community, but is Mode S the 
way to go? Mode S is not the only system to 
provide this capability: two others specifi ca lly 
des igned to operate in thi s envi ronment ilre 
ADS-B (Automati c Dependent Surveillance 
Broadcast) and Flarm . 

Secondary Surveillance Radar 
Before a detailed overview of these three 
sys tems is di scussed, it may be helpful 
to provide some background. The IFF 
(Identifica ti on Friend or Foe) system that 
was developed in World War Two was 
subsequently adopted by the In ternati onal 
Civil Aviation Organisati on (ICAO) for 
universa l civil use and is still in use today. 
The present system, usually referred to 
as a Mode Ale transponder, is used in 
conjunction w ith a primary air traffic radar 
system. A transponder antenna, co-located 
with the ground radar antenna, transmits 
a pul se on a frequency of just over 1 C Hz, 
which is rece ived by the aircraft transponder. 
The aircraft transponder processes this 
signal, adds its coded pressure altitude, 
and then transmits a rep ly pul se on a slightly 
different frequency. Thi s reply is received by 
the transponder antenna co-loca ted with the 
ground radar and is processed so that it 
enhances the primary radar return on the 

FLARM 
Radar independent system 

Equipped aircraft broadcast GPS data 'blind' every second. 
Receiving aircraft process incoming data and provide pilot 
with visual/audio display of approximale bearing and proximity of threat 

.-------
t--.......... , 
 ---eta , ...., , .... ... .... .... .... .... 
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Dickie's personal view is as follows : ''The CAA 's proposals for the universal carriage of Mode S transponders." he 

says, "are a short-sighted solution to a long-term problem. Such a solution confers no obvious benefit to the gliding 

community. For technical reasons. I think Flarm is unlikely to become universal and is not backwards-compatible 

with Mode S. Mode S is a development of WW2 technology, while ADS-8 is a 21st-century solution. Currently 

ADS-8 equipment has similar costs to Mode S, but there is the possibility that lower-cost, lightweight units would 

be developed, something that would be difficult with Mode S. ADS-8 has some attraction to gliding as it offers 

development opportunity and may offer other attractive features that can be developed to enhance our sport" 

radar controller's display, adding a label 
that denotes the interrogated aircraft's 
identification and height. As it is historica ll y 
used to enhance the returns from a primary 
radar system, it is commonly referred to 
as Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR). 

However, most Mode AlC equipment 
has a number of shortcomings_ It is power 
hungry, as electrica l power is needed to 
generate the high-power transmitted pul ses, 
as well as a heater to maintain the altitude 
sensor , t a constant temperature. The 
amount of information that can be encoded 
on to the Mode NC transponder signal is 
minimal and is limited to 4096 discrete 
codes. Although pressure altitude is encoded 
on to the returned pul se, there is no possibility 
that CPS positional informat ion can be 
added. Finall y, it is not selec tive; every 
transponder w ithin range repli es to all 
interrogations, resulting in overload of the 
system in areas of high tra ffic density. 

Whil e Mode S is a very similar system, 
the tra nsmit power is generated by efficient 
solid state devices, the altimetric pressure 
sender does not need to be held at a 
constant temperature in an oven, and 
considerably more information can be 
encoded on to the pul ses. 

Finall y, it is selective (the origin of the'S' 
in Mode S), in that only those transponders 
that are spec ifi ca ll y addressed actuall y repl y. 
This mea ns that less power is needed by the 
airborne equipment, an almost unlimited 
amount of information ca n be encoded on 
to each pulse, and replies are selective (for 
instance a controller could select that onl y 

gliders are interrogated). As a minimum, a 
unique and permanent aircra ft identifier 
together w ith the aircraft's pressure height is 
encoded on to the return pulse. 

Normally Mode S does not include any 
CPS positional informati on in its return. 
Accordingly some Mode S airborne 
transponders arc equipped w ith an 
"extended squi tter" (ES). Thi s capability 
causes the airborne transponder to transmit 
enhanced replies encoded wi th C PS pos ition 
and velOCity vector at regular interva ls 
irrespect ive of whether or not it is being 
interroga ted , thus provid ing positional 
pul ses that ca n be decoded by suitable 
receivers. This means that not only ca n the 
ground contro ller have a continuous record 
of the aircra ft 's C PS positi on and height, and 
hence its track and groundspeed, but so can 
any other aircraft that has the capability of 
rece ivi ng and decoding the pul ses. Thi s is 
the bas is 01' an electroni c anti-colli sion sys
tem as, if every aircraft's data is processed in 
a computer, those tracks showing a potenti al 
co nflicti on ca n be used to provide a timely 
warning for avoiding acti on to be taken, thus 
minimising the possibility of a colli sion. 
A development to the airborne transponder 
is TCAS (Traffi aler t Co llision Avoidance 
System). TCAS is a system whereby an air
borne transponder can be interroga ted by 
another airborne transponder and eva lua te 
the reply to determ ine w hether there is a 
co ll ision hazard and provide the necessary 
warnin g. With Mode AlC and Mode S, the 
rece iving aircraft's TCAS computer is able to 
determine the relative bearing and height of 
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Mode C or S equipped aircraft 
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ADS-B 
Radar independent system 
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the transmitting aircrafts 's pulse and, by 
integra ting success ive replies, is able to 
compute and display that a confli cting 
situation ex ists. Similar devices ex ist that are 
a little larger th an a thi ck credit card and 
which can be mounted in General Aviation 
ai rcraft to provide proximity warning against 
transponder-equipped aircra ft. 

The primary function of a Mode S 
transponder is to provide highly detailed 
SSR returns to augment the ground primary 
radar relurns and thus ease the controller's 
task in providing an effec tive air traffic 
service. In order to ca rry out this function, 
the Mode S airborne equipment has to have 
a trans illitted pulse power of between 70 
and 200 watts at a freq uency of 'I GHz. Such 
equ ipment has a high initial purchase price, 
requires cost ly professional in tallation, and 
is subject to expensive regular checks. Its 
power consumption i' significa ntl y lower 
than for early Mode NC equ ipment and it 
will norma ll y operate for some 6 to 10 hours 
on a standard glider 7 A/H battery. 

The secondary function of a Mode S 
transponder equ ipped w ith an extended 
squitter is to provide GPS-encoded pulses 
that ca n be interrogated and decoded by 
other aircraft and ground stations equipped 
with suitable decoders, thus providing rea l
time proximity warning informati on. Thi s 
second fu nct ion, however, may be provided 
by other potentially cheaper, less complex 
devices such as Flarm and ADS-B. 

Flarm 
Flarm was developed by the Swiss to 

October - November 2006 

provide short-range colli sion avoidance in 
the European Alps. The hazards of flying 
in this environment are character ised by 
high-density glider flyi ng with minimal 
ground clearance along well-known and 
popul ar routes. Flarm cons ists of a low
power da ta link coupled with a GPS receiver 
that transmits a pulse conta ining the glider's 
GPS position and height. Thi s pulse is 
received by other Flarm units within range, 
which then decode the GPS data and 
compare it with their own position. If a 
conflict is detected, then a visual and audi o 
indication is generated to provide co llision 
avoidance guidance. The datalink power is 
low, which gives a range of a few kilometres 
in ideal conditions. The frequencies, 
algorithnls and protocols are unique to 
Flarm and are currently not compatib le 
with any other proxi mity warning system. 
Furthermore, the unit does not current ly 
have approval from any airworth iness 
authority. 

While Flarm is a practical system in an 
environment such as the European Alps, 
where the fl ying machines are predominantl y 
gliders, for any proximity-warning device to 
be 100 per cent effective, its ca rriage must 
be universal. 

ADS-8 
ADS-B is a system initiall y developed to pro
vide three-dimensional " radar" cover in 
areas where it would be very expensive to 
install a ground-based radar environment. In 
its simplest form it is a datalink transponder 
operati ng on the same frequencies as SSR. 

The airborne station transmits regular pulses 
encoded with a unique identity, GPS position, 
veloc ity vector, and pressure altitude. While 
these pulses can be rece ived and decoded 
by any Mode S equipment, the big 
advantage is that it is possible to receive the 
signa ls via a simple ground receiver and 
processor so th at, when coupled to a PC, 
it can produce a three-dimensional picture 
showing the positions of all ADS-B equipped 
aircraft. Additionally, ADS-B equipped 
aircraft are able to process both Mode S 
and ADS-B signals to provide an effective 
proximity warn ing dev ice. A further feature 
of ADS-B is that it is cu rrently capable of 
receiving data transmissions giving current 
meteorological information and warnings as 
well as traffic advi ories. ADS-B is currently 
being triall ed in Alaska and Australia, where 
the cost of upgrad ing the ground radar 
environment is considerabl e. An excellent 
overv iew of ADS-B can be seen at 
www.garmin.comlaviationladsb. html. 

The ADS-B airborne transponder has a 
similar spec. to a Mode S transponder, and 
wi ll initially be subject to similar costs, both 
for purchase and installation. However, I 
believe it has inherently a greater attraction 
for gliding. Unlike Flarm, it can provide 
effective proximity warning information for 
gliders, which will also incl ude vvarnings 
aga inst other GA and some military aircraft. 
It has Significant development potential, 
including a solution to provide remote 
tracki ng informat ion for gliding competitions 
such as the recently introduced Gliding \. , 
Grand Prix. ~ 
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he one you don't see 

Richie Arnall describes what 
it's like to fly with Flarm, the 
Swiss-developed glider-specific 
collision warning system 

RETURNI NG lo Sistl'lOll after a 10llg 

(l ight, (urther north Ihan.1 had been 

b "fore, c10udhClse lowerrng, sO<l rrng 


Ih ' \' es t om slopes oi F! 1 ~l yeul Ivioulltain to 
get Ilough heighl lO comiurtcJb ly gl id > 10 

the ail1-ield. uddenlY,l small wd rn ing sir n 
chi rps oul, t()llowed by P;)UI in th e reclr of 
the J'-1I1US sa ling: "12 o'clock. lightl y low". 

" ,0 1 him!" I r ply, a~ I sight :1 glider 
cr llling toward s us, cJllloufiag d by broken 
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ral ches of snow. The chance 01 colli sion 
r duces rap idly <lS I Illove Jway frolll th 
mounta in. 

I have flown in the French Alps quite a lot 
and las t ye,n had a very nca r miss whilst 
lI y ing along J mountain ridg without the 
benefit of co llision avoidance equipment. 
I .1111 sure that the other pilot did not see me 
either as our closing speed was around, I 
guess, 150kl. I rememher physically ducking 
in the cockpit - not that it would have clone 
Ille any good. 

With that experience last year and hearing 
ah ut new equipment developed especi all y 
tor gl iders CJ li ed Flarm Irom JJcques Noel 
- the FI .I t La Motte du CClire - I decided 
the best thi ng I c uld do was to get one for 
this year's RAFGSA exped ition to Sisteron. 

Th e green LED light at 

five a "clock on this Flarm 

indicates the presence of 

another Flarm-equipped 

aircraft within about 2km 

that is not a current 

collision risk . If there is a 
chance of collision the 

green turns to red. The 

next warning is then a 
flashing red light that 

increases in frequency 

as time 10 collision 

decreases. The warnings 

are accompanied by an 

audio signal 

(Richie Arnall) 

FIJrlll is small lightweight colli sion 
avoidance dev ice deve loped in Switzerl and 
by a l1un-profit-lllak ing group, to reduce the 
incid n e of mid-air co lli sions Jnci also to 
provide obstac le warning. 

How it works, simplified: the equipillent 
transmits a low-power radio signal contain
ing GPS pOSiti on Jnd situati on informJti on. 
Reception of thi s information by another 
Flarm will enab le the ca l 'ulation of any 
con fli ct. 

Hiring one was a non-stMter so I dec ided 
to bite the bu llet and order one. My first 
attempt was (rom Germany frolll aver)' 
helpful company; however, they had a 
backl og of orders that could not be sa ti sfied 
within the expedition timesca le. Luckily, the 
French ,1gent had stock ... but he didn 't take 
cred it cclrds. Time was a problem for money 
tr;:lIlsfer and poslage. Thi s w s resolved by a 
slight deviation via Valence n route to 
Sisteron, lo meet the ,lgenl, exchanging cash 
(646 Euros) for a brand new Version 3 Flarm. 

Because of the trJil er length, we agreed 
to Illeet at J roadside location on the 
outskirts of Va lence, appeJri ng dubious, 
ex hanging c) wad of notes for a rel Jti vely 
SIllJII polythene bag. 

I n true development style, the i nsta Ilation 
was a little "Hea th Robinson". Instructions 
prov ided were in French; howev r, I had 
lownloaded Engl ish instructi on from lhe 

ex ellent website. Self-adhesive Velcro is a 
godsend: the unit we ight was light enough 
to fix to th e lap of the rear instrument 
coaming of my Janus. This seem to be the 
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Left. Nick Smith took this 

photograph during the 

RAFGSA's spring 2006 

expedition to Sisteron in 

the Southern French 

Alps. Flarm. if fitted, 

would alert a pilot in this 

type of situatIOn to the 

presence of another 

Flarm-equipped sailplane, 

even though, being 

behind him, it is outside 

his field of view 

Right: this sailplane is 

using Flarm and. while 

the glider on the ridge 

below left IS clearly 

visible, what's happening 

below and ahead? The 

lights on the instrument's 

"clock face" are red. 

indicating that a collision 

is possible. The four 

green lights on the left 

in a vertical row are, 

from top, Receive, Send, 

GPS and Power 

(photo: Richie Arnall) 

best common place for two-seater gliders, 
i1 l1ow ing the lillie r<l elio aeri al to be in the 
verti ccil plane, giving the best reception. 
Power came from J small dedica tecl gc.l cell 
battery installed in the luggage compartment 
(55mMIl 12V). The C PS aeri al was likewise 
secured with Velcro to the coarning. 

Th e display on th co front of the Flarm unit 
consists of a cl ock face displ JY of bi-colour 
Li ght Ernilling Diocles (LEOs) . The centre 
of the clock face has four o f th ern: two for 
indicating above Jnd two below, at different 
angles . To the left of the cl ock face display 
are four status LEOs, The Power one is 
obvious. The C PS light indicates steJdy 
when CPS reception is okay and flashes 
whilst Jcquiring sJtellites. 

The Sencl light indica tes that the unit is 
transmitting afler getting a Vil lid C PS fi x. 
The Receive li ght indi ca tes th .) t ,mother 
Flarm is transm illing in the irnnlE'diate area 
(c irel 2km). Thi s is the first indi cation of 
another Fl il rrn-eq uipped glider. 

On switching Fl il rm o n~ th e CPS fix W,15 
very quick, norrnall y w ithin 30 seconds. 
Any othcor tra nsmitting Fl arm gliders on the 
ground would be detected by the Receive 
light but there would be no clock code 
indiciltion unless you were about to tow 
your glider into il nother. 

In fli ght, the first indication was the 
Receive LED, followed by a green cl ock 
code indicat ion, followed if there was a 
eh, nee at' co llision by il steady red light, 
fo ll owed by a fl ashing red increasing in fl ash 
t'requcncy as th e time to collision came 
down. All red warnings are accompanied 
by <1 uciio warnin gs of increasing pit ch. 

I found in fli ght th at t receivecl ,11Illl)stno 
(illse il lilrms, t'l y ing in th ermil ls w ith other 
Flil rm-equi pped gliders producl'd onl y 
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steady green warning despite the prox imity 
it' you were racked into a thermal together. 
1\1\ore errati c c ircling did produce warnings. 
O ne of the drawbacks of Fl il rm is thilt both 
(a ll ) gliders must be fitted and functi onal for 
th e ~ys tem tu work. However, it' you get a 
warning, you Gin be sure that the other glider 
will get one as well, whi ch is reassurin g. 
The warnin gs are suppress ible with th e push 
button on th e Fl arrn front panel, but 
in prac ti ce we fll'Ver used the 1', cilit y, just 
leav ing the Flarm to get on w ith things. 

O n clea r OilYS, often you would see 
gliders prior 10 any presence warning-s but 
inv,lriahl), under poor conditions slIch as 
at clouclbase the Flarm was markedly 
superior. I estimated that in the Alps every 
Swiss glider was equipped; most of th e 
Cerman ones were, whilst the French had 
<I slower uptake. They were filling them to 
Sisteron Aeroclub single-sea lers du rin g nul' 
two-week stay this spring. 

O ne of rn y justifi cations jor purhasing a 
Flarm W;'S as a back-up logger, although not 
approved ,1 t the moment the system records 
.igc fil es, whi ch can be downloaded. Th ere 
is a bil rorn etric pressure sensor w ithin Flarm 
bu t no engine-running recorder. 
An obstac le database is stored in the Flann, 
which provides co llision warnings t'or obsta
cles such as illilsts or electri city transmis ion 
lines across va lleys. 

The biggest problem is the requirement for 
all gliders to be equipped in order t'or the 
system to be full y fun cti onal. 

Thco continentills seem to be Jddress ing 
thi s problem with over 30()O Fl arm s 
delivered to elate, parti cul arl y to lllou ntJin 
il reas. Thl' Flarm docs not give you steering 
direc ti ons in the event of J co il ision 
warning, presumably to Z1 void turnin g you :-

Above: Although it is nol a universal system, many 

Alp ine sailplanes are equipped with Fiarm, which 

(below) gives warnings from a database for obstacles 

such as masts or wlfes across valleys (Jay Rebbeck) 
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PROXIMITY WARNING SYSTEMS 

".. into a mountain. II is up to you to 
resolve the confli ct. 

For the UK the main problem is that 
the unit transmits on a frequency that is not 
approved for aeronautica l transmiss ion, 
bei ng reserved for ground-based short-range 
devices . However, the European Union 
harmonisation may actually be in our favour 
here as we il re now all using the same 
frequency spect rum; therefore if a device is 
all owed on the con tinent, justification for 
not all owing its use in the UK is tenuous 
gi ven the numbers in continental use. 

Recent developments; the new LX7007 
vario system can now be delivered w ith an 
integral Flarm module. SeeVou ,"Iob ile and 
StreP la Mobile PDA software will display 
Flarm warnings transmitted by N,VIEA data. 
Remote displays are ava ilable for two-seJt 
aircraft or for hiding the Flarm unit behind 
the instrument panel. This display is remark
Jbly compact and fa irl y priced. Another 
development is a voi ce synthesiser devi ce, 
which will tell you of any conflict. Also I 
believe the Swi ss Helicopter Rescue Service 
is using the system for glider and obstacle 
avoi dance. 

Future developments : it may be possible 
to replace/incorporate the obstac le database 
with an airspace database to produ ce an 
autonomous airspace warning device, which 
would be more appli cable for the UK. A 

.About ten different pilots 

flew with Flarm in my Janus. 

All of them expressed praise 


and enthusiasm for the system, 

especially for mountain soaring' 


ground-based system is potentially under 
deve lopment in South Africa, whi ch could 
be used to track glider movements in a local 
area, relatively cheapl y. The Australians are 
develop ing their own va rian t, whi ch has 
some interesting potential. 

About ten different pil ots fl ew with Flarm 
in my Janus. A ll of them expressed praise 
and enthusiasm for the system, particul arl y 
w ithin the moun ta in soaring environment. 

The Flarm system will not change the 
ongOing EASNCAA Light Aviation 
Transponder requ i rements but it does 
however introduce a cost-effective and 
low power consumption co ll ision warn ing 
system. 

I feel should it be given permiss ion by the 
appropri ate frequency allocati on agency and 
the pri nciples of Flarm be adopted by the 
UK gliding movement. 

For more in formati on see: www.flarm.com 

Richie, 46, has been g liding since 1976 and 
is a fuff-rated instTUctor. He has aff three 
D iamonds and 2,600hrs, of which 300hrs 
are mountain soaring in the A lps and Andes. 
An avionics engineer in the RAF and DCFI of 
Bannerdown, he owns a share in a Janus C 

Next issue: what's happening w ith ADS-B? 

Another pair of eyes 

MY LOCAL airfield, writes Simon Waddell, is 
Bex, east of Lake Geneva, lust one of a dozen 
or so Swiss clubs launching gliders into our 
region of the Alps. To this you can add a number 
of French clubs to the south. On any good 
weekend In the season there will be scores of 
gliders airborne. We have approx 70 members, 
of whom about 40 fly regularly. On any flyable 
weekend, we have 12-15 gliders in the air. 

Although the Alps are a relatively large play
ground, there are a number of points where 
traHlc tends to congregate - airfields, cols, 
well-known hotspots, ridges, trophy mountains, 
and so on - crealing areas of Increased risk of 
collision. I personally know two pilots Involved in 
two separate mid-airs -luckily all survived - and 
the same would be true of most pilots. In my 
20 years of flying (in the UK and Switzerland) 
I have also been Involved In a couple 01 near 
misses at cloud base. 

During the winter of 2004, together with three 
or four other clubs in the area. Ollr committee 
took the deCision to equip all club machines with 
Flarm and make it mandatory on all privately
owned machines USing club tugs. It was not 
made mandatory on self-launchers. It would be 
fair to say that was some Initial resistance to the 
idea - along the lines of many of the arguments 
recently featured on Internet chat rooms - but 
the committee carried the day, and we have now 
accumulated a season and a half of experience. 

Many other Swiss clubs adopted the same 
measure, as did most German and Austrian 
clubs flying in the Alps - the French appear to 
have their own administrative problems that 
have limited adoption - so now the majority, but 
by no means all , of the gliders one encounters in 
flight in the Alps are Flarm equipped. 

As far as I am concerned, the experience has 
been 100 per cent positive. I cannot instance 
any occasion where Rarm has prevented a 
mid-air inVOlving me, but there have been many 
where it has pinpOinted traHic I had not seen. 
and perhaps would not have seen. I think I have 
average "see and be seen" skills and Flarm 
forms a very useful complement to them, 

When flying with a passenger, every pilot 
appreCiates the contribution of the extra pair of 
eyes, and that is what Flarm has provided me. I 
find it a very useful addition to my equipment. In 
castlal conversations around the club I have 
never heard an "anti' comment (other than con
cerning a software problem) - except from two 
self-launcher owners who don't have it installed 
and who appear to have infallible 3600 Vision. 

11 is worth saying a few words about the warn
ing display This was originally a horizontal strip 
of 10 LEOs, although a separate plan poSition 
display, like a clock face, was released as an 
accessory by the lime I bought my Flarm. I 
found the linear display diHicult to interpret in a 
hllrry but the plan display was easy. 

" I have a crltioism, it would be the following: 
during normal flying, there is lIn/e need to 

include Rarm in the instrument scan - so none 
of the feared (by some) Increase in heads-down 
flying there. However, when an alert IS generat
ed you do have to look at the panel just at the 
very instant when you SHOULD urgently be 
looking outside. To alleviate this problem 
installed my display in the glare shield. 

Furthermore , last winter I discovered an 
accessory called TR-DVS made in Switzerland 
(www.triadis.ch) . This connects to the Flarm and 
provides a synthesised vocal warning (eg : beep
beep eleven o'clock 400 metres) . My wife 
offered this to me for my birthday (luckily in 
February) and I haven't looked at my Flarm all 
this season except for periodic status checks. At 
the moment, DVS also warns of attempts to land 
wheel-up (not yet done that). The next version 
will warn of attempts to take off with airbrakes 
open (done that) and IIying with the wheel down 
(and done that toO) - this all assumes the 
necessary switches and wires are installed in 
the glider. At the moment, DVS is available in 
English, French and German. 

As regards ergonomiCS, it has been easy to 
incorporate into the panel. Those who reject 
Flarm on the baSis that their panel is already full 
clearly have no understanding of the system. My 
Flarm is fitted behind the panel, with a remote 
antenna. The circular warning display, about the 
size of a British 50p piece, is incorporated into 
the edge of the glare shield, practically in my line 
of sight - I keep it installed despite the DVS 
since the hole is already there. On the opera
tional side of things I would say: 
1. While Flarm represents a tiny additional 
current drain on the battery, it has eliminated the 
need for a separate GPS for Winpilot. FAI. 
approval is of little interest to me. 
2. The first annual software update was painless 
for me, a lapsed computer engineer. For the less 
technical , the club gave a free update service. 
3. There were reports of some instability with the 
new software. I didn't experience anyand a later 
release of "bug fix" software eliminated it. 
4. It has proven reliable in operalion. 

On the downside, the Flarm organisation 
arose out of one of the Swiss technical schools 
and lacks some aspects one might hope for of a 
support infrastructure. For example, the website 
and all their documentation is German-language 
only. Some documents are available in English 
but these are benevolent contributions from third 
parties in the gliding community. 

I find the recent internet discussions about 
Flarm, TCAS, ADS-B and MODE S confusing, 
both technically and logically. As I see it, Flarm 
provides increased protection against the great
est risk in my flying. It is not a universal panacea 
and I don't care. I know that I will probably have 
to replace it (or complement it) with something 
else in a few years but that is the nature of life 
today. My Flarm cost me £250 in 2004 and will 
last for at least 4-5 years. £1 per week for the 
increased security - it's a no brainer. ~ 

Sailplane & GJiding 24 

http:www.triadis.ch
http:www.flarm.com


WHY I GLIDE 
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SOARIN IN T O T HE WIND 
I " IN;h 'Id;/ ' '.J, .,r ,,,,,, . I n'~~t ./ Ih< Sil1/"ncti Gl/dlnQ _'uling 

Main picture: Moyra 

"all glammed up" on 

the fronl 01 the Daily 

Mail in AuguS11935; 

Above right: she was 

the only woman pilot 

when she joined YGC; 

Right: seen with Kelly 

Teagle, one of YGC 's 

instructors, Ihis year 

Once you get the bug ... 


W
HEN Moyra Johnson was a little 
girl , she caught measles - so her 
fat her strung a toy aeroplane above 

her bed to give her something to play with. 
Today, more than 80 years later, she looks 

upon that as the start of her lifelong passion 
for flying - a pass ion wh ich now leaves 
her probably the o ldest woman gl ider pilot 
in Britain and honora ry president of her 
"he,)Ven on earth", Yorkshire Gc. 

For a sma ll child dreaming of fl ying like 
that toy above her bed, any old ai rcraft 
would probably have done. 

But when a few years later a fri end of her 
father's allowed her to help him build an 
Ameri 'om kit glider in th e garage of their 
home in York, the young Moyra knew where 
her future lay. 

Not in powered flight, in the sort of plane 
her dad gave her as a toy, but in the shape 
of the strange beast being built in the garage . 

Even though that glider never really flew 
- "When it wasn't bre<Jking it was having 
heavy land ings," she says - it was enough 
to convince her that flying without an 
engine was the cha llenge'she craved. 

"It 's someth ing you get sm itten by," says 
Moyra, who li ves in a lovely old town hOllse 
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... you're stuck with it. Richard Harris (pictured left) interviews 
Moyra Johnston - who joined Yorkshire GC two years before 
Amy Johnson did and, 71 years on, is its honorary president 

in the heart of York, 25 miles from the club. 
"Once you get th e bug you're stuck with il." 

It was in 1935 that the 19-yea r-old Moyra 
Horsley fi rst came to Sutton Bank, home of 
Yorkshire GC, not giving a thought to the 
fact that in th ose days gliding was a firmly 
male pursuit. 

" I have always been a bit of a tomboy," 
she says. "I was an only child and I was 
a gi rl and I Lhin k my iather taught me all 
the things th at that boys did rather than girls. 

"G liding was just something I wilnted to 
do - and anyway it was one of the cheapest 
sports you could go in for !" 

Moyra was, not surprisingly, the on ly 
woman member at Sutton Bank, al though 
Amy Joh nson (the first woman to il y solo 
from England to Australia and the most 
famous female avia tor in history) joined 
briefly a couple of yeal's later. 

These days Moyra tends to minimise 
the pioneering nature of her earl y fl yi ng, 
dismissing bit as " just something I had to 
do". But her bulging scrapbook gives some 
clue to how unusual it was for a woman to 
be flying gliders back in those pre-war days. 

It wasn't just th at she was extraordin aril y 
good look ing ("pretty" and "blonde" were 

two adjectives never far away from any 
newspaper reports of the day), although that 
undoubted ly helped. 

But the very fact that a young woman was 
indulging in such a pastime was enough to 
turn her, as one newspaper admitted, into 
" the darling of the press". 

"Soaring Into the Wind" sa id a front page 
head line in the Daily Mail on August 26, 
1935, where a photograph of Moyra - "a ll 
gl ammed up," as she puts it - adorned a 
report on the national gliding meeting at 
Su tton Bank. 

And the cl ub - founded just a coup le of 
years earlier by enthusiasts who included 
the likes of former world champion Philip 
Wills and Fred Slingsby, founder of Slingsby 
Aviation - banned her and other women 
from its summer club meeting on the 
grounds that they wou ld be " too much of 
a distraction". 

" I was pretty unusual in those days, I 
suppose, but it was someLhi ng I wanted to 
do and I wasn't go ing to let the men beat 
me," she says. " In my own mind I was better 
than the lads anyway !" 

Not that it was all plain sa iling. One of 
her earli est appearances in the loca l paper 
came under the headline "Woman Pilot's 
Pluck After Landing On Cliff Edge", an 
account of a hard land ing wh ich left her 
w ith a 12 shillings and sixpence (that's 62p) 
bi II for a broken skid . " I was more interested >
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WHY I GLIDE THIS POTENTiAl 750 DAY 

in {he l echnic~1 Cduse of the Jcc iclent, " she 
ca lmly (old the Incal reporter. 

Even so, sho say5, sll ch exp rien s meant 
that for a long time afterward she made 
tip jOllrney to Sutton Bank with bUllerfli es in 
hor' stomach. 

"I defy Jnyonp to say they helve no fe, r," 
she SilyS. "Everyone hJS fea r and someti rTP 
I would be terrified." 

In the e<lrly clays r\lloyra was ilccompilnied 
to the gliding ' Iub by her parents, who 
slilyed there rn ;) carava n and ciiec tively put 
an end to <lily" anoodling" with the younger 
male m mb rS. She did Ihough trike up J 
promising friendsh ip with one young pil ot, 
Henry Blakeslon (mu .h lat r the cl ub's jOint 
pres ident with her until his dea th in 1994). 

But he married her best fri end Esille 
Forst'r, whom he m t when Moyra took 
her to Su lto n Hank one day Lo intruduce h r 
to the new world of gliding. 

Moyra's f'Jrl y tr;ti ning on J basic D ickson 
Primarv - little more th an a chair on wheels 
- I d h'er to Iw r first gliding qUJlifi cJtion , an 
A Cert i li cilte whi ch she achieved for staying 
dirborn e for W seconds on July 14 19. c. 

Lc 5 than a month later she got her B 
Cert ifica le, for turning leit ancl right, and, on 
September 29, her C ClOrtificate, for ke ping 
0 11- the ground for rt iull iive minutes . 

Those were the las t gliding qUJliii cJ lions 
Moyra ve l' h Ih "red w ith , because she has 
"somehow never quite got round" to such 
things as Bronze or Sil ver I~ aclg '5 ."1just 
enjoy flying. " sh ys. " I don't need 
anyt.hing els ' to make it c ny bell 1'. " 

For ~omeone sO ab urbed by gli li ng, 
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it is ironic thJt Ernest Johnson, the man 
Ivloyra marri ed in 193U, never shart'd his 
w iie's enthusiasm ior il ying."Ernest really 
clicln 'llikc flying at all so he had no interest 
whal so "ver in glidi ng," she says . "He WJ S 
not at JII Iike me. I fee l I'v' been ab le to fly 
il ll my life - I E'ven fly in my drea ms!" 

Despite h or age Moyra - a Freeman of 
the cities of both York ancl London, thanks to 
her great greJ t grandfather's prowess JS a 
gun-ITlJker - shows no sign of slowing down. 

She still plays an activ part in the glicling 
club and, although a nasty virus brought a 
temporary stop to her fl ying last ye,lI', she is 
looking forward to gelling back into the air 
agil in soo n. 

" I have JIW<lyS Jdored Sutton Bank," ,he 
says. " I love it. It is my heJven on e'Hth. 
I love tht, atmosphere up there. I like the 
countrysicie dnd I Iike tlw people. There' 
is something different abou t glider pil o{s 
and I've hardl y Illet a bad ont' yet" 

She tJkes sil tisfacti on in knowing th,l[ 
more than 70 years ago she blitzed a trai l 
ior toclJy's fem ale glider pil ots_ 

" I've never bel ieved that men mJke bet! ' r 
p ilots th'ln wOlllen," she says, "and I've 
never bcJievedthe)' learn quicker either. 
They're just better at pretonding that they 've 
lea rned it! " 

The Yorkshire CC's only wOlllan instructor, 
Kell y T("ag le - who went solo 11 years ago 
when she was 1b - is one of those who has 
benefited. " It's pretty impress ive, isn't it?" 
she comments. " I'd like to go on fl ying for 
as long as I can - but dnother nO years? \ . 
I doub! it! " ~ 

A bit of 

Lasham pilot David Masson 
explains the forecasting and the 
psychology that lay behind his 
84Skm flight on July 11, 2006 

BACK IN 2002 1w rotc an Jrticlc about 
my first 750km on a fantastic day in 
April o f that yea r. I ended that with 

the intention of doing a 7S0km triangle, a 
7SOkm in 15-metre mode and a crack at 
the big one (1,000km) whcn the opportunity 
presented itseli. I've fail e.d. The attempts h<.lvC 
ended in quite a few flights over 720km, 
often on not-cntirely-good days. I think therE' 
have been two 1,OOOkm days si nce then, 
hut I cou ldn 't go for it on either one. I have 
got beller at wea th er forecasts (spOiling 
potentially good days), planning big ilights 
and quitc a few mates now have their 750s 
w ith a bit of my input. 

2006 has not proven good for "poss ible 
750" days and I missed those earlier in the 
season. To my knowledge no-one had yet 
done a 750 in England Jnd I had bcen 
stret ching the mea ning of "poss ible" and 
"optimism" to try to get the first. This arti cle 
desc ribes the met I looked at and thE' task 
pl anning I did, but undoubtecll y the biggest 
factor is the high level of optimism I needed. 
To set the scene, I must add what a fI ight I'd 
made three clays ea rli er had reminded me... 

Though the weather wasn't go ing to be 
epic I had planned a double O/R 750 into 
East Angli a with a remote (irom Lasham) start 
anci finish. With a front coming in from the 
north-west quicker than expected (or hoped 
for) I fe ll back Jnd completed a S16km task_ 
I'd taken off into a duff sky, struggled doing 
onl y 50km/h for two hours before connecting 
w ith the "good" weclth er, 200km dowilw ind, 
th en hack into a 17kt w ind along broken 
streets under a very spreadout sky and cir rus 
from the incoilling front. 

No-one else did much irolll LJ shalll that 
day. It remindeclme how much could he 
done if your task coincided w ith energy lines 
and you C<.luld avoid the slow bits. With 
a beller start and iinish po int O il that dJY, a 
7S0 would not actuall y h~ve been that 
iar ofL And it rpillinded me oi the levels of 
optimi sm you need to have on some days. 

Weather 
As Tu esday, Jul y 11 , approached severa l 
people had asked me what I thought about 
it. I WJsn 't th at committal. It wasn't cl eJ r it' 
the co ld front was going to go through eJrly 
enough and each run of the model I looked 
at gave slightly diiferent answers. Putting my 
thoughts into words gJve something like: 
IIII should be good ailer th ' (ront with cu 
and an early start. But I'm nol sure at what 
height the inversion is going 10 form. I'm 
prell)' sure it ~, going to gel too stable and 

Sailplane & Gliding 



met and lots of optimism 


N52Wl (around Buckingham). typical 01 the forecast 

soundings for lOam 

blue at Lasham, but across the middle of the 
country it ma)f be good enough. It can also 
go blue in the middle, but East Anglia and 
towards Wales should retain eLI most o( the 
cia)'. " I really didn 't want to think that a 
750 wasn't a possibility. I had to remain 
optimistic unti I I kn ew ot hen,vise. 

Most of my nwtes who wanted 7505 wer 
away ;)t comps so I was glad I didn't need 
to send a "possible 750 alert" - I'd probably 
make a fool of myself agai n. On Sunday the 
on ly person I gave any warning to was my 
syndica te partner, AI Nunn, who has a share 
in a Nimbus 3 Jnd has been trying hard for 
his first 750: "Not sure about Tuesday as a 
potential 750. Last time I looked it didn 't 
quite look there (becau e of the air around 
Lashil m), though it CQu id ue in the middle of 
the country. Let me know i( )fou could fI)1 

and if )fou could be warned at short notice." 
Jack Harri 50n was rating the day as a 2. 

I could see where he was coming from, but I 
was sure he was placing too much emph Cl sis 
on a low inversion and the prohability of 
its being blue. I had been tOo busy to do a 
proper Lasham forecJst, but I ·ou lcln 't stand 
the th ought of peop le missing this potentiJlly 
good day. So on Monday evening I did 
quick note suggesting it wasn't that far off 
a possible 750 day across the midd le of the 
coulltry <wei what I was unsure abou t - how 
tlw forecast soundings could be misinterpreted 
and hide an inverSion that actuall y allowed 
cu below it. With my kick of time to put any 
deta il on it ami inability to say " it 's definilely 
go ing to he good", I ended by sta ting I was 
going to fly whatever and put the onus of 
dec ision on the reader: " Ii you go with me 
you' re an optimi st dS well". I'm glad to say 
quite a few I.asharnites took heed. 

OnE:' deteli I I didn 't mention was th e fact 
that pos t-cold front I thought th ere W(1S the 
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Right.· N52Wl at 1600. Realistic temperatures and 

dewpoints suggest this was blue or nearlly-blue. There 

was probably an inversion at 4500-500011. but slighrly 

cooler below, allowing some hazecaps 

All diagrams and maps enhanced by Steve Langland 

The satellite images on p29 overleaf are courtesy of 

MODIS Rapid Response Project at NASAlGSFC 

poss ibility of co ld air advection taking pl ace 
aloft, most likely north of London, giving 
increased thermal st rength and depth of 
convec tion in lhat area. I did not keep the 
forecast soundings th at suggested this, so 
I cannot present them as proof. This heav il y 
influenced my clecision to do th e bulk of my 
task in that area (so what if it's a bit blue 
round some of the rest of the ta sk! ) 

EJ rl y on Tu esday I looked briefly at the 
mU, then went to LJshilm to ri g and wa ter. 
I had already looked at a lot o(soundings 
JrDund the already-decided task area and 
had kincl of mJde my mind up anyway. In 
print, without being able to vary temperilture 
and dew point and give you a fee l for the 
results of those v,lriations, it is hJrd to 
convey my reJI feelings for the day. 

But herr; are a few of the de ider. for me. 
First are lh · 09Z sound ings (abuve h:t't!. They 
all showed eelrly cu with convection already 
going we ll , cl oudbase approaching ,000ft. 
To the east dewpoint5 were hi gher (and 
cloLidbase lower) towa rds the receding front. 
I wasn't sure how ear ly that front wou ld 
clear East Anglia. I won't present the 12Z 
soundings. Th y suggested it going we ll over 
the whol e task area, but w ith the ri sk of it 
hluing out in the middle. The l 5Z forecas t 
soundings (right) show a cross-section across 
the task area, indica ting the tendency for or 
probability of its being blue' in the midcll 
but with CLi in the east and vest of th e ar a. 

Task planning and a fall-forward 
It still wasn't going to be a str, ightforward 
750 day - I need dto give myse lf a helping 
h,md. So I planned around 7BO on the basis: 
- that I wanted to fl y as much as possible in 
what I th ought was the bes t air (East Angli a); 
- task alignment could exp loit Jny 5tJeet ing; 
- the first leg was downwind to ht' lp cover 
ea rl y distance, espec iall y ilS the wind was 
foreelst to reduce during the day; 
- I'd go towards Wil les, where thre'd be cu, 
but not too f,u because there'd b too much; 
- I'd have to cross the possibly blue bit in 
the middl , of the country; 
- I didn't W e nt to start from Lasham: going 
round the LTMA would cost me too much 
distance and I couldn't go downwind first; 
- Dideot might help w ith firstll Jst climbs. 

On the dilY itself eu formed eMly and 
I found myself ready at 9a m. I always 

N52El (Suffolk) at 1600. Higher dewpoints in the east 

suggested there would retain cumulus for fonger. ThiS 

still goes blue if dewpoints drop much 

N52W2 at 1600. Near blue, but further west (Leominster) 

it was almost definitely going to retain cu at 4, 500·5. ooOlt 
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» 	 bear in mind I can fall forward if an earlier
than-expected start is possibl e. A phone call 
from the Standard Nationals at Bicester, 
asking about th e w ather, gave me the gen 
I needed (thanks, Kay) - it was already going 
well there with some streeting. Uncanny 
- I was just about to ca ll her' I rushed back 
to the computer and stretched the task a 
little to let me have a crack at theiS-metre 
distance record, but still allowing a 750 
if I ended up at, say, Bicester. I came up 
with Membury - Ratt lesclen - Leominster 
- Bury St Edmunds - Membury (845.8km). 

The flight 
I got il tug very quickly (thanks, Nick). We 
took off at 9:30am and headed north-west, 
passing clouclbase at 1 ,500ft QFE, and then 
above the eu for reall y beautiful tow into a 
strongish headwind. I elected to pull off at 
around 5,000ft a few kilometres short of 
Membury. This would give a long initial 
glide with a tailwind but meant I'd have to 
finish quite high (due to the 1,000m rul e). 

First leg: MEM-RAT 11l4km at 96kmfh: There were 

some hints of w~v<: , hovE' th" CU, hut I ignored them 

and fell below cloudbase to the north oi Didcot where 

it was around 3,O()Oit. CloudbJse drop[1ed " I went 

north- ast, but I made fa ir progress with bits of 

following - and the udd top-up to cross - streets. After 

gett ing p.l t Luton's Jirspu. c i t wa s easy to follow good 

energy lines, th e slreets (, li gned west-north-west l got 

bell~r, the thermals got better Jnd I was reali, motoring. 

The street- iell apilrt a littl e before th" turn and. in the 
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di,tanec' to the ,outh-east, I cou ld set: the ba <;k end of 

th· cold front th,lt had dedfcd ('arlier (phew - I hadn 't 

been sure whether or not I'd catch it up i. 

Second leg: RAT-LEO 247km at 1l4kmfh: Bar k to the 

streets, buI it took me a bit of time lu work ou t that th eir 

orientation had ch.lngcd dramJti cally. I suspected Ih is 

\-vas ,"" ave influence aloft. They st il l g,:"'c some very 

good following up to around Newport Pagnell. Here it 

began to show signs of blu ing uut, th ' thermals lost 

their form and it felt like I slowed down a bit. Arr.Juml 

then I heard people st,lfting/rl'-starting ,t th e StanciJrds. 

I sn iggered as I'd already donl" around 300km. Th e 

nedrly blue b it didn't last that long and I hooked inlO 

some exc"lIent streets 10 take 111 ' the last SOkm in Jnd 

ou t of Leom inster. It W,15 ;,bout five hours into Ihl" flight 

heiore I finally got above 4,000ft Lashal11 QFE. 

Third leg: LEO-BSE 236km at 110kmfh: Downwind 

agelin dnd I started thinking about timing. I fi gured I 

could turn BSE by "bout 5pm, in wh ich case thi s task 

wa s w ell on - it should leave me at least two hours (or 

the 1,1st 1ROkm . Th e ne",ly-I>lue wasn't a pmblem thi s 

time JS there were hale caps dnd th e thermal s had 

organi ,ed themselves helter. Looking edst, the sky was 

iant,lsti, w ith booming u - buses up to S,500ft - dnd 

-kt-plus d imbs. Thi s was th cold -a ir advection I'd been 

hopi ng for doing ib stufi. Around lewport Pagne.1I I was 

joined by AI Nunn in a Skt thermal. 1 felt I had nag 'ed 

him a bit into this 750 atlempt. As we parted, I thought: 

"Good, he's going to get i t at last - another job done", 

Unfortunately, ;15 I approached tlSE the c louds stopped 

look ing so good. I didn't <"xpecl that. Still I turned 

almost dead on 5pm and still thought tl", rest woulJ 

be a romp.. 

w en 
<XI 

Fourth leg BSE-MEM 179km at 53kmfh: 

It w",n't. I couldn't believe that a sky that lonked so 

good half an hour ago could die so quickly. I hael one 

more reasonable climb O .5kt) and then .'truggled to 

i ind 2kt. I limped on into J main ly blue sky with a hv 
h,171' cap', but ~Iway out oi re<lCh. Down to I ,200fl on 

the eelge of Milton K ynes, I pushed over t.he eelg , oi 

th e tow n in the knowl clge that I couldn 't go too iJr, but 

could turn h,lCk anel land [I t Cranii cJd. A 2kt climb and 

a couple oi \Ve.a ker bubbles got me high enough for a 

glid.., to Bic -tee. That would get me past the 750 mark. 

I began to Ihink "evening th ~rmals, town s" . Around 

7pm I arrived over 13icester at aboul900it AGl. The 

Standard CI.l55 was all parked up and il dicllook very 

inVit ing. I explored (lver the town and found something 

vcry \V ak . I \·vas _0 , 0 close to gi ving up th - tClsk, 

beating up in front of the bar .md dropping in nn some 

m<ltcs. But it pi cked up and afler 20 minutes oi grinding 

away I was on glide to Abingdon. I had to go on. Th 

sky "'JS completely devoid of d()ud. Except one -

Didcllt - th e power st•. lti"n was still on! There was still 

hope. Ten minutes in O.9kt OYer Headington and th en 

another over south Oxiord, I thought: "Ii I can Just gel 

another 500it, I' ll go for D idcol". An other 10 minutes in 

O.Skt gave me that. And Ditkot was w()fking. f our 

separate bubbl 5 and I c limbed high enough for a 

comiOrtable glide hack to M emllury. arriving overhead 

at about 1,000it at 8:20pm. I'd done it! What an diort 

- only 45kmfh fur th e last two hours! 

Fiith "leg": MEM-Ianding - a bit of a lesson: I suppose 

I had better mention this ... I had run out oi drinking 

wat,>r two hours before and, after an 1 t -hour flight, 

I was very tired ,md dehydrdted. Desp ite plenty oj time 

to look arou nd Jnd plan my approach, my judgment, 
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Top right: Larkhill 06Z 

Shows the air Just post-front 

(it is still quite moist) and an 

inversion at around 3.000ft. 

Tngger temperature of 16°C 

gives cu at 1500ft. 

Below right: Larkhill 09Z 

Only three hours later and 

lots has happened. Cold 

air advection has occurred 

above about 3,000ft, raising 

the inverSion a lillie. The 

surface dewpoints have 

dropped dramatically. 

Convection is going well. 

but higher temperatures 

and lower dewpoints mean 

it is about to go blue. 

However, this could retain 

cu if cold air advection were 

to continue aloft 

L.eft: Nottingham 12Z 

Showing a superadiabatic 

layer from 2,500 to 3.800ft, 

which would give thermals 

a tremendous boost (they 

become super-buoyant). 

The temperature at 3.800ft 

is approx 0. 5°C less than it 

"should " be. This is the first 

time I have ever seen this 

on an actual sounding. This 

is what I think happened 

around Cambridge during 

Top: 12.30hrs, showing cu over the whole task area, 

with good west-south-west streeting in the east and 

beginning to blue out in the middle 

Above: 14. 15hrs, nearly blue in the middle. but still 

good cu and some streeting at both extremes of the 

task area. Spreadout further west 

decision-making ,l nd re,Kl ions werl' badly iml',l ired. 

I ch'lng(~d my mind aboul where I wa, going 10 pul her 

down and Illy drrivLll on the ground was less Ih;1Il 

eleganl. The resuliing grouncl loop caused some ci.lm.]gc 

to Ill y baby. II spo iled 111)' d.1), sOl11ewh.11. I thought I 

was preLty good at look ing .1 11pr myself over ,t long 

il ight and I was shocked .1t how lillie I had Ieli. I cou ld 

have m,lcic a much worse mess of II. And to think I had 

had asked for an aerolo'vv rC'tricvc b~1C k to LlShc.1m . 

Utler madness! II '> not going to put me oif long flights 

- I must leMn III look .liter myself even beller. Pl edSP 

learn irol11 me: don't let it happen to you~ 

Results 
There were quite a few near misses for 750s 
from Lasham th at ciay - most JUSI failed at 
the end as the day died ra ther too quickl y. 
I'm rea lly pleased that AI Nunn completed 
his. They all went north-west first and were 
slow for the first hour or two. 

The contr<1st in our fortun es demonstrates 
the importance of task selection in getti ng 
the most out of a day. I got the met about 
right and matched a good task to it. If 
ratifi ed, my flight will be il new 15-metre, 
three-TP distilnce record of 844.0km. It turns 
out my finish altitude was slightl y too low 
(18 metres over the 1,OOOm rule). Allowance 
is nlade fo r thi s for distance attempts and 
it slightl y redu ces the distance I can claim. 

In retrospect, someone fJst in an Open 
CIJSS glider could have done a similar, but 
bigger task. 1,000km lVoulcJ probably have 
been possible on what, rea ll y, could not 
be regarcJed as an epi day. This re-confirms 
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the afternoon 

to rne th il l 1 ,OOOkrn-plus is well poss ible 
ill all lS-metre, or even a I S-metre, ship 
in thermals on ,1 really good day. I hope 
my next article will be about that. .. 

Conclusions 
Well, I am a weather mJn. I try to milke my 
foreG1sts as Jccurate as possibl e - a realist ic 
prediction of what the dJy should bring, 
Jlong with the possible variations. If I am 
allY good we should be able to put a broa d 
brush over what I say should hJppen and 
what ilctually happened il nd say: "Yes, that 
W<lS Jbout right". I think we can do thilt. 

BUT, I KNOW, I WILL BE WRONG OR 
INACCURATE - ilbout whilt happens where 
and when. Any forecJst has its limitations. 
I trust my own ones to il large extent, 
but baSica lly refu se to trust them impli ci tl )'. 
I st ill choose Lo remain optirnistic: it rna)' 
start earli er; it rni ght end later; it might be 
better over there; I rni ght be ilble to go 
closer to that; and so on. With the weather 
inforrnati on that I had it W<lS very hard to say 
to others that it WJS a "possible 750 day". 
In retrospect, I made a lot of correc t/lucky 
choices about the weather and the task. 
I have to admit I was incred ibly lucky to 
have completed it. O ne thing is certain 
- th ere is no way I could hilve gone for it or 
done it w ithout a big dose of optimi sm. 

David, from L,,,h,l l1l, flew his LS6 for 1 Oh!s 24mi" s on 

task, averaged 2 .Gkt in tlwrlllais and gJil1ed 

a lotal oi 4741 SeA Ladder points for thi s flight 
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Glider Training Evolution.... 

.... andRevolution 
www.glide.co.uk 

- Web bookable trainIng 
01767 677 077 

- 2:1 Pupil to Glider andInstructor ratio 
- 7 days a week 

COlTJbridge G iding Centre 
.......... the sky's t;he limit! 


So make sure you have a reliable umbrella. 
We can supply just the right cover for your 
glider or aircraft - let us keep you flying high 
(and dry)! 

heIIll aviation
insurance
services ltd 

Contact Stephen Hill or Andrew Hatfie'ld by: 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 Email: hillaviation@btconnectcom 
Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorksilire, HG4 5DF 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
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A fast 500 in thermals 

John Giddins of Aquila GC was 
glad he took notice of David 
Masson's optimistic forecast 
a few days after that epic 845km 

THE early part of luly saw dJys with 
excellent soaring conditions, high 
cloud bases and not temperatures. My 

regular revi ew of soaring forecasts indicated 
th at luly 19 was likely to be a good cross
country day with a high cloud base in the 
south. Tuesday evening's update suggested 
that the wind would be 130/10 (not Jlways a 
good direction) with high pressure moving 
east Jnd a sea breeze incursion possibly 
reJching St Neots. Blue thermJls were 
forec, st but in the west cu bases might reach 
7,000ft. Lasham's forecast was quite spec ific 
on the eastern and western boundaries of 
these conditions. Telephone conversa ti ons 
with Aquila GC members on Tuesday 
evening discussed possible east-west SOOkm 
tasks within the constraints of the forecasts. 
A further check was made early the next 
morning, but nothing had changed. 

Aquila was holding its soaring week at 
Hinton in the Hedges. Several club members 
and visitors were enthusiast ica lly rigging 
their gliders, including Andy Preston's 
Discus, Howard Stone's LS6-17, Martin 
HasLing's Mosquito, Jeff Luck's Nimbus 2 
and my Ventus 2C. The merits of six different 
500km tasks were discussed with Brackley 
North (BRA) - Ledbury (L ED) - St Neots 
(STN ) - Leominster (LEO) - Hinton (HINJ 
being settled on. A downwind first leg 
followed by an into-wind one during the 
strongest part of the day seemed to be in 
order. It would then be necessary to stay 
high in order to get round St Neots if the sea 
breeze had reached there before head ing 
back into the better conditions to the west. 

However, oi the four pilots attempting a 
500km task, two decided to go into wind to 
Bury St Edmunds on their first leg. 

A late start to thermals was expected due 
to the need for a high trigger temper<1ture. 
Launching started around 13.30 into blue 
conditions. The two gliders heading e<1st 
reported good climbs. My initial climb in my 
Ventus 2C, 584, was at an average of 3.6kt 
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to 4,700fl. I made J start at 14.02, crossing 
the line <1t 4,SOOft and cruising at 80kt, 
tracking over hot spots in the blue. Over the 
Cotswolds I decided to oper<1te between 
2,SOOft and 5,000ft and with Skt climbs 
I could cruise at 90kl. Reassured by the 
absence of any signs of sea air encroaching 
up the Severn estuary, 1 was able to climb to 
5,300ft east of the MS and almost JS high 
just east of the Malverns before turning 
Ledbury just 27 minutes after starting. 

The second leg was slower due to the 
headwind component but I was now able to 
operate between 2,500ft and S,SOOft using 
the haze caps that marked the lift on track . 
Keeping south of Towcester to avoid <1irspace 
prob lems, I had a fast run to Redford where I 
kept high in anticipation of sea air problems 
around 5t Neots, indicated by deteriorating 
visibility. To the east conditions looked deJd, 
confirming the soaring forec<1st for the day. 
I dashed into the sea air to turn St Neots at 
3,700ft and sped out with relief to a therm<11 
ne<Jr 5ackville Farm, which took me to 
7, 100ft at 6.7kL Climbs on track were now 
limited by the Daventry CTA but I not ed 
with satisfaction that at a point abeam 
Hinton I had completed 300km at 126km/h. 
What speeds, I wondered, would have been 
achieved under competition conditions? 

So far I hadn 't had <1ny low spots but I had 
now raised my operating height b<1nd as the 
climbs were a long way apart and cloudb<1se 
was well above 6,OOOft. It doesn't pay to get 
complacent! I made for a cloud over the 
Cotswolds, arriving beneath it at 4,O()Oft 
only to find it weak and dying. After gaining 
only 300ft I pressed on towards Shenington 
whi ch was now in the shadow of a large 
decaying cu. As I overflew at 2,1 OOft 
I sought comfort in the thought of the 
sunshine on the ground towards Shipston. 
Increasingly anxious, I flew at best glide 
down to below I ,400ft over a field being 
h<1rvested, where I sensed the air was slightly 
unstable. I didn 't want to dump my water 
ball ast so accepted a we<1k but deve loping 
thermal which took me to 2,200ft to give 
me the legs to reach another eu now 
forming south east of Shipston on 5tour. 
This one took me to ],200ft and I started to 
breathe again. The next was a 4-5 knotter 

to over 7,000ft - saved again! 
A c<1 11 to Howcud and M<1rtin showed they 

were to the west where conditions were 
ve ry good with a cloudbase of 8,000ft 
but inevitably scrappy low down, so they 
recommended staying high. I was blessed 
with a cloud street on track that enab led 
me to cruise at 90-1 OOkt, at the same time 
finding the base going even higher: 6,100ft; 
9,580ft just before Worcester and 8,1 50 ft 
north-east of BromY<1 rd. A cloud street let me 
race into Lcominster and return to Bromyard 
to climb to 9,900ft, which was sufficient to 
let me start my final glide for a -I ,250ft fini sh 
at Hinton to comply with the 1,OOO-metre 
start/finish difference rule. My time for 
the task was 4 hours 30 minutes, giving an 
average speed of 113. 9km/h. 

The day had proved most successful. 
The forec ast had been sound; task planning 
had been rea listi c; ta ctics in goi ng down
wind first and using the strongest part of 
the day to counter the sea breez.e problems 
in the e<1s t were justified. But because 
inter-th ermal distances had been very long, 
it had been importan t not to miss a climb at 
the bottom of the operating height baneL 

The pi lots who went to Bury St Edmunds 
hJd J good run to Cambridge but serious 
problems with the encroaching SC<1 air 
there<1fter, causing them to abandon their 
tasks. Howard and Martin completed their 
300km tasks while Andy had a relight before 
completing 200km at his best-ever speed. 

It never ceJses to aillaze me how vou 
Gin be barrelling along compl etely ~n top 
of the situation one minute, and the next be 
in the weeds. That's gliding for you l 

I hope this cuti cle will encou rage pilots 
to make use of the exce llent websites 
availJble <1nd to plan, fly and complete 
more and larger cross-country fli ghts_ 

John, d iull'ldled gti d ing inS1rucior and d mOlorglider 

instru tlur clS well as ch.lirman ~lI1d luglll<1s ter of Aquila, 

has two Diamonds and ,1 750km Dip loma. lie chocks 

weJ lherj ilck I www.ilaciv icl..« (). u kl\\.eal hcrj.l("k/~L·\RS.htm •• 

Nympsiie leJ (wW\\'.bR.qL<.:D.uklnwtflnc!,ly.htnll), DUllstcl bl e 

( \\'W\V, i fl ~tru lor.~l ndrl'\\,fodl.l (J.lI~/'.\'("llh('r.hlm ) dn(J L ~l~ h(l rn 

("i.-, W",, 'il, ·r/,uk). The latter WJS the iorccJst ",hlch 

was spcLific abou t the arca to ity ill and, John says, 

" is th(l nne I find mosl accurate - if slightl y optimisti c" . 
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A nevv solution for your 

glider insurance needs 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Division have put in place a facility for all your gliding insurance 
needs . Backed by 100% Company Underwriters security and offering competitive terms, it is serviced 
by one of the most experienced aviation teams in the London market 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited is a major international risk management, insurance broking and 
employee benefits organisation. We offer companies, partnerships and individuals innovative and 
proactive soluti,ons tailored to their needs. 

For further information please contact: 

Tony Mitchison Malcolm French 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2835 Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2883 
Email: tonymitchison @hsbc.com Email: malcolm.french @hsbc.com 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 

Aviation Division, HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, Bishops Court, 
27-33 Artillery Lane, London E1 7LP, United Kingdom. 

• www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com HSBC~ 

HSBC Insurance Brokers is a Lloyd's Broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
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DIGITAL GLIDING GALLERY 


•Farnboroug • 

a f-rst for Guy 

MANY ti7anks to glider aerobatic pilot Guy Westgate and photographers PeterAtkinson and 

Paul Morrison for allowing S&G exclusive use of this insider view 0 Guy practising for and then 

flying his first-ever Farnborough Air S/70w display. There, this July. he flew the Fox glider, which 

was towed by an Extra 300L. The photos below and top right are Paul's: the otl7ers are Peter's 
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CLUB CLASS WORLDS 


Storms 

Jay Rebbeck reports on some 
frightening flying, exceptional 
British teamwork, and how the 
Brits just missed Silver at Vinon 

FLYING in the French Alps is fine so 
long as you don't have any storms, 
Brian Spreckley told me before Vi non. 

Unfortunately th e Club Class World Gliding 
Championships saw the stormiest July in 
20 years and became a unique emotional 
rollercoaster Jike nothing I had experienced 
hefore. The flying was chJllenging, the 
competition fierce, the scenery stunning and 
the extensive storms were just plain scary. 

HJving tJlked to a number of top British 
pilots who had competed in the Alps it 
becJme clear that our mJin aims were to 
come back in one piece whilst learning as 
much CIS possible from what was sure to be 
an amazing experience. Ri ch Hood's loca l 
knowledge from having come second in 
the previous year's Pre-World contest proved 
invaluable, whilst my brother Luke and 
myself were having to learn fast with only 
il week's prJcti ce at Vinon under our belts 
before the Worlds. We quickly learnt ilS 
a team that MacCready theory goes out 
of the window when you're rilcing in 
mountilins. As Ri ch told us before the 
contest: "Glide slowly uphill but go like 
Hell when you're flyi ng downh ill! I' It was 
vital that you climbed high enough and 
flew at whatever speed you needed to arrive 
at the next mountain above the peak. 
When that wasn't possible you had to know 
which hills worked from low down and 
what your escape routes were so you could 
run to some smaller hills ... 

The first two contest days saw the three 
of us averaging around 112km/h in our 
wingletted Cirruses . With onl y a few km/h 
separating the top 20 pilots around these 
two very short ASSigned Area Tasks no 
serious points differen ces were traded. 
Large storms in the afternoons meant we 
were landing at 3.30pm befor gust fronts 
hit the site. Storms continued on Day 3 but 
a longer 300km racing task was set. The first 
turnpoint was deep in the valley leading to 
Brianc;on. We faced the first key moment 
in the contest after climbing up on to the 
high ground at the Ecrin. From there it WilS 
critical that we picked the right route in and 
out of the turn with enough height to clear 
the lowt'st 9,000ft col. 

As a first-tim er to this tri ck, I watched, 
followed and le,Jrned whil e Rich led the 
way. We made a cleil n transition back on to 
the high terrain, from where we could see 
a cu-nim wiping out a large area before the 
second turn. We dev iated to the highest 
local cloudbase we could find and topped 
up to 11 ,000ft. We took a slow 50km glide 

to the lilst turning point at Col de Cabre, 
overflying the mountain pa ss to contJct the 
building edge of the storm. Clearing a 
5,000ft ridge by Mound 20ft we just hooked 
on to the storm edge, climbed at 7kt to 
cl oudbase and ran along the storm edge for 
home. We had narrowly avoided a trap that 
sank 16 pilots, including France's golden 
boy Olivier Dilrroze and Luke, who missed 
the criticill climb only 10 minutes later. 

As we approached home, our stalwart 
captain Neil Goudie began relaying news 
that a violent storm WilS sweeping across the 
airfield. He described the scene: "Passing 
weather information to Jill' and Rich on that 
finill glide, which I was describing as heavy 
rain, light hail and number of lightning 
strikes per minute at the airfield, I felt like 
telling them to turn around, but understood 

'Despite the torrential rain, 
heavy sink and several close 
Hghtning strikes, the airfield 
eventually came into view' 

that thei r dec ision to continue rested with 
them, not me. It was bad enough being in a 
Cilravan, let alone gl iding into that." 

Neil 's synopsis didn't sound good, so we 
took what height we could. When our lilst 
climb finally gave up 20km out, I had a 
2,000ft safety margin and Ri ch was 500ft 
below me. Press ing for home with Rich 
behind, we ran into a Willi of water Skm out. 
Desp ite the torrential rain, heavy sink and 
several close lightning strikes the airfield 
eventually came into my view I km out. 
After realising that the lake in front of me 
was actually Vinon, I sp lashed down 
gratefully on to the submerged field. 
My crew Jo Murdoch risked life and limb 
to rescue me off the airfield whilst lightning 
struck all around us. 

Rich was not so fortunate: 3km from home 
he hit the gust front speeding out from the 

storm. From 600ft the plummeting air was 
so bad that he was on the ground within 
500 metres . It WilS rea lly tough luck for Rich. 
We had flown a dJy-winning performance 
together, but whil st I took the day's 1000 
points and moved into th e ove rall lead, 
Rich had to sit out J massive storm, watch 
20 pilots streaming overhead and lose 
400 speed po ints. 

Day 5 was the next memorable moment 
for the team. After rounding the top turn at 
Brian<;:on with the next turnpoi nt to the west, 
Ri ch made an audaciolls dec ision to fly 
direct towMds the 12,000ft mountJins. 
Avoiding the more traditional detour, the rest 
of us decided to stay on top of the terrJin; 
Ri ch scored an 11 kt climb to haul himself 
on to the Ecrin Jnd out in front for the rest 
of the day. He flew an absolute blinder from 
there on to win the day. Luke and I spent 
the last 120km running the ridges home and 
hild to make do with 800 points. 

The Assigned Area task on Day 7 was ollr 
worst daily result. Running into the first ilrea 
before BrianC;on we looked west to the 
second sector and thought the storms were 
too widespread to get through. It looked 
impenetrilble and we thought it was going 
to be a distance day so dec ided to make 
maximum distance into the first sector. 

I watched the gilggle turn for the second 
sector but couldn 't see how they could get 
through the storms. At the top of the first 
sector, howev'r, we could see il corridor of 
light leading into the Modane valley that 
looked like it might link to the second 
sector. We had never flown there before, 
but it ilppeared the only option. Rich and I 
went for it whilst Luke turned back to try 
and find a route through the storms. In the 
end this didn't work out for him - when 
filced with an opportunity to glide through 
the raging electrical storms he sensibly 
elected to turn back and land at St Crl2pi n. 

For Rich ilnd me, the combination of 
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Left: grid at Vinon. where Club and World Class Worlds were held in July. Club Class winners were: 1. Sebastian 

Kawa. Poland, Jantar 3B, 9, 129pts; 2, Benjamin Neglais, France, Std Cirrus, 8,733; 3, Petr Krejcirik, Czech Republic, 

Std Cirrus, 8,720. Jay was 4th (8,611), Above. from left: Jay, his brother Luke (28th), GB team captain Neil Goudie. 

and Rich Hood (11th). Right: Jay's shot of Luke practising earlier this year. The UK did not enter the World Class, won 

by 1. Christophe Ruch and 2, Didier Hauss, both French; 3, Milos Dedera, Czech. All results at www.wgc2006.fr 

fl ying off the top of the mJp, knowing that 
our retri ve would be an all-nighter, an 
interm ittent raciio problem and having to 
ricige-soar around the cable car at I' Alpe 
d'Huez all made it difficult to focus on 
racing effectively. Although we did make it 
into the second seclor, find il way around 
the storms and make it home, having hild 
one of the most rewarding flights of our 
li ves, our average speed was only 100km/h. 
What we weren't to know was that the 
gaggle we'd been with did in fact brav it 
through the storms and, whilst nine pilots 
landed out on the way, all our main 
competitors hooked on to the we t side of 
the storm line and raced home at 120km/h. 

Our cautious route around the storms cost 
us 270 points. It \NaS a real kick in the guts 
Jfter what had been an incred ible flight. 

On Day eight we were last to start on a 
500km and had a fJnt astic run up the first 
leg, which WJS the milk run to the world 
famous Parcours. We enjoyed a '12kt climb 
with Mike Young (who waS flying out of his 
home club at Grenoble) who then barrel
rolled past us and waved us on our way. By 
th e third turn nea r Vinon we were leading 
the pack and chose to take a massive gl ide 
in and out after a storm had wiped out the 
area. Our gamble cost us the day win 
- when we arrived at the first good cloud 
the sun feeding our cI imb got cut off by 
a towering storm, leaving us only a few 
hundred feet aboVE' the valley floor. We 
were forced to take a weak climb to survive 
and it was desperate for around half an hour 
,1S we jUlllped along unfaill iliar low ridges 
towards the decent weather. 

Once established again it was a race 
aga inst time to complete the task before the 
day collapsed. My final climb died 55km 
from home at 4,OOOft and I left with the 
eventual cOlllpetition winner Sebastian Kawa 
to see how far we could get. By sOllle 
miracle we managed to work a tailwind and 
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some low-l evel hills to pull on to glide, clear 
the final set of ridges and make it home with 
100ft to spare. I finished at 8plll and Ri ch 
was 8 minutes behind. We scored 900 
points but kicked ourselves for wasting an 
opportunity to win the day. Luke's run of bad 
luck continued and after an epic struggle in 
the day's dying therillais he finally landed 
lOkm short at 8.3 Opill . 

Day 9 ended up being a salvage joh after 
a poor start. Falling out of cycle with the 
developing showers we dropped off the back 
of the gaggle dnd I ended up way behind 
Ri ch and Luke. Fortunately for me, Ri ch fed 
back some key information that enabled me 
to claw back sOllle tillle to finish 18th for the 
clay. As we moved into the closing stJges of 
the contest I was lying in 4th place with 
150 points to the medals. Our ea rly stJrt on 

'What should have been 

a romp home, a day win 


and a Silver medal 

all went horribly wrong' 


the penultimate Day 10 was the key to a fast 
flight and in one go I made up the bulk of 
the points deficit to second place. Running 
in Jnd out of the last turn before Brianc;:on, 
Rich clnd I had a heart-pounding mOlllent 
running up to a criti ca l col before Tet de 
Lucy. We decided to avoid a lower col 
because of heavy rain and ,l illled to clear 
a higher 9,OOOft col that looked horribly 
Illarginal. Approaching the col I radioed 
Rich to say I couldn't Illake it, but at th e la st 
possible mOlllent the air improved just 
enough for us to both fa ll through the pass. 
It saved us 20 minutes and only Ri ch, I and 
the Poles made it through before storms cut 
off the route. Luke just failed to clear the 
col, got dumped on by the storm and spent 
an hour ridge sOJring at 300ft above the 
massive Lake Embrun . As a professional 
kitesurf des igner he was low enough to see 

the make and size of the kites being surfed 
under him. Remarkably, after an hour 
trapped on th e ridge the storm shifted 
slightly and he suddenly found hilllself 
clilllbing at 7kt on to final glide! 

Going into the last day, although Sebastian 
Kawa had stitched up first place, I was only 
50 points off second. On a three-hour 
Assigned Area task I pushed out frolll the 
pack on the first leg and was rewa rded by a 
good c limb from low down that put me out 
in front. Rich and Luke turned back with me 
in the first sector and ca lled two fantastic 
climbs that put Ille into a day-winning 
position half an hour frolll home. What 
should have been a rolllP hOllle, a day win 
and a Si Iver medal went horribly wrong 
when I missed two chances to climh on to 
final glide. Leav ing the Parcours I ran under 
two cracking-looking clouds. Under the first 
I misread the cloud whilst Jaroslav TOlllana 
cored 8kt about 100 metres behind to my 
right. When I arrived at the second I was just 
below ridge top and got dumped on. I had 
to dev iate 900 off track for 15km to clilllb on 
to iinal glide Jt the Coupe. To add in su lt to 
injury the final glide WJS in horrendous sink 
and I only just squea ked over the hedge on 
to the airfield. I'd blown 16 Illinutes in 60km 
and had to make do with 22 nd for the day 
and 4th overall. 

Luke was a great team-mate throughout 
despite the luck consistently running against 
him and Ri ch's brilliant fl ying would have 
seen him into second place had he made it 
2km iurther on DJY 3. vVriting J Illonth 
after the contest it 's difficult not to feel a bit 
gutted at having come so close to a Illedal, 
but when I look back at what we achieved 
as a team it was quite remarkable: with a 
fraction of the Alpine experience of our 
main rivals we learnt how to deal with the 
tricks of the mountains and the trials of 
the storms Jnd were llleciJI contenders \ . 
from start to finish. ~ 
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AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIPS 


Flying 
•premier 


League 

Andy Perkins pulls together feedback 
from the happy winners of the inaugural 
gliding scholarships of The Air League 

T
HANKS 10 Ihe inaugural award of The Air League 
Gl iding Scholarships, len ambitious young glider 
pilots took to the ski es in 200b, receiving tuilion 

in (l l'robatics, Jdv(lnced cross-countr I techniques <mel 
motorglider flying. Schol, ,, received ither six aerobali c 
flights, two cross-cou ntry flights (or " combina ti on of 
so lo and dua l fl ying to further their cross-country skills) 
or SLMG luil ion lowards the I PPI.. 

The experil'llce level of schnliHs h<1Sbeen di verse, to 
say the I"'J51 - wi nners included earl)' solo, experi en eel 
power, Brilish Team and ' perl mOlorgl;dc'r pilOIS I 

Exlrem II' impress ive when Ihe oidesl member of Ihe 
group is jusl becoilling a lime-expired Junior... Ha hal 
Sorry 10 Illen tion Ihal, jon, bUI iI'S your lurn 10 join me ill 
the relegated def'ths of heing a Juniors hasheen! 

So who arc Ihe scholars ,md how did Ihey findlhe ir 
flying?f\ few share ttw ir experipnc : 

Liz Mockeridge - Aerobalic 
Age: 20 

Best Flying Move: Ihe (nice ,lilt! simpl ,,) loop 
Flying Hours: ..140-plu, hours 
Qualifications: 'C' Cal InstruClor on Ihe Vig ilanl 
Gliding Club: (,12 Volunl",,,,r Glidi ng Squ dron 
Future Aspirations: To conlinue fly ing wi lh Ihe 
" ir e dricl Organisation. llchievc higher instructor 
qualificalions and my prL 
"My pasl exp<'rience 01 gliding has nearly all being fl ying 
Ihl' Vigilanl motorglider al 612 Vol unteer Glill ing 
SqU,ltiroll (V(;S), sO an Jerobdlic tra ining scholarshiJ.l was 
very different. Th e cour~e vas greJI iun ':lIld gay me the 
ufJportuni!y to lea rn vtlrious .-lerobalic mZlIloe.uvres. 

The iirst of th e manoeuvres, and my 1,1vouri te, Wil S 

Ih ' loop Jllci it Wo S my intmdllelinn to something unlike 
anyth ing I had ever done hajare! In order 10 gel high 
enough to rio th is I h ~ld to fl y .1 n (1erotow, this was, for 
me, one oj Ihe hardesl parts of th • course and look 
a bil of pl'dcli ce. Having only it own Jirer,l it wi th c.ngin 's 
before Ihis I can now app",ri;lIe how much mor 
lUlllpli ',1I(,d it i for glider pilots 10 get into Ihe .l ir! 
I love thai Ihe foct flying allows me 10 challenge mysplf 
and thi s course offered me Ihe upf'ortun ity to du thi S, 

Sailplane & Gliding 38 



Above: Emily Todd. Right: could help from The Air 
League launCh you on the next stage of your flying? 

especially as it is a c<)mpletely diifcrcnt type of flying to 
wha t I regularly do. I laving returned to th,' squad run 
I ca n see that it has givPll 1110 more confjdence in my 
glidi ng and ll1otorglider flying and hupefully it w ill 
enhance the expc:'r ienc(' I can give the students with 
whom I fly ,11 the VGS." 

Emily Todd - Aerobatic 
Age: 22 

Be.st Move: ;\nything Ih;11 involves going upside duwn! 
Flying Hours: G liding 40 hours, Powered 200+ hours 
Gliding Qualifications: Brurl7 0 Badge 
Gliding Club: Cambridge Univers ity/Booker 
Future Aspiration: Flighl Tesl Engineer ... Test I'ilol. .. 
" [ WJ «w clrcJcd an acrobati c schol lHShip. I have been 

undert aking thi s at Hooker undpr 111<' ('x perl tui tion of 
Graham Saw (previous LJriti sh Acrobati c Intermedial,' 
Champion ). Grah;ln) i~ d legend, who's sho\ov ing infin ite 

pd tience (l ncl immunity to my giggles whpil lhings don't 

quit C:-~ go to plan! I ,-Inl work ing lowa rd$ my Aer() l>~l[ic 

Sports 13 adge, whi ch I hupe 10 complete by th e end of 
the. ~Ull1lller. L(,<Jflling to run d sequellCl.:> 01 deroudtic s 

.lI1e1 spend ing lots 01 lime up,ide down has Iwen 
aWf'som e. ,\1'1ny thJnks 10 TIl e Air I. (~~agu(' for the ir 

support in making the blood rush to my hcadl " 

Rebecca Ward - Cross-Country 
Age: 18 
Flying Hours: Gliding 25 hours, Powcred 4 hours 
Gliding Qualifications: 4 minut", short 01 Bronze 
eliding Club: Hull.lVington (62 1 VGS) 
Future Aspiration: RAf Engll",cring O ffi cer 
" I h,lVe jusl returned from an amtlz ing wcpk spent c:lt 

Bi cestcr with Windrushers Gc: compkting rny noss
((Juntry "holarship. As all oi my curren l qUJlifi calions 
(lnd ('xpe ri (-~ IKc (.11" ', milil,lry, my 01 ... in ;lim for the week 

was 10 ga in Ihe BGA Ilronzc Badge, or get .I, closc to it 
J S possible. I'm ple,l secl to say thai I only necd one 
more ' leg' - a ~o<ui ng flight of el t least half dn hour! 

Hopefull y I will achieve this .. t the Air Cadet exped ition 
to Portmo.)k ,1t the end o f August. 

My wpck st;utpd oif with conversion train ing t.o thi"' 
K13, where' I cxperienced sp inning ior th,~ firq time and 
('ventll,llly ""'nt solo. I W.l I Ihcn dlluwed 10 fly :J club 
si ng l('-st.'dler, .l Skylark 2. After <l few circuit s getting 

used lu it (my lirst impressioll was of " ,rnd ll 121 with a 
canopy) I camc to rC'J ll y "ppreciJte the little glider; it 
\V,15 " plt''' 'Uf<' I(l fl y. I tlwn had a short snaring ilight, 
an alllloyingly close .2() 1l1inutes . 

O n VVf;'\dn('sd<l~1 the w e.:l ttwr was nut nn our si d(~, but 

I W,l ~ ()fi('r(~d (H1othc'r new opportunity, fl ying in th" 
club" mOlorglider 10 complete the fi c' ld landillgs 
requirement. Tlli!' \Vas CCrldinly an experience.; I hJ.d 

no idea th,.tt choosing ,1 li eld WdS so in volved! 1\ poor 
clcc.i... ion ll1e-dnt I h ...ld to make ont' approach over power 

October - November 2006 

li nes. Thi s rCJll y highlighted to me how important field 
land ing training is. 

The re,1 1 highlight of Ihe week W;lS Ihe final friday. 
I finally passed the written exam in the morning, had 
my first aerOtow (.:>xpcrience for my general fl y ing tcst, 

followed by some solos in the Skyl ark, iinishing w ith 
J I h 1'JOlin suaring flight - a persollal hest! 

I'm very gratC'ful to l'verybody at Windrushers for 
making it such an elljoy,Jille week, especia ll y Dickie 
FCdkcs fOf letting me sec whJt J real cros-s-country is 

likp by tak ing me for a rid .. ill hi s ASH 25 . 
As for the future, I am ofi to universily this .l utumn, 

ei lher C1 rnbridge or Soulhampton. I will o ' rt.!inl )' be 
ju ining th t-' unive"ity gl id ing club, if they ' ll have nw! 

Th,lnk you very Illuch to The Air LpJguc. fur support
ing me iur this week of gliding, I rea ll y cnjoy<'C1myse lf, 
IpMnl d Inl and would not hilvp bl'en ,11)1c' 10 do il 
o therWise. 

Stuart Clark - SLMG 
Age: 21 
Flying Hours: C liding 10 hours, mutorgli ding Jb hours 
Gliding Qualifications: Suit). SL,Iy'G NPPL is in til(' post 
Gliding Club: Enstone, 122/J Sqn I\TC 
Future Aspiration: C:omrnerci;ll Pilot .mel Instru ctor 
"Greetings irom sunny Enstone Airfil'ld' Thank; to rny 
Air Leagu0 Schola rship I have just finish t'd my NPrl. 
SLMG. I completed my tr,lining at Oxforclshire 
SportFI )' ing, who were vcrI' hc' lpiul , .mel I'm sure ii It 
were nut for Ihe. top ( 1,155 instructiun and excellenl 
in ~tructor ;1vil ilahility I \",ulIle! not have heen able to 
c.ornplr::te til(' licl'nee in two weeks, which I'w b"en 
told is very quick indeed! I enjoyed my trdining 

immensely, ('s fl lX i,llly till' solo cross-country. At 1,1St 
I \Vi1~ ill tOlal control: ill charg 1 uf Ill>' own de~ tir1 Y .lnci 

fret~ 10 [(1<111) the. cou ntry. It was grctl l. I havl' been 
inspired to continue rl nd to ga in iurth c.r experience to 

go on to b igger and grCilter adventures . Thi s ,1\-va rd hJS 

jump-startf'd my arcer, and w ithin 1 U months I plan 
to convert the licence to a JAK PPL, thcn CPL and 
Instructor rating. I would like tu offer my thank> to The 
Air League and ,111 the nll'mbers of staff at Oxfordshi re 
SportFl ying who rn;IIIt~ it possible ;mel such good fun." 

Florence Maybury - Aerobatic 
Age: 21 

Best nying move: Inverted JbO' 
Flying hours: G liding 2 hours, powered ')] hOUr> 
Qualifications: A LJadge 
Future Aspirations: RAF Pilut 
" I h;lVe h,ld d lot of firsts to th ,mk til(' Air LC'ague 
Gliding Acrobatic Sdwlarship for: fir,t aerolow, first 
hUlllply bump ,l nd first time inverted lor ,lny extendf'd 
perioel of time. I ..rl so <'xp<?fieneed the world of civilian 
fl ying for tha first lin1(' as all other fl ying I haw ever 
done has l)p('n military. Iniliall y I found civili,ln flying 
the less stressful c llvironl1lpnt of the two but when I W i"lS 

90 ' 10 the ground building speed and fee ling as if I 
cou lrl almo5; t see the' leaves on thf' tret's I hild to revi se 

my opiniun . II 's thrilling .1Ilel empowering tu hold yuur 

nerve: play ing chicken with the' ground in .In 

u np(Jwf' r(~d c1inTrlft ,b you wdit lur th f' speed you WJ nt. 

Thdl's- hO\lv it ~t'ems zmyway, wh{'n you're uSE,d , as I <Ull , 

10 having a minimum of 4,OOOfl diiferenct! ill'lween 
body dl1d ground when ,1t th:1I attitude. As somcone 
wh o suiier~ lrulll <.lir~i rkn<:.'s s , th h,-Hdl'sl pdrl of thf' 
CoUrse w as lighting Jgi.l inst m)' hody's instinct;.. . Hewing 
such a chall f-'nging, nOI to mention uninyable, lask 
meant I Wlls concentr~lting on other things, w hich 

(c'rtainly made it e(ls ic.'r. Nevertheless, when I WdS as kt'd 

ii I wanted 10 do 'jusl one mOre loop ' , il" was through 
gritted teeth that I saiel yes . I\nd 1'111 glad I dicl. 

I took up gliding as.1 result of an ,~ir Cader C;lidil1g 
Scholarship as .1 IPp n(lger t1nd IOVt'd it. For me, it holds 

a s('n ~e of ircedom over dnd above thtlt of pow('rpd 
fl ying. so I will get back inlQ it propc.:'rl >' d $ ~U(J 1l .:J ~ I 

leave full -lime educatiun. 'n,,;rc', su muc:h less tll go 
w rung in ...\ glider, no matter whJI th(~ y :,,)y dbuut it 

being 'e,)nlrulled fa ll ing' and lhere's no engine noise or 
vibrations to ciPlra<..;t from th l! ll1<lg ic oi SCh ring thruugh 

the blue. Til(' A ir League Gliding SdlOldrship gave me 
an opporlunily I wouldn 't otherwi se haw had; I had 
fun , and Ilhink (or hope) th,lI my overall fl ying 
improved. M y confiden e c 'rtainl ), did. " 

This )'I.-'<H" has provl'n (l hUgl' success, f'n ;,bling til e..<;(' 
young pilots - ~lnd the li\lc o ther wi nners, Iv\ark RIIIll p. r, 

Jon M,'ye r, Ni col~ Pursel', Stuart Cuoch, and Andrew 
Langton - to (-~xpand their hori zons. I lav ing b('('n 

upda ted ahout thei r prngress on th .. \V,lY, it sounds like 
Ihey all held a brillianl time, the experience ignitin > or 
fUf'lIing ex isting pass ion. and ; ll1lbi ti r)n~ in gliding .mel 
avi<l tiol1 io r the futu re. The intention next yeiH i~ w 
devel"p Ihese " w,lrds further, giving more aspiring gl ici -'r 
pi lots Ihe upportun ity tn flounsh. If th e fund ing can be 
arrangpd and the set-u p confirmed, several tHkJit ion..ll 
;'lnd faltlwr-rca ching schobrshlps cou ld b ava ilab le in 
i 007. Kepp your ('yc on Ihe w e" site for m"", \. 
new s , lS It happens: w\v\-v.alrll'a~ue.co.uk ~ 
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ROGER TAKGElT 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3TX 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 822518 

Mobile 07850 769060 


- email sailplane@btconnect.com 


Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon , kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 
* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighlngs, including accurate in fligh t C of G positioning 
* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 
* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 
* Canopy perspex replacement 

* Aircraft recovery 

www.sailp-laneservices.co.uk 


Insurance? Let's 

We couldn't find 

the right insurance 

for the sport we 

love so we sourced 

our own. 

Now it's available 

for like-minded 

adventurers 

worldwide. 


• Competitive Gtider premiums 

• Whole of world cover 

• Single and Group policies 

• Includes towing , in transit and storage 

• Optional Events and Liability cover 

o back to the start. 
Onrisk also do: 

• Life cover and personal accident for pilots 
• Glider Travel insurance 
• 3rd Party liability 

Authorised and Regulated by The Financial 
Services Authority, England. 314502 

ON~ISJ( .co.uk 
adventure sport insurance withOut the sting 

Freephone 08000 43 93 42 
Gliders. Microlights, Hovercraft, Commercial Ribs. 
Adventure Travel , Instructor loss of licence 
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USB file transfer using Windows Explorer 

StratomasterUK www.stratomaster.co.uk Tel: 01624671671 
Welcome to the future of Light Aircraft instrumentation . .. 

~--L.,.. g 
RTC-1 £119 Inc VAT GF-2 £149 Inc VAT 

The RTC-l is a 3.5 format avia The GF-2 is a 3.5' format Two 
tion Real Time Clock featuring a ASX-1 £153 inc VAT GPS-1 £220 Inc VAT axis G-force meter v/ith memory 

two time zone system, stop The unique 2.1 /4 ASX-l combines our Powerful 16 channel GPS nav- and cycle counter. Measures ver
watch, timer and alarm. Weight excellent altimeter with the I'/ide range igation system. tical force to + or - lOG at high 

180 grams. airspeed indicator. Weight 100 grams. Weight 190 grams. accuracy. Weight 180 grams. 

AHRS-2 £714 inc VAT 

State of the art solid state 


Attitude & Heading Reference 

System. Weight 330 grams. 


Individually Tailor d Cour e at Bice er Airfi Id 

K 'strt'l for B ginn r larri( r for ImIHO\ ers • 

They ndude - R no Tahoe Allporl PIC -Up nd Drop off • Hot 1 • Tron pOI t 10 and om 
motel A Two Hour SI Aircraft ch k • Unl mlled Flymg Each Day • FIf5t aero tow each 

d y up to 3 000 OFE • Oxygen - Porach • Barograph • Bod e proce :>109 

5 Day Padca $1,249, 7 Days $ J,699, r 0 Day $2,499 
ou hOle of aircroFt G 1 03' 1O~ ts3A Or DISCUS 8 MINI NIMBU B I.S.4 

e-mail: oarminden wernet.net. Web: hHpllwww.50arminden.com 
Tel: 775 782 7627. F : 775 7826505 

microRecorderl1'l 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ 
@ Rechargable battery life of up to 200 hours ONLY 

@ Stores up to 300 hours of flight data 
@ External antenna for optimum reception £395+vAT 

Incl. antenna and USB
@ NMEA output to drive moving maps data/chargIng cable 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710 . graham@ewavionics.com or www.ewavionics _com 
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Memorable moments from 

the 2006 competition circuit 

OUR thanks and appreciation go to these contributors, who took their cameras around the competitions this summer: 

Above. Winner Russell Cheetham finishing in his ASG 29 at the 18·Metre Nationals (see p44) at Lasham (Steve Kirby) 

Left: Helen Jenkins with Inca. her captive·bred Blue-Fronted Amazon parrot. Helen. crewing for Steve Woolcock at the 

Standards (see p45), wanted a parrot since she was a little girl. after reading Swallows & Amazons (Bernard Smyth) 

Below left: Libelle catches the sunlight at Nympsfield during the Club Class Nationals (see p46) (Alison Randle) 

Below' Howard Jones at the 18-Metre Nationals. His brother Phil is the 18-Metre World Champion (Alison Randle) 

If you 'd like to see your - previously unpublished - pilotos here, please email them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

mailto:editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk


Top: Paul Bnce, second at the 18-Metres, in 629. Two ASG 29s entered, comll1g Ist and 2nd (www.flightbox.com) 

Above left. David Watt. Booker Regionals winner, won a day in the IS-metres and came 4th overall (Stephen Kirkby) 

Above nght: a spectacular display over the site by the Blue Eagles helicopter aeroballc display team was a highlight of 

the Inter-Services Regional Gliding Competition, organised at Middle Wallop by the Army Gliding Association (S&G) 

Right: Hannah Hay relaxes at the IS-Metre Nationals (see p48) while Matt Cook came 7th overall (Stephen Cook) 

Below, from left: Ralph Jones with sons Howard. Phil and Steve, at the first UK Grand Prix, where Phil came 2nd and 

Steve 3rd. Phil and winner Pete Harvey qualify for the world GP final in December 2007111 NZ (James Kellerman) 

Full results for all BGA-rated regional and national competitions will appear in the December-January issue ofS&G 

http:www.flightbox.com


THE RACINGYEAR: l 8-METRE CLASS NATIONALS 

Relaxing and enjoyable 

Mike Brooks explains why racing, for 
him, isn't about whether you win or 
lose - it's whether you enjoy the game 

T
HE roots oi thi s report go back to a conversation 
I hJd \-vith G Dale d few YPd rs ago. I "d id I would 
he Il yi ng a regionill s with the 1K·metre tips on my 

1.5(" "No, no, no'" he sa id: "You wdnt to fly with Ihl' 
lowest handic('Ip, so that \-vhen you w in, you \·\fin with J 

higger margi n." "Bul I iind il ying wilh Ih" bigger wings 
more rel ax ing and ('njoyablc," I r('plied, 10 which he 
countcred: " I lind winning ((-'/.l>.;ing dno ~'njoyable". And 
Ihal highlighted In me Ihe diffe-rence helween what I 
do, " nel why I Il y, and the moliv,1lion of Ihe top pilols. 

Now don't get me vvrong, I admire dnd fespect the 

e,celll'ni pilols Ihis counl ry hilS. The poinl I am Irying 
10 make is Ihe age·old one - we fI), 10 cnjny ourselves. 
There ..lre no big ccl sh pri/(-'s and no-one'~ li ve lihood 

depends on Ih(' oulcome, so the only difference is Ihe 
way in \vhich we derive our pl el1sur(-:" some hy winning. 
others by just going along for the ri de. 13 0th are VJlid. 

When I bumped intu S&C's editor al Ldshilm in lull', 
she reminded me of IIllS convers'J lion (our cdilor has an 
impr~~ss i v(' memory, so be \v;lrned: \vhal you say 10 her 
in an unguJrded moment w ill come back to haunt you 
laterl), asked holV I was 'lPPro, ching 11ll' 1R·Melrc' 
N,lliondls - and would I write up m)' experiences for 
5&(;, giving Ihe pt'rspeCiive uf so rnc,oll(' w ho got in olf 
Ihe reserve li st, and is flying for Ihl' fun oi ii, r,ll her Ihan 
one of the lOp pi lOIs! (Oi COUf>l', I suspe I Ihilt lhe rca I 
rc"son is Ih"l she h,ldn'l got an)'one else 10 do ii , ilnd 
I hapl'"ned 10 be Iherd) So, nUW ,l hea lth warning. 
Following ,111)' of Ihl' ideas in Ih is arlicle Gln seriously 
dnmage you r competition pl,lc ·ing.. 

Day 1, S,l lurday, August :, : LAS·B RL·UI'W·CAL·LA5· 
LAS, l3 1km. AI briciing Ilugh Brookes, Ihe met 1ll,1n, 
pOint t:!d out a wa rm fronl ~ itting west Oi .:l line running 
north -south irom Soulhampton 10 Birmingham. lie 
\\'(l rn ed th<lt this was creeping east at 4kt, so there \VJS 

a risk Ihal lilt' lallt'r p"rt of Ihe day would sufler from 
thi s, dru l w ' were to exper t illl P.lrl y cut-ofl. Launching 
.1t 11:JO, climbs wcre rl'asonJlll c, hUI wi th \Varnings 
" houl Ihe likely (',1rt )' clll·off ringi ng in rny C,lfS , I ",ii ,,, 
~o()n .15 possible, know ing I would be slow, <1lld iJeing 

concerned that this cou ld me()n running out of d.:1)'. This 
usu,llly hilS Ih" Iwndil 01 lelting lhl' top rdccrs cd tch up, 
,mel ils Ih ey go whizz ing pas l, Ihey high llghl Ihermals 
ahead for" whilc_ If you time it righ!' therc is .1stc'ady 
strcam of glider'S coming past you and show ing you 
where the next clirnb is, Th is is Ihe reverse of the fasl 
pilots' bplid Ihal they Iri ck us slow ones inlo going 
down Irdck and rn.lrking the thermals for them. A truly 
symbioti c relationship? As soon as \VC tLirned the COrnt' r 
and headed inlu [asl Angliil things took d lum lor Ihe 
hetter (lnu bCCiHllt: classic soaring wea ther, with good 
climbs up III over 5,000fl. Howpver, Ihe retu rn journey 
look ,1 dis,lgree"bl ), overC,lst look 10 it pasl Milton 
Keynes, \vith an t.1ccompanying lowering oi the c1oud
base by 1,OOOft within a couple uf mi les. Frorn here il 
seemed like il slo\V slog home, bUI Ihe great majority 
made it h,lCk. w ith the winner (Paul Brice) ac.hieving 
I 03 krnfh ior Ihe Irip in his new ASG2 9. 

Day 2, Sunday, AuguSI (" LI\S-BUIl ·DlV·IJIIJ·NOS· 
I:lUL-LA7, 33J km. Overn ight ,1 IronI had PJssed over 
Ih0 .lrpa, placing LJsham and the L,lSk area firml y in Ihe 
warm sector. The satelli t ' pictu re~ showed a tri<lngular 
seclion of lhe cou ntry coverin g Ihe M idl'lIlds (hut 
exp<lIldi llgl cl ear 01 cloud, so woulel hopefully give us 
J task. Howeve r, with J moist inversion ;:11 6,OOO(l, 
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From left: Phil Jones (3rd), Russell Cheetham (1st) and Paul Brice (2nd). The rest of the top ten were: 4, DaVid Wall; 
5, Steve Jones; 6, Pete Masson; 7, Rich Hood; 8, Derren Francis; 9, Zenon Marczynski; 10, Paul Fritche 

w{' were warncd to expect sprcJdoul, and a quick 
cu t-o ff in the ('venin' w ith the putentiJI drriv,d oj some 
cirrus . After a great run 10 Oevi zes , things started to go 
wrong coming up 10 DidcOI, <J , tory repeated by many 
of Ihe olhN compel itors. Th(, run up 10 and bJck Irolll 
Norihampi on was reasonable, hUI I had to devi "le from 
track to find the climbs until IJicicol, where the spread· 
oul starled 10 dominale Ihe sky ,Ihead. Many reporled 
slow climbs around the M4 junelilln Jt Chievc lcy 
to get them close 10 glide slop'-', ,1nd c,rrclul dnlphining 
runs down to the final tumpoint, and inlO d . Iight 
convergence LOne for Ihl ' (inal run hom ' . Day winnN 
was Russell Cheetharn, wilh a speed of 106,6km/h, 
"I so in an I\SG29. 

Day :1 , Tuesda)', AuguSI B: LAS·LED·KIM·PIT·OXF·!:IUL· 
IA7, 418km, A ridge o( high p"',,ure coverc,d Ihe Mea, 
giving light north -edslcrly winds. Good climbs ,;vere 
forecdst, hut \ '\1(' were w.)rned Ihat it might turn blue in 
thf! afternoon. Tht, run to Cluu -e..<;tcr W (15 uneventful , 
wi th everyone squeez ing through the g(lp hetween 
Lyneham and Bri ze Norton airsp.1Cc. As W (' ;l m e. over 

Ihe ( otswold edge the Severn V,ll1ey was blue and 
uninvit ing. One of my lasting memories of thi s run will 
be glancing north and south ~lnd see ing glide r~ l'VC;.'f)' 
mile or so grovelling their \....'(-1)' up, to g..lin enough 
heighl 10 cross Ihe vall ey, From here il \vas Illostl y <l 

bluc' gr()vel, with the majorily dumping the-ir baliasl on 
Ihis leg. nll' run inln I' ilsford en l,'iled a 101 of gaggle 
Ily ing, w ith the last 15knl being under (1 grl')' overcast. 
A gonef climb OV('r the po\Ver Sl<.ltion at Didcot once 
dgdi n gut IH:'()pl(' 10 l ,OOOit, and need ing only on<:~ more 
to get rounrl the final turnp()int (]nd home. nay wi nner 
w~s Russell Clw'lh,ll11 ,Igain, ,II 108km/h. 

Day 4, Wednesday, August 9: LAS-BUG·ISL·HUR·LA7, 
342km. ;\ cold iront had passed Ihe area, leavi ng uS in 
i1 new ':l irmdss \vith hrisk north-west ,d ies. J\ moist 
invers ion \Vas predicted, so ag,lin we were \\'cuned oj 
Ihe poss ibilily of spreadout. However, on thc' plus side ,1 

lale i in ish was forecast, so Ihere shou ld be no pruuleills 
gelling back Soon ,1 (ler stdrting I found ou t what my 
digi tal <lVcrager does when it goes " bove 9.9kt. Fur Iwo 
turns it showed an <werilge of 11 kl~ Tod~lY was going to 
be interesting. The nex t bil 01 excitement came Irom 111<' 
f~lct Ihelt thp strt;{:'ts we.re forming up perfect ly on tri1ck, 
and thai it \Vas poss ible to go almost Ihe entire firsl leg 
(i ncluding Ihrough the Lynehalll· Bri zt' gap) w ilhoul 
turning. H'lVing batlled intu \Vind to the firsl lurnpoinl 
w illl!)ut lurning, I (like many olhers) thoughl tilt' nex t 
leg would be even e.Jsier, but for some reason it ~eemed 

to go wrong drollnd the 'V\Jlvt'rn Hills, il nd several 

competitors reporled having to climb away Iro lll low 
down. Ho\VPver, in gemcral thi s was TH E d,1Y, with tht' 

winner (Phil Jones) rTIdnaging over 144.2kmfh. (l'Jn, you 

didn 't misread th,'l! ). It is days like these that make you 
rcalise just how good it L,)n Ill" in the UK. 

Day 5, n,ursd,lY, August 10: LAS·I-IN ·PTW·RIV·PO P· 
LA7, 200km . And toda ), rem inded us of how Glprici ous 
it can be as wdl! t\ vpry slllil ll w indow' of opportun ity 
was open to us today, due to J front mov ing do\Vn over 
the region (rom the nurth west. In addit ion there WZ! S J 

101 o( cloud irom Ihe Cheshire Cal' d(ect, which was 
rcaching down as f(lr as London. Task -setter D,lVe 
McCMlhy selecled ,1 "bow· lie" task, whi ch exploiled 
the sotlrdhle arc<.l '>vell, hut even so, ahout helli Iht' fleet 
landed out, anel many could be scen Irying to climb 
a...vay (rolll low down. In Ihp strong gusty wind.s, the 
Ihernlc1l ,:, were being hroken up, making it ':1 very tough 
day. The winner wa, once again Russe ll , al 107.'Jkmfh_ 

Day 6, Frid<1Y, August 11 : LAS·CAY·N )S-RIV· llUL·LA7, 
302 km . A stalionary occl uded fronl lying out 10 Ihe 
\'v('s t, alld il trough lin t' to Ih(-' E~ds t r " 'ulted in (l n,:urovv 
norlh-south window of f,'ir wea lher, hut w ith a fairl y 
hrisk north-westerly w ind. TIH:'re were w'Hnings of 
pOlf'nti;llly thi ck upper ci rru, being formed by the jet· 
slrc'am, whi ch cou ld cut olf heat ing peri odica ll y. /\ 
p..ltch of srreadout on tr..lCk CJught several ppople ou t, 
forcing Ihem down " round Oxford, hUI keeping W 5t 
seemed to be the best course of action, enJbling penp '" 
to again use lines 01 energy 10 heat into wind up to thl' 
first turnpo inl. The clay winner wa!:> Dave \lVatl, ,It 
11 l.4km/h, Thi s Lu med out to he Ihe fin al da)', despitP 
I n attempl on Ihe Salurday, whi ch gOI scrubbed hali 
way th rough the grid launch, due tn ,m incrC'asi ng 
crosswind thJt caused s(::'verJI worrying 1,;lU nches. 

So, did I enjoy it! Yes. Withoul he,i l,1Iion, il was 
greal fun. Lasham d",J an exc Il ent job of launching 
49 gliders and giving us J good I;)sk (';Jeh day. Through 
th(" WI-'ek we had 307 1,lUnch"" lI ' w afl,94'i km, and 
had on ly 43 landouls. This by Jny measure is J greal 
accomplishn"'"t by !:lob Bickers ,lIlei his ICJm, all 
of whom arc vo lunteers, so cJ gr(~(lt many thanks to 
('veryune. It also shows the standard of fl ying we C(ln 
expect ,11n ~lt io ni-1l~ level, with incredibl e periormances 
from 50 n1(' of Ihc' besl pilots in Ihl' world. 

\Nill I do it again l Yes, I had some great fl yi ng, and 
w ith the org(lni~atinn behind the compt::' tition, i t is the 
best wa)' to get a good we!lth er briefing. be set ,J good 
task, and ii it all goes wrong, evef)'lhing is geJred up to 

getting you home ~lrld happy (lashJm's resttlu r<1.nt even 
uke orders fur lale lood so Ihat there is somelhing 10 
ea t after a long retrieve). For Ihose' who "re interestC'cI, 
I came 4(;lh out of Ihe 49 entries . 

\!\Iill I do bellC( nexl time' Who ca res!' 
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THE RACING YEAR: STANDARD CLASS NATIONALS 


Comps are okay, really 

Paul Fritche looks back upon a comp 
that, unusually, produced a French 
winner alongside a National Champion 

ISTEPPED out of the gl idpr ~nd on to the stubble. 
Gliders passed overhead, w ings level , calling iinal 
glidc' . !\iter all thes(' years oi romps maybe it was 

time to quit. Si x Idndolli s ZlIld 5 ven retrievc.s (don't 

Ic,we bits of glider in the iield). What sort of holicby 
was thi s ior the i"mily? 

That was th," bst day of the Stanci" rd s last year. 
But come December, il comp at Sicester looked 
oh -50-tempting. Greil t site, great oaring ountry and 
no sea air! let'S g iv It on more go, eh! As I towed the 
LS6 to Sicester, I remembered the LS8 demonstrator 
arrivin g there 10 yea rs ago. omeone toldm~"do n't 

g't ·'x ited, it 's not a ne\V glider" jus a Standard Class 
LSb.. . The th ing I like about the tand" rd s is th at it is 
a very level pl" ying field: all the kit is of very similar 
performance - indeed, much oi it is identical. 

Day 1: A tri cky iirst leg then an improv ing second leg 
but sti l l not going above 2,SOOit, tlll'n Sl!lths ior the 
final into-wind leg. I g"mbled a bO" detour to iollow " 
good line of energy, which convenien tly bent back on 
to track. It wn, a joy to bl' on linal glide and to sec' ,md 
ill'''' Gary Slingemore and Derren Francis struggling 
1 ,OOOft helow. For a mi nute I allowed myself to think 
I could have won th e ddY, but as I returned to an empty 
airfield Ed Joh nston's 28 was almost in the trailer. 
Ed hau stormed th ddy wi th d fabulous first I g. 
It sounded like it h"d bel'n flown on a different d,)y. 
The Sunrlay and Monday were scruhbed. A French 
bloke watched the World up with a iew of LIS in the 
bar. I didn 't know w ho he was but sOon would do. 
Inspi red by Zidanc, Dave Drap r b adhutted the 
bOilom of a Glna l while Like rid ing; he was li ne, 
but it made him real rse Ilying is saier than s rubbing! 

Day 2: A good racing d" y w ith nO re~ 1 snag5 ,lIld at 
400km, th e longest of the we 'k. D,lVici Masson had 
iurccast a 750 day. Met nlan Grah,lm Wright said it 
wouldn't be th,)t good bUll knew it would be, beca use 
Dave's been spot-on recently. The 12.45 start seemed a 
bit late. but was okay. M ike Young sprinted ofi at 100k ts. 
f\tl,OOOft at tile Malwrns I \Vas pleased wi th 4kt, but 
Andy May turned hi s nose up at it and got S' Ed w"s 
fly ing reall y \ ell ,'ga in. Lots oi peop'" seemed to just 
iollow ior the whole compo Ed never iollowed hUI u ed 
the gaggle, often findi ng bctter cores on its edge. M any 
J tim ' I thought " th at's J, y over there" seei ng a gl ider 
banked ,1t 89<. The St,lndarri Class gaggl lVere all okay 
but why diu a Duo join us and get in our way! Ed won 
Ihl' day - aga in r The next day Graham did congratul " te 
Dave Masson on his new l S-Metre distance record of 
8S4km. It w"s hMd to hear him, though: he seemed to 

h;lVe his mouth iu tl oi som,' kino of pie! 


Day 3: Aye bye cu, hello I3 lue. The rest oi the week was 
good blue. This and 47 Nation"ls pilot s should mean 
only one thing, but task-setter Max Kirschner had other 
ideas and set an Assigned Area Task, which seonlcU to 
hreak up the g,'ggles (hoora)' !). I met Gary St ingemore 
and Paul Crabb and wc all went del'p into the upwind 
sector looking for the big climb ofi Corby, whi ch didn't 
happen. We th en had a good run south until we got 
back to Ricest" r. Paul Crabb pushed h,l[d and low, bllt 
the rest oi us changed down a ge,l[ just in time to limp 
to Oxiord. It was here th<lt I pi cked my only iield oi th e 
w mp. Som('how even at 900ft in the blue I sensed we'd 
be okay, Jnd sun' enough Cowley ob ligc'd w ith a wel-
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Standard Class National Champion Gary Slingemore 

come 4kl. Didcot did the resl. Paul Shelton iorgnt the 
last turn point was a Skm sc'ctor and so had the delight 
of suddenl y rea lising he was on a marginal glide home 
instead oi a fi eld. Ni ce'! Simon Badner won the day. 

Day 4 st"rted wi th J run around the Jiriield with 
Howard anu Derren. A c le~ rJnce Wll S forecast ~o we 
rigged in the dri zzle. I\s we launched I thought we 
should he doing J 250km lask in stead oi J1 50km. 
I starteu Idst, hoping to catch the gaggle, but didn 'l. 
It's hJrd work on you r own in tile' blue and I had a poor 

day. Wh"t do you du when you gettD 2,OOOft "ncl 
you're cli mbing in l kts? In J lVay you'd rather get 4kts 
or nothing. You know it's go ing to hurt the speed but 
it 's ri sky not to take it ior J bit. Dan Pitman IVun the clay 
- but I haven't got a d ue. what he did because I was 
in too bad a mood to talk to anyone. The on ly uncierset 
day: sti ll, better to have too little than too much. 

Day 5: f\rguahly the most exhilarating fli ght oi the 
week. F,lr too exh ilarating ior the uniurtun" te few. Aiter 
hriding loca l gi rl Rosc' Johnson gave an impromptu 
brieiing on I" ndablc areas at our iirstturnpoinl. 
If\bergavenny). It didn't take her long - thL're aren't any. 
The o"erating band was on ly 2-3 ,OOOft QFE in tht, blue, 
uver the Breton Beacons. The hill s looked f,lbuloliS in 
crisp clea r air and were working well as thermal 
bumpers. 1\ handiul of glider> were low ,1 nd hammering 
along ridges. Not since I ilew in th e Slack Forest have I 
had that fantasti c feeling oi climbing in SkI. in th(' bluC', 
from low over unl"ndablc terrain. Do"sn't get much 
better. Ken Hartley marked a iew im P.1ul Shel ton and 
mf>, th en GOk frum home we joiner! the main gaggle. It 
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...and Louis Bouderlique, French winner of the contest 

was then the shenanigans started. W ith big gains to be 
made from J marginal i inal glide into d 15kt headwi nd 

in decayi ng conditions, " iew iront runners I" nded 
shorl. Dan Pitman had be«n in contention and Ed 
Johnston le" ding, but both uniortunately su stained 
damage and Iovou ldn 'l fl y aga in that week. There were 
loLs oi very good marginJI glides . Paul Crabb affirmed 
hi s r,lC ing cr~!de nti J l s : YOOit ,1bov<' gl ide, with the iinish 
line 1. 5km from Bicesler, he got her up to 120kts

' 
He crossed the iinish line and landed in the paddock, 
sav ing va luable seconds. Howard Jones won the day 
and gave the most en lertain ing howltiunnit oi the we~k. 

Day 6: So how late do you think you could start on d 

three-hour AAT? 14.50 lVas dciinitely a bit too 1,1Ie. 
I hdd a good run heading wesl into til(' Cotswolds, 
dncl shoLild have kept going ,] bit longer beiore turning, 
hecause cast of Bicester thl' da)' had died, and so severa l 
oi us landed under time. Those that w ent south well 
into th e::' first sector lowa rds Newbury WfHC n:.o ....\'arded 
with some six-knotlersr Andy Perkins won the ddy. 

i.cader Andy May land cI out. 


Day 7: Louis l10uderlique (that [,,' nch bloke) was !ec"j

ing th E' comp, 60 puints ah""d oi Gary Stingcmore, 

who had a large lead over third-placed Derren Francis. 

Dickie Feilke, couldn't rpsist stirring the compL'titive 

juices by putting up an overhead showing just how 

close pl" ces 3- 10 were, and how " ny oi us in that 

group could easi ly iinish the day J rd or lOth overall 

(~s if we h<]dn 't noticed!!. People were gelling hot ,1nd 

bothered in the start sector. l.ouis W<lS ri ght on Gary's 

tcJ i I, llnd it seemed from the r(l dio chat that everyone 

was trying to help Gary win . I started l<lIp ,md somphow 


got to the tup of th e g,' gglc. It was rca Ily ocld seein f( 

Gary's LS8 "Xl" being ilolVn so slowl y: 75 kt crui ses ~ nd 


leaving gaggle> late. Louis stay(~d r >all y dose on his tai l. 

After the last turn, on gli de, I realised I h" ein 't got 

a fix in the last sector and had to backtrack 2km into 

1 S oncoming gliders. It Lost six minutes, thaI. Derren, 

unusuall y lost for words in his howldunnil, won the day. 


So Louis wun the comp but - si nce only [lrits can be 

National Champions - Gary won the title oi Standard 

CI<15S National Champion. Congratulations to both. 

(The French had to win something that wpek.) Cary 

always looks like a top pilot to me, in th e climb and in 

the run. It just sepms he h", improved his consistenl y. 

He's always b('C'n wry helpiul to me over the years. 

A porular cha mpion . 


Windrushers GC looked afkr us very well. The key 
personnel - dir ctor Dickie h'akes, task-seliN Max 
Ki rschner and Met ivtan Graham Wright - did a gre,lt 
job. The whole success of an)' romp hinges on these 
three key people. And we must ol"",ys th,1I1k all the 
oth er helpers and crews, withou t whom none oi it 
would happen . Thanks, Caroline and Charlotte. 

The next generation oi World Cha mpions is now 
emerging. Forget Well s, Rebbeck, May pt .11. With a 
combined age of onE' year Gu)' Alli son, Ewan Young 
and Liam Cr"bb had their iirst outings to a UK nationals. 
Names to WJtch ? 

Oh, and the Standard CI" ss LS6 diun' t do too badly. 
Remarkab ly LS gliders took th e top 13 places. IYou can 
give me that tenner nolV, Martyn.) 

O n " personal level, I enjoyed the comp a lot and 
vi si ted no iields. Comps are OK rea ll y! 

1, Louis Boucl~rli(lu(,; 2, Gary 5lingemore; 3, Derren 
Francis; 4, Andy Perkins; 5, Raul Fritche; 6, AI Clarke; 
7, Andy May; 8, Ru~s Fran cis; 9, Ruuert Weltord; \ . 
/0, Marlin Durham ~ 
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CLUB CLASS NATIONALS 


Progress faJJing short? 

• Be~poke courses, 

ab-initio to gold 
• One-fo-one tuition 
• Confidence 

buildil1g 
• Friendly social 

atmosphere 
• Carav(m & camping 
• Oll- ite bar and cafe 
• Instructor tmining 

• Bookable training 
Ifyou can dream it, you can do it . no launch que-ues 
Acbieve )IourpotenNaf, call 

01789 772606 
IIonerbolirnc Rd. Bidford on . \von, 

=h~df~!:d;O'CO'Uk BIDFORD qtk.Lilt/,.Ltd 

office@bidfordgliding.. ·o.uk J 

Scenic 

on the 

ridges 

Bernard Smyth reports on five days of 
racing at the Club Class Nationals 

T
HIS wa the: cr) ll1p Ih ~.1I sparked Ihe "sporlsmJ nship 
debale". n D.ty 4 onion Ma ondld "I I" hOl h 
his approv · rlloggl:r~ during the task, which he 

won . One logger failed in flighl dnd a plug fell oul of his 
hack-up one. W ilh help he produced Garmlll ~ l1d other 
evi dence Ihilt hI:! h:'1(1 done' Ih ) (~l s k . Dire- for 11m 
Mad,ldy" " IV;!S willing to acc('p[ [he ev id" " v but , ~lf[ c r 

prule!lol..s from uthe.r cornpeliLors, Cordon \VJS Jlot <l llowt;.'u 
10 cla im Ih ' rJ .1Y. Should u[her pi lots h"v prut led l 

The ru les .tr Ie,,, -- only I ,C-,'pprov 'd lo!>!\ers cuun[ 
- but Sonle !leo!,1 ' fel t that lll.1yb .. , I blind ' e shoukl 
h;w" been lurned I ) ~ 11 ,,\V Gordon to Win , Gordon ()ncled 
up 2j rd overal l. 

The event Wd.S won hy n,lve D r,'per in.1 'Id Cirrus 
with :HllO points Second Ivas Ken BJrk 'r 1rl his much
modified Sid Ci rrus with w inglC'ls on IC S !l and Ih ird W35 

Roh Nunn, dlso Std Cirrus, with 353 9. Th e hosl lub', 
iormcr chdirm.JI1, B.Hry \f\lalkl'r', whu sponsored the "vent, 
pr - ~cnled th e..' \Vi n rler~ with crysl.llware and cheques 

O n [h ' ii rS[ d.I)' ,1 I '> 1km I,bk, JUSI "houl Ihe shor[cst 
possib le, W;I , ,t but Ih0 day was scrubhed: the cle,u,Hl cc 
W() S too ~ I()w in coming. Day 1, th l.' next d<lY. th l' fdS k W-;:l S 

J-I" y furd _[.ition-Ba l ing, loke-llsl ",)' hUILh 12. 2J)S km) 
,mel Ion M ey"r in a horrowed l'ik2UB IVon J [ 85 .1 km/h, 
Ken Harker was second ,)Ild Tim Mi lner thh-d, 

Del)' 2 1·1<" nearly sc ruhh d, I""pite the ,ky being fill ed 
w ilh wave bars. Sni ffer Steve Po rker wen[ throu gh two 
ga llons oi luel in his Discus Turbo l() iind only zero ~ i n k 
fn the W{lVf'. But, within minute~ 01 the deci:,ion h, ~crub 
h,wing tn be' made. he found a Iwo-kno[ [hermal al 2.2 5, 
[he ~(' Id was IJunched at 2. -15 on [hl' C t,15k, [0 Burley 
Call', Stratfurd-on-Avon anel honlP for 17Hkrn. TIlC' day 
\'va~ des rihe(1 as "i1\'VCSOI1l(''' by one ~Ioung pilut. It was 
won IJy j,1I11f'S [weIK C', wilh M;lrk lioidpil second d n d 

Paw nrill-'l'r third, all in ~td Ci rrust's, l<1mcs' opening l ine 
\\'clS: "Arcn't Cirrllse:; grc.lt?! " 

Thl' third contcs [ day saw ('x-world champion Andy 
D,wis helping (Jul wilh rol'(~ ru nn ing b fore [;lklng off 
heus conc()urs to ge[ round th e J 45km I:Jsk in B20 
(Duo Discus Turho) in .., .S hOll r<; . I tc W. l S the only (inbhC:'r, 

Thc.' COITlfwtitors wCre ~l ru ng lit in ficld~ along th e. L::lst 
&(Ik m 01 Ihe leg, Ihe nl',lIb t hpin ) only 25 km short of 

NYll1p,fieid - rI ,fC.ltr' d by encrmching high cov 'r th'll 
lui "ff [I", lill , c.;, vi n W lIgl"y (Libell ,,) WUIl Ih" ddY, Rose 
lohnson (OG- 10 I ) IVJS second and Ken B ~)(kcr Ihi rd. 

O,l\, 4 ; dIV a brisk nurth -IVI's[ · rly hlow ing ,lnel a 
nSkm tClSk IVa, ' e t tt) Guri l1g, Oxforcl l'!orlh and 
Str.:Hinrd~on-Avon. ·nlere wpre only Ih ret' I.HHJOLIIS IhJt 
" a)' (Ind [he ini tial w ilmer, Gordon M dcPonald, [aiel 
bri ' (i n ~ 1l('X [ day thill he fuunrl Ih day "prellI' eas)''' 
- except ror [hose logger problemsl Ail r [he formJI 
pro[('s - abou t hi , win, fw W"S ' Loret l ,1S if he had I,mri d 
(jut where [he ,,,,cond logs r IJiI ~d J nd RulJ Nunn IWIS 

de l;u I lhl' w inner. 
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After "lilhi5 dcl ivily ill ,un "l' "'<',11 her, [Jll e TV in 
Ilri stol decided to dcccpt <1 n invi tJtion to reporl on the 
w mp and turneclup 0 11 the Thur>day - to Ind Ihe ti d)' 

scrubbed! But they WI' n( • h"'l(/ with intervi"", w ith 
DireOIl( n m .11le/ loll M ey ' r, dnd th sf'",1 edi tor took 
,1 sma li ca merd up lor ,1 ri el in the dub K~l l. The report 
went (lut th~ npx t day un Points ~IVl'.<; 1. 

TI lUrscb y wJS scruhbed, Ihanks to 20-knol wincb " nd 
:JIl .1 ImoS! completp Idck 01 Ihermals, hUI compelilur, 
dn.e/ club mell]hars ded e/cci lo Iry Iht, ridg<" . 0 11 I hl~ 

ndg!' Dove: Draper (nund Ih<"fma" and ,1 1' 0 1ll 3 IMg ('c/ 

,000it in WJve . Rose Johnsoll enjoved th e /loth-
Chel l nham ru n, Loca l pilol Trevor SIUMI 11'1'111 10 lldlh 
i ll Ihe Imhus ) D I and !T1.lnJgcr/ 10 ~ t "round 1111> 

<"o rner"" ~I I free hei 1111. 'Ip s.lid he enjuved ridg fl ying 
,lIlri Nynlpsiil'ld \ , , J goud "Idee to 'p rif nee il. 
He ui(ered pc'oplc in"I n.Kl ion in (I t\\'o-:,e .c:t lc r in the t-trl 

of ricig(' runn ing or on .1 leMI -and·lo liow baSIS. 

IldY , Frielay - th re 11'.1:; J I.lle 2. \Opnl starl for the 
Irip to Honeybuurne, Il,lIlhury, UroJdwcI' for 17 1 .43km. 
0 , e I)r,lp r WO Il 111 > dclv cll 105 knllh h" ncl icJppeci 
",i lh I,ll) ,I Ar lhu, >c ond.lI 101.9 cHId thi rd Roh 

Nunn ,)1 102 .9. he only SHK pil"l, Po ul G 'nl il, had 
I1ronl(>015 w ilb hi< u nlra ls and pulled out o f th ~ grid. 
Aftl' r half illl hOllr hI.' .Ind n m M ,I r~dven h.ld sorted 
th e prob lem ;lIld r aul O1a nc)gcci lo got rou nd Ihe tJs k. 

frevor Stuan did Ihe tas k a< a "on-comp >l ilor ,'nel found 

" Ilin ...knot Ihermal . I'il o" sa id the task was ide, I ior 
Hw CLlV but nevertheless th t;' rc; were nim' ollll<lndings. 

0 11 Ih plclllnNI sixlh cO llte5t e/elY, .) 216km task Wel' 
5<:t 1<> Ir()nhridgl', H"It' ford ,lIle/ h,lCk hUI the 20·kn"t 
nonherl " ern ,w i nci proV<'d 100 much ,)ncl "fter four 
laun h Ih ~ doy wa' G uhlwd. D esp ile Ihi s, sniller 
C",ham Morris 1/\ '\~12 7) look o ff nil Ilw w inch Jil t! 

wont rouncl the t<l k l "s lowl~ ' he said) w ith no tr"uhlp 

.Inri w.1> pres(>nIL'<i wi th a IN Uit' u f willE' ill' Tim 
,vI<Jciaclycn (or his trouble. 

All photographs 1),1' BNlldrd Smyth 

I WAS LOOKING forward to the Club Class Nationals this year, writes Dave Draper (pictured above left wilh contest 
sponsor Barry Walker), as the area around Nympsfield has happy memories for me, having spenl hundreds of hours 
flying hang gliders from Ihe ridge. Nympsfield is a wonderfully scenic site and home. as we discovered in the 
Standard Class Nationals last year, of the buttock-clenching final glide. With a week in the company of a good 
bunch of mates from Lasham in prospect I resolved to try to avoid the errors that cost me points and places in the 
Standards at Bicester this year and focus on a podium place. For the first four contesl days I flew steadily. 
Even on the day when we all landed out I was fortunate to lose the equivalent of iust four minutes on most of the 
frontrunners. only Ken Barker and Tim Milner pulling ahead. The key day for me was Friday the fifth contest day. 
I was lying in 3rd place, 35 points off the lead but knew there were half a dozen people making hardly any mistakes. 
The competition was still wide open. Another 3rd, 4th or 5th day placing would not be enough to take the lead, 
as I would probably be beaten by those already ahead. Stops out for a day win then l Avoiding both the gaggles 
and the start line waiting game I set off as soon the clouds lined up nicely. The first two climbs on track were 6kts. 
then low into the upwind turn and climb out in 5kts with the 18kt wind helping things along. I went high into the 
downwind turn Uust like the rule book says) then pushed back upwind. ignored a gaggle at Edge Hill then took a few 
turns in 3.5kt before pushing on to find 6kt with Rob Nunn. Then followed a 30km glide into wind with Rob sharing 
the running until another 6kt put us on glide for home. All day winners ' speeches sound tile same: when it goes right 
it goes right in spades. The 80pt lead I sat on the grid with on Saturday amounted to a to-minute advantage and I 
felt relaxed. Watching six rqther hairy aero tows in the 20kt rotor-y crosswind made me feel less so, but minutes later 
the safety committee stepped in and the task was scrubbed. People started shaking my hand. as the forecast for 
Sunday was poor. I refused to let myself believe I had it in the bag until the following morning, when I saw the notice 
on my way to breakfast: "Prizegiving 11.00". YO ' 

Dave slarted flying (in hang·gliders) on August 11, 1982. 24 years to the day when he took the lead in this conlest. 

II was his fifth year of gliding nationals and he has 950 hours gliding and 2000·plus hours hang-gliding 

Results: 1. Dave Draper: 
2, Ken Barker; 3, Rob 
Nunn; 4, Ian MacArthur; 
5, Jon Meyer; 6. Jerry 
Pack; 7, James Ewence; 
8, Mike Collett; 9, Mark 
Holden; 10. Liz Sparrow: 
Top left; Ken Barker. who 
was second overaff; 
Left: Rob Nunn, day winner 
and third-placed overall; 
Right: Gordon MacDonald, 
whose double logger failure 
cost him a lot of points 
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THE RACING YEAR: 15-METRE CLASS NATIONALS 


Two points is all it takes 

Jane Randle reports on a close-fought 
competition for the 15-Metre title 

T
HIRTY-FIVE pilots from ten clubs entered the 

2006 15-Mctre N~tional Gliding Championships 
hosted il)' Cot5wold GC at Aston Down, their 

large airficld in some of the best soaring countr), in 

Engla nd. It wa5 a sm,111 bu t quality field . Steve Jones 
w~s defend ing his 2005 title; Leigh Wells, current Word 

Standard Class Champion, was flyin g his Ventus 13. 
Amongst the others wcre many able contestants, from 
veterans to ex·juniors. Th ~ \,,'ca th er was superb, 
7),073 km were fl own on seven contest days and the 

final r05u ll was one of th e closest ever. 
An enthusiastic team of vo luntecrs worked very hard 

for the direc tor, David Robert s, with a lly W",d JS 

deputy director, and Ed Johnston setting the tasks. 

Chris Swann was chief marshal. David Chapman, the 
Head of Fl ight Operations Divi sion oi the Civil Av iation 

Au th or ity, opened the comrwtition. In view of the 
concern ,1bout compulsory ,"tode 5 transponders in 

gl iders, it was" timely invitat ion. He and Mrs Chapman 
were flown b)' CF I Simon Buckley and chairman Mike 
We'ston and soared for abou t an hour during the 
morning. That morning, we griddecl hut after lunch, 

thundery showers developed and the day was scrubbed . 

Day 1: Sunday July 23. After a damp stort , Task R was 
selected, J 22 7km triangle to Abergdvenn)' and Craven 
Arms. There wpre .B finishers. Initial I)" man)' pilots had 

struggled near the river, w here there was stron" sink. 
Chris St.l rkey w as stuck til re for an hour but Leigh 

Well s iound good lift over the f ore>l Of Dean. Thi s saw 
him to Aberg;1Venny, then he used a line of liil just eels t 
of th second leg. A good cl imb south of Craven Arms 

when others were low, and one landed, saw him 
rompi ng home. Pau l Brice, enjoying his brand-new 

ASG29, Wd S ilying alone dnd hav ing a grea t tim . Leigh 
won at I 02.1km/h. He held a slender lead. 1, Leigh 
Wells, 102.2km/h, 704pt s; 2, Pilul Brice, 101.1 km/h, 

b'll pts; 3, Mall Cook, 1 OOAkm/h, blUpts; 4, /\ndrew 
Hall, 9H.6km/h, 65llpts. 

Day 2 : Monday, July 24. A midday lau nch for a 446km 
race round Radstock, Chievele)', Eyebrook Reservo ir, 
and 5t Neots. 5,,"v(' Jones and Dave 'Nail sacrificed 
themselves when they stdrted b '(ore the: 11),1in bunch. 

"We had over 400km to fly and it was wel l after I pm, 

someone hild to go." Steve achieved on ly 70km/h " long 
th e iirst leg and conditi ons didn't improve until he got 
to the Downs near Membury. Dave carried 370lb of 

water down that difficult first leg, hut used it well w hen 
conditio ns boomed at 5t Neots. Leigh did not have th(~ 

same trouble on the first leg Jnd he caught th e others 
up Jnd ilew with them. Once aga in , Paul Hrice flew 

very well and was th " main opposition to Leigh. Onp 
pilot landed out 15km shorl. Results : I . Leigh Well s, 
106.1 km/h, 1000pts; 2. Pau l Brice, I 05.8km/h, 998p ts; 
3. Tim Scott, 1 OS.6km/h, 992 pts; 4. Malt Cook, 

105.3km/h, 987pts. Overa ll: I, Leigh Wells 1704; 2, 
l~lU I Brice 1686; 3, Matt Cook 1670; 4, Tim Scolf 1631. 

Day 3: Tuesday July 25. 243/463 km f\ ss igned Area Task, 

f\ ston Down 10 Bediord Bridge, w ith an ,Jdjustment area 
centred on Che ltenhdm. Ti me: 3hrs 30mins. Ed Johnston 

told the pilots that the anti cyLlon" was wea kening, 
had moved to the east and ,1gecl. The drier air should 
prevent storms but there was d sl ight ri sk at an ex treme 

hotspot. Thermals shou ld go to 5,500ft with an even 
distribution of 4-5kt thermal s. There might be douds in 
the etlst. Thb was efiectivel), an ou t and retu rn. Chris 

Sta rkey, afler h is awful iirst day, was in nrd place and 
made what many people thought the fligh t of the com
petition to wi n th day. He modestly sa id: "The w inner 

never has mu h or a story!" Flying l<lrgely On his own, 
he had kept north of track aW,l)' from tilE' airspace so 11'.' 
cou ld use th erm,l ls 10 c loudbase. H<lving prev iously 
marked his map with speed sectors, h., found that w hen 

he got to the 120km/h line he had actuall y achieved 
130km!h. He continued east until he met sea air near 
Mildenhall. nw return leg was less easy: fl y ing into sun 

made it hard to read the clouds. His speed of 
124.4krn/h over 417.4km brought Chris up to Hth 
overall. Andy Iiall, who was second, found some red ll y 
strong climbs to 6,500ft. He, too, kept to the north, 

flying Illostly on his own. The Booker gilggle w ith Leigh 
in the m iddle were fl y ing tn the south. I had asked 
Dave WJtt how they had achipved a blanket iini sh of 

,1 hout 11 2km/h for a dist,lnCL' of 370km. He obs<'rved 

dryly: "We werc d geri atr iC gaggle, not Hying very well. 

We had a good stJrt but there were seven oi us, we 

took no risks, we all turned together, and we got what 
we deserved." The top 25 pilots exc . ,docl 100kmlh 
and one pilot landed out. 1. Chrrs Sta rkey, 41 7.4km 

at 124.4km/h, 1 OOOpts; 2. Andrew Hall , 396krn at 

11 3.7km/h, 832pt5; 1. Pa ul Bri ce, 3 69.3km at 
112.1 km/h, 808 pts; 4= Leigh Wells and Tim SCali, 
368.8klll and 369 .3km at 11 2km/h, 806p ts. Overall: 
1, Leigh Wells 25 /(), 2, Pau l Brice 2494,3, l'vlall Conk 
24.09, 4, Tim SCOII 2437pts. 

Day 4: Wednesday, July 26. 145.8km polygon to 
Kiddcrminster, Winchcombe and Banbury. Ed Johnston 

told the pi lots: we' ca n't go east be use of thunder, we 
can't go south becaus of rain and the Severn effect 

- do you want to go to Wales? I-Ie showed a nJap of 
therma l st rength , and d blue area on the for cast map 
in the middle oi th e task is where many pilots were 
slow. Pau l Brice hael Illilny weak d imbs between 

Winchcombe and Banbury, but fi n,JII), at S.30pm he got 
to 4,500ft, Andrew Hall , flYing an LS6C, watched a 

pa tch of c i rrus before the sta rt. It moved along the fi rst 
leg and he de layed his start until it was lear. He caught 

people up and flew with them round the iirst turn. 
When they got ba -k to Wi nchcombe, conditions 
becam more rli fficu lt in the b lue and h go t low and 

had to lake a weak climb. He met people coming ou t 
of Banbury ilnd then found condition. much improve'll . 

Threl' good cl imbs mabled him to catch up and over
take th e o thers w ho had gone for d cloud str., .. t that 
gave them little. i{ow'r Hopkinson, Chairman of the 

PFA, v isited the competition that day. He took the 
opportunity to find out morE' abou t gl iding Jnd flew 
w ith David Roberts in th e Duo D iscus. Thc'), 1,1nded out. 

So did five others. 1, Andrew Hall, 89.4km)h, 905pts, 
2, Tim Scott, 1l6.5klll/h, 857pts. 3. C. Storkey, 8 5.7km/h, 

844pts, 4. "ay Draper, 84.4 km/h, 821 pts. 

Ozee Flying Suits 

'flied and tested throughout the UK and beyond the Ozee flying suit has become an important part of the glider pilots winter wardrobe. 


Whether you are gliding at 20,000 feet or part of the ground crew an Ozee suit will keep you warm and dry, 

'fhermallined to withstand freezing temperatures • Breathable and waterproof outer fabric 

Available in 8 sizes and made to measure service • Available in 3 styles and many colours 


Prices start from £99.00 inclusive of J'ltT 

Visit our on-line shop @ www.ozee.co.uk 


For colour brociJure contact 

Ozee Ltd 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG. TellFax: 01702 435735 
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Left, from left: Leigh Wells (2nd), Tim Scott (1st) and Andy Hall (3rd) (Robert Davis) 
Above: 3S pilots from ten cfubs entered the IS-Metre Championships (Alison Randle) 
Right: the grid at Aston Down before the competitors launched (Alison Randle) 

Day 5: Thursday, Jlily 27.2 d.1 krn polygon to 

Leominster, M onmouth and Ki ddermi n"er. To set this 

t ~sk, Eel lohnston had some cMt-iu l d c isions to m~ke. 
In tht' ri ght air, 4kt th ermal s to 4,SOOft were possib le 
but some of the castern air wou ld give thunder and 

fronts were lurking In the w I. Prospc ts for th e 
fo llow ing (lays wcre not good. O nce more, the chos" n 
~ltea worked very well. Jon Iv'cycr W;)S first back with a 
very filSt time, but IX lth his loggers f,'il ed. Leigh Wt' li s 
had J good start and a good ru n to the top turo . He 

fl ew with Ti m Scott to Monmouth and he observed Tim 
flying really well. O n the last leg, most of th· p ilo ts 

took J. line UOWIl thl' Malvt!.rns. Iloward Jones went edst 

,lIld picked up J Skt climb. It was not quite enough to 

beat Leigh. EveryoIK' finishe<l. Results: 1. Leigh Wells, 
9<J.3kn1/h, 865 rts, 2: I-Ioward Jones and Tim Scott, 
99.2km/h, 862[115, 4. Paul Bri e,9tUkm/h , M6flts. 
Overall: 7, L(.·iSh \'Vells ~/ 74, l, Tim S<.'1')1I41 56, J, 
Paul Brice 4704, 4, Mall Cook 40.57. Tim Scoli's 
consisten cy w ;lS erod ing Le igh's narro 'v\' lead and 

Pau l Brice Wd, dropping away. 

Day 6: Friday, July 28. 1BO.4/tiOO. 7km Assigned Area 

Task through Grea t Malvern, Chipping Camden and 

Silverstone. Cenur;,l situdt io": Ed Johnstun repo rted 
slow-moving fronts over us for Ih0 iollo\ving dJy; bu t a 
small ri dge for Friday. East o f Bedford and in th e sOLith 
were the remain, of the sma ll thundery low. Using the 

~ml)orn(~ ascent as the rcp re~untdtive clirrnass, the <l ir 
was forecast to give good strong thermal s to 4 ,500ft and 
pOSS ibl y to -,500ft. Sonw Cirrus might form to th(, wcst 

and north by 3flm . Holcling th e start height of 3,(](](]ft 

for two minutes proved prohlemati for all pilots. DdV 

Willi, w ho won, observed that he \ s sure th o rul '$ 

were mdde with good intentions, but trained RAf pilots 
would have been Challenged in the gaggl > wa iting to 
start. The soarin g had b n Superb, :lIlti c),ciunic 

continen tal racing cond itions. This time he started lale 
and caught the uthers up. He WilS leel il)' Paul , Tim and 
Leigh into parts oi Wales he had never been to before. 

B"Xt, Coop" r jo ined in. "The thin g about aSS igned tasks 
is the change from certainty to uncertainty. After the 

star t you kno'vv where you are, but p00pl«: c:J n turn 
anywhere in the ass igned ae and you don't know how 
you stand with th m."Tim 5 (lit and Dave Watt pd ir 

tkw from Nurthl each to Si lverstone and they had some 
rea lly good climbs but the lovely-looking c:u did not 

work. Two pilots landed oul. 1, Davr Watt, 441 .1 km at 

lOS.4krn/h, 10()Opt" 2, Bruce Cooper, 440.9km at 
1 04.bkm/h, ~85pt s, 3, Tim Scott , 438.5km at 

104.1 krn/h, 97Spts, 4, Leigh Well s, 429.9km ;]t 
102.3 km/h, 94 1 pts. O verall: Tim Scott 5 731, 2, Leigh 
Wells 5 1 75, J, 1~1U1 Brice S()07, -I, Ma ll Cook 4940. For 

the first time, Leigh had lost the lead, 16 poin" behind 

TIIll Scott . Saturday brought tl adv,lIlci ng Wdrlll i ron t 
and every effort was made to g · tthe pilots away east 

into better conciit iuns with a remote iinish at Il icester. 
It wasn't to b0 and th e forecast was not good for Sunday 

so it looked as ii Tim wou ld w in his first NatiOnals. 

Day 7: Sunday, July 30. 250. ('km po lygon to Ilice ter 
North, li sle)" Calvert Railway Juncti ()n and Chipping 
Norton. Fo llowing d cold front, th c.l re \·vas .1 small ridge, 

with a trough to the south, whi ch might bring ci rrus 
(Iver the t<lsk area during the ,Iiternoon. vVithin the ridge 

th ere should be no problem with thunderstorms o r 
spreaduut and there would be thermals to ),500fl. 
Ii the ridge collapsed, there would be ,howers. ,'\lot all 

models agreed about the c irrus. Ed Johnston gave the 

pilots plenty of problems to jugglE', anel with such a 
close contest, there were se\leral in a posi tion to steal 
th e cup. Un the grid, Tim Scott studi('d satell ite images 

to chet:k the progress of the cirrus. When he saw thl' 
cirrus was not <-ldv.1nc ing. he hegan to worry .1hout 
shovvcrs. Leigh and he stJned at simil (lr times. Il ....vJS 

a short task ,1 MI th ere' was nothing to be ga ined by 

wai ti ng. nll'rc we".' prOblems down til<' first leg, Ion 

Meyer land<-"I and ''''att :ook gOt low. Leigh Jnd Tim 
flew as a tealll, that way they might beM of( th e other 

contend"". They pooi<·d resources but Leigh was not 
ab le to get back the 14 poi nts he neeeled. He thought 
he was fi ve points short wh(>n he fini shed. M eanwhilo, 

Chri S Starkey was planning another coup. H e made 

th ree starts, try ing to tim e the streets to suil. Steve lones 
landed for morc wate r ,1Ilei Andy Smith returned afwr 
getting low near Little Ri ssi ngton . Chris did not haw a 
comfortable first log but the others were fine, the fi nal 
one superb wi th an exhilarating I;lst 1 Skm ;11 nOkts 

under a w(~ II - devcklped 5tre I. Two Ililuts lan<.led out. 
The drama uniolded in the scoring booth. For every 

logger rh ,ll came in, Leigh gained .) po int from Tim <-1nd 
they were level w ith one pilot olltst"nd ing. Andy Smith, 

who had starled late, fin~ lI y got Ilack. Hi , logger was 

collected, the ca lculations made and lhen came pri ze
givi ng. Keith l'\Iega l, Ch,1 irman of both th e Roya l Aero 

Club and the 8ri ti , h Microlight Aircraft i\Ssucia tion, pre
sented the pri zes. Normally, there is an eXC ited i),lhhle 

at tlK' end of such a good comp, but now the atm os
phere was hushed, expectant. f\11 the helpers Wl're 

lhanked .lnd th en the d,lY winner was announced: Chris 
Starkey. Results: 1. Chri s Starkey, I 12 .3 km/h, 764pt s, 2. 
Lei ~h Well s, 111.Skm/h, 763pts, 3. Tim ScOtt, 

110.8km/h, 7S0pb, 4. l im White, lO'J.4km/h, 733pts. 
The overall pos ition was displ"yed on the screen. 

6th, Dave \A/a lt , 5')07; 5th l':l ul Briu,", :;575; 4th Chris 

Starkey, 5596; 3rd Andrew Hall, 5638; then the last two 
scores were displayed: 58BO and 58B I and no names! 

vVho WJS the winner? It WJS Tim Scott w inning his 

first n"tionals by such a , Iemi<:r nMrgin ,md Leigh took 

second place in good grace. The single point Over seven 
rac ing (b Y5 prob;lbly represl·nts 10 seconds. What can 
Y'ou do in ten seconds? (A technicality increased the 
l e~d 10 Iwo po in ts [('Her: w ell , 20 S-cL:u nds, th en! ). It wa s 

gener"lly agreed tlMt Ed loh,"ton's in terpretation ()f the 
wea.ther dnd choi ce of ( r as in wl1idl to race h(ld been 
exceptional, even inspired. 

Tim Scott tbankpd th e. orga ni s<lt ion and David 

Roberts for running a happy anel safe competi ti o n. 
I-te pai d tri bute to Dave Watt and Mall Cook, w ho h,lci 

supported him so well <Inri after s vpn days of fly ing he 

had not landed OU I. f\ftQrwards, he to ld me that Ill' had 
been determin ed to g" in a p lace in the Luropcan 

ChamlJionsh ip' nex t )'ear. Leigh J lreacly hild a place 
and, if Ti I11 was to jo in h im, he could not afford to let 
anyone but Leigh beat him. His whole strategy \. . 

h"d been ioeusl'd on that. ~ 

T, Tim Smll; 2, Leigh Wdls; .'I, Andre lV Hall; 4, Chris 

Starkey; 5, P.lul Brice; 6, David Watt; 7= Ma tt Cook "fld 
Steve jones; ,), Bruce Coopvr; 10, Wayne Asplallc/ 

GLIDER WINICHI. 

Please contact for latest 75 page 
Winches, Information and Components 
Booklet. (Also includes many parts for 
non-Skylaunch Winches). 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO WOLOS Ge 
Tel.: 44(0) 1939·235845 Fax: 44(0) 1939,234059 
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ABOYNE - NOT JUST A WAVE SITE 
Thermal Congratulations 
Ridge Jack Stephen - 1st Overa ll 
Wave Northerns 
Exclusive Glider Hire Justin Wills - 1st Overall Contacts 
No need to tow North . Competition Enterprise

Web: 
www.deesideglidingclub.co.uk Free Autumn Season Bookings All pilots welcome, we operate 7 days a 

E-mail: Contact Mary-Rose week. 
office@deesjdeglidingclub.co.uk Phone 01569 730687 

E-mail maryrose.smith@virgin.net Expand your horizonsPhone: 01339885339 

www.REFINISH.biz 

Glider repairing & refinishing i,n Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service - BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All, Mylar seals replaced , cockpit repainted , Numbers 
and logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA 
CofA provided . The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition . 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

Repairs 
*** £400 cashback offer *** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2006. 

We offer a full , no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs . 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very , 
very good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford , Northants, NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 
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SOLO - AND MORE 


What 

a day 

Laurence Desmet - who is Frank 
Irving's nephew - tells us why he will 
never forget one special Wednesday 

W
ED ESD Y AI) ril 26, 2006, 011.45, outsieie 

the hangar at Wolds GC DI-ing the K-21 

r neil' ill[ th " third day oi our cours '. With 

onl y tW(J of U5 on the <;ourse, I\neiy and I hau both 

~nloyed intensive tra ining from hris Pri ce, eFI. ~ nrl 

I had al,.p~dy .11111'''1 douhled the' fly ing time that I hold 

JCC ul1lulalcu ~ incc jQinmg Ill(' duh in Ft,\bru,lry. 
Chris (. nO Hf'rrli(' , our tug pilot and wi nch driv(!r, 

w n;: oIre;: dy talking ~'c il ed ll' abou t the masses of 

w.we bars thai had fi lled Ihe drly l110rning sky, hUI 

ewn thos left while IV chc kl'd the glider put .1 knot 

()1 l'xC;!Crl clnt ic.ipation in my stomach. 
1\11 set up, we skipped Ihe usu.ll morning cuppa to 

gc't tl irbornc .1> quickl y L\ S pO$51b ll', Chris and my5clf 
tak ing the iirst winch uf the d,,1' to 1,100it. A lower 

(f'vel of cluud \\Id.S dlre(l dy !' larl ing lu lill the ,.a p5 

between Ih(' hars .mel although thermal activit)· hart 
5tdrted, we were unable 10 COIlI,Kt dny \ v . S.1 ck on 

tlw ground, ~l fr,w short minut s l;l tPr, I was arl111sed to 

~e fn31l Y club members <.llr ;.l.Jdy ..lrrivi n& no doubl 

h,wing lhruwn .1 ~ itki e, nlLltt('ring SOllie iechlc e.x use 

in to the mobile whilst rncsmerisl'd b)' Ihal sky I 

1he on I l.lun, h on the' cluh's Ilew Skyl,lUnrh 

winch h d.l more d ' fi lllte plJn - US'i onl' l ifl .W"iI,lble 

lu get as much height as pussible. i\ ,hort hop fro m 
Ih· rde, Sf.' po il ion p ul uS !)vF'r fl~ rmbl Ml)llr, the 

,,11,, 11 vil lage .:It the endu Ih runway, and ils therrnal

generaling propert ies deliver d on cue. 

Looking up I saw, 8ilggle Or birds rirLling '""..l)' 

O\lerhcad uncl'r a grey d our!; putti ng Ih,· K-2 1 tinder 

Ih >1]1 g,lV' u the 11ft w p neecied, t,lking u, to cloudbase 

.11 4,000 11 in les tho ll live minuws. Chris e'rl, inool h"l 

"'cll'e Gin do stra ng" Ihi ng, to Ilwrmal, Jnd I guess tho t 

would expla in u h Irong Ii i! and J re) 'tive l}' high 

cloudl),1se so c,lrl y in Ihe da}'. 
"OK," ca m," Ihe voice (rom the h".-k, "we need 

to push tOfw<:I rd now 10 get to Ihe windvvdH.I edge of 

Ihe dvud." 

I fn llOlwti instruct inn, Ihough in trulh, nU\V thdt we 

we're under its belly, I W,IS Ilot certa in wh 'r" Ih" "dge r r 
Ill(' , loud wa.,. Slowly Ihe \r.1r in changed from J humpy 

tour down to 01 smoother 701"0 cmd then to ~l si lky 

sl1100lh one, tw('), then thr :;oe lip. 

"WC"rp in it'" , .l id Cltri,. "Turll left now, PJr~l l eI 10 


the cloud. Jnd track , long tlte gJP" . 


Ag.lin I did ," told .md h,ld tlw mosl (·xtr.1ordiflOl ry 


~ei1'i;ltion 01 'if-fling the dOll ch. <tpparen lly moving 

dO\\'O\\'d(c!s J:-. we held our posit ion f'(::.'I(I!ivl' to Ih<.' 
ground, wi th none ()j the' lI SLhll sen5~\ljons thnt I would 

normal ly Jssociate wi th gliding: flO huiict, tu rhul C'nc(', 

po~itivc or ncgalivt' C - just . .1 con;;-t.ln t ru~ h ur air ~ 
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Wave off the winch to 6,50011 is the first of three reasons why Laurence will never forget April 26. 2006. His photos. 

clockwise from top, show him ctimbmg through the gap in the K-21. Pocklington from on high and the view from the 

site, looking up at the lentlculars. His second unforgettable moment came that afternoon. when he was sent solo by 

ChriS Price (above left) . That in turn paved the way for goal number three, in July - converting to the Pegase (EQK) 

that he'd inherited from his uncle, Frank Irving. five years to the day since the aircraft last flew. It was Frank who, 

27 years ago, introduced Laurence to gliding and it was Frank 's death in 2005 that inspired him to learn to fly .. 



SOLO - AND MORE 


~ over th e canupy to remind me thel! we W f' rp flying and 

an unbelievable smoothness and calmness al l around us. 

As we' reach ed the end of the opening in the cloud, 

we turncc!t8()'"' ,1ndllE'al b,lck along Ihe cloud, ailihe 

time keeping the airfield in sight below us; Chris 

encouraged nll' to l'xplore th" li ft, moving away from 

and closer to the edge of the cloud (much more obvious 

from above than below! ) until the vario gave its max 

reading .- rarel y much above 3 up. Chris also had to 

remind nl(' occasional ly to watch my spee'd - with none 

of the referen ces that I was used In, other Ihan thl! air 

rush, I IV"S tending to let my speed drop. 

Gaining heigh t to about 6,)00ft, now looking down 

on th e Wi.1Ve form .:ltion in thp morning sun, I had the 

distinct impression of iresh powder snow in the Alps, 

waiting for the first tracks of the day to be ca rved intn 

them. Both of tiS were silent in "we al thb fant,lstic and 

most unexpected lurn of events. 

Chris, a lillie mischievously perhaps, radioed down 

to the airfield to infc1rm anyone who was listening that 

we were dt 6,500fl in wave. After d moment 's pause, 

the radio hurst inlo liic wi th people ask ing others if they 

h;)d heard Chris' message, did they know whcrf'abouts 

w e were, what wen..l WE' in and So un. \IVp could 11lmost. 

sense those who had arrived late cursing their t'xtrcl hali 
hour in bed as they rushed about in haste to get rigged ! 

A short while later, Chri s rem indecl me that we h,1(1 

been flying ior nearly 40 minutes and thai poor old 

And)' would 1)(' kicking his heels down below; feeli ng 

as though I was committing a crime against man and ,1 

si n against God, I opened the airbrakes fully. With many 

of the saps in the clouds now closed, we descendc'd 

inlO a much greyer world than the one we had leit, 

and one that was full of gliders lin ing up, launching, 

circling, desperately try ing to find that elusive Wclve, 

Excuse me for sounding a litt le sm ug. but nobody else 

m,lnagl'r/ to explo it the wave that cia)' - one loca l 

pundit managed a 300ft clirnb in wave from an ,1('rotow 

but stopped when the ga l' closed on him. 

So was that the end of my memorable day! Hell , no! 

"The look of delight on my children's faces after their first sortie in the Falke" - an experience that, Laurence says, 

ranks as one of his most memorable from his first season as a fully-fledged glider pilol, enjoying a wonderful sport 

Aiter lunch , still bu zz ing from the morning's .lClventure, 

wa lking back to the 1,1unchpoint afll'r.l less memorable 

fli ght. Chris quietly spoke those long-dwa itl'd words: 

"So do you fancy taking it up by yourself?". 

Docs the Pope heve a balcony! In what had now 

turned into a fantastic sOe ring afternoon, I milni1gecl a 

70-minute' first so lo flight ["Cheeky hugger! " was the 

comment from iln inst ructur \-"ho saw my logbook the 

next da)') at the end of wh ich I mana 'cd to disprove the 

"best lancling of my career W,l S my (irst solo" theory! 

By the end of the week I had a furth er four solo 

flights in the bag, edch of which qualified for a I3ronze 

leg and ont' of which, if I had t.hought to put a logger in 

the glider, would have qualified lor my Si lver heightl 

In summar)" whJ.t () day, whill CI week, \·vhat a 

co urSe : 6,500ft in wave, so lo, I:lronlC.! legs and i1 su n 

tan! Even Andy, who h"d h is db initio fl ights on the 

Monday morning, was on ly spins and a few cdb le 

breaks away from so lo by the Friday. Living in 

Liverpool, my weekend trips to Pocklington, East 

Yorkshire, rl'presen t a fa ir hike but with th ir own 

ex-VVW2 airfield, a modern fleet of glass gliders, 

new clubhouse, new winch and with the friendli est. 

most helpfu l, professional and we/coming bunch of 

enthusiasts that t have found in my ca rch for a club, 

I know that I have made the right choice. 

I would just lik to mention that it was my uncie, 

Fr,lI1k Irving, who introduced me to gl iding many I' ar 

dgO ilnd whose d lath last summer re-insp ired me to 

take Llp the sport agai n. On bcha li of his fam il y, I wou ld 

likp to thank all 01 the contributors to S&C lor the many 

kind words t.hat have been written in his memory Gnd 

I would a/so like to thank his fri ends at ImrcriJ I College 

and at Lasham - too many to III nliOn but you know 

who )'ou are - for all of the thotlghtful deeds ,rr ied out 

on his behalf. 

Somewhere above, in a spiritual thermal, Frank will be smiling 
IT IS only ten short months since I was faced with the dilemma - The first flights in Peggy? Memorable but also slightly daunting. 
sell Frank's beloved Pegase and acknowledge that the seed sown in 
me by Frank, some 27 summers ago at Lasham, would never grow ... No, the flight that really got me was towards the end of a hot June 
or learn to fly it and cherish this most unusual heirloom. Saturday, flying the club K-8 in tandem with the beautiful 1956 

After my solo in April, flying every weekend I could, I worked my Slingsby Eagle owned by Tony Kendall and Mick Pagram. The 
way off daily checks, out of the K-21, into the club Junior and then afternoon sea breeze gave a line of convergence that had the little 
the LS4; I built up hours of single-seater experience and by early K-8 floating up like a leaf in a breeze. Corkscrewing upwards at 
July had both my Bronze Badge and Silver height in the bag. little more than 35kt lAS and watching the big K-21s falling below 
Fulfilling the insurance requirements to fly the Pegase, on the was terrific fun. Not able to use the weak intermittent lift, the glass 
second weekend in July, five years to the day since it last flew and ships were all soon back on the airfield whilst the Eagle and I 
after a few tentative five-minute hops, Peggy (what, your glider sedately drifted up to the hazy cloudbase. 
doesn't have a name?) and I enjoyed an hour and 40 minutes Flying there with the Eagle reminded me of the June 1'955 S&G 
soaring above the beautiful East Yorkshire countryside. article, written by Frank, recounting the first two-seater crossing of 

Flying most weekends this summer has given me many first the English Channel, made in an Eagle, with Lorne Welch piloting 
impressions in this wonderful sport and, writing this, I wonder and Frank navigating. In the story, he tells of eating sandwiches and 
to myself, which left the greatest impression? smoking a cigarette to pass the time whilst crOSSing the Channel; 

trying to explain to bemused Belgian officials why they had no 
The first flight in the Junior with no empty passenger seat behind passports; the Tiger Moth tug retrieve, flown by Derek Piggott, 
me? It was certainly a goal achieved but I don't remember much refuelling in Belgium, France and finally at London Gatwick (can you 
about the flight. imagine?) before returning home. All Boy's Own stuff, two young 

men flying the latest hot ship on a summer's day long ago. 
My first unlogged Silver height and second successful attempt? Well, okay, Truth is that there never was any dilemma, I couldn't 
Fun but again, not memorable, imagine Peggy leaving the family, and deciding to learn to fly her 

and look after her was the only real option open to me. 
The look of delight on my children's faces after their first sortie Somewhere above, in a spiritual thermal, Frank will be looking 
in the Falke? Well - that's certainly up there. down and smiling. 
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GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

ANT:HONY FIDLER & co 

INSURANCE CONSUL TANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lincs PE12 90B 


Tel : 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 


Authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Services Authority 


ROYAL DEESIDE 

WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
(;.P.S. 


~5i" 04.590' 

WOOl" 


' .IM9' 


() nil" 1.5 Ill iles 
frolll ,Ill' 

OEESUlE 
GI.IOI1\G 

CLI'O 

7 tV/GIn'S BED find BR£AKJiISTfrom £110pp 

Ofli.:- ring (.'(HniiHL"ahle ~u..:l.;ummol1ation, good rOtuJ , 

ami a fi ne selecLion of Malt \Vhisk) lO t:nJ()y btside 
coal fires. (Da il\' ra,cs ava ilable) 

FLRTJlER GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR I'ARTIES 10+ 

TelephOlle 01339885229 
IlJlIJllJ,/ochkitlOrd.cotll 

The ideal present for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 

Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 


"All soaring pilots should have this book 

on their shelves" - George Moffat 


"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 


"Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself 


laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 


Order on line at www.gliding.co .uk 
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full rangeof MH Oxygen EDS 
and XCR systems. Visit our website 
to view the full range. 

Winter Bordgerate 
Instruments 
The very best Genman precision 
Instruments,Visit our website to 
view the full range. 

CoUbri 
Smallest 
logger with 
high leYellGC 
approval. All 
you need to 
claim badges, 
records or competition flights 
It is small in size, but big in 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on ourvvebsite. 
£594.99 inc VAT 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
"N" and is better than ever 

£646.25 inc VAT 

These all new versions replace the 
840 and 850 with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

£975.00 inc VAT 

VISIt our website to view the 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully insulated 
bottle offers up to 3 hours 
of cool,clean water 
£29.38 inc VAT 

Gadringer Seat Harness 
Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full rangeof colours. 
prices start at: £269.08 
inc VAT 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 


SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 


PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 

GLOS. GL2 7JR 
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Club focus 


CHILTERNS GLIDING CENTRE (CGCentre) was 
formed when the Royal Air Force Gliding & Soaring 
Association (RAFGSA) Centre moved to RAF Halton 
and merged with the resident RAFGSA Chilterns 
Gliding Club. 

The CGCentre is the full-time home of military 
sport gliding within the Royal Air Force, and was 
originally established as the RAFGSA Centre in 
October 1963 as part 01 71 MU at RAF Bicester, 
where it absorbed the Windrushers GC (later to 
re-form at Bicester alter the Centre's move to RAF 
Halton). The Chilterns Club began at RAF Benson, 
belore moving on to RAF Weston-on-the-Green and, 
latterly, RAF Halton. The University College London 
Union Gliding Club (UCLUGC - no wonder we call 
them 'UCL' for short), which we actively support, 
also operates Irom RAF Halton. 

The principal aim 01 the CGCentre is to introduce 
young service menlwomen to the sport 01 gliding 
and soaring. To further this aim, we provide a 
seven-day-a-week gliding site where members 01 all 
service gliding clubs can fly. As well as routine task 
and soaring weeks, courses are also run covering 
more advanced topics such as cross-country, 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPLSLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

aerobatics and instructor training. A major element 
of the tasking of the CGCentre today is the Joint 
Services Adventurous Training (JSAT), and a num
ber of courses are run each year within the JSAT 
scheme lor students from all three Services. 

In the early days 01 the RAFGSA its membership 
was almost exclusively Service ; however, over 
the years the Association has come to value the 
contribution made by retired servicemen and other 
civilians. This, combined with successive reduc
tions in the size of the Armed Forces, has led to an 
increase in the proportion 01 civilian members. 
However, the Charities Commission have placed 
limits on civilian membership 01 service clubs; 
therefore, when a place becomes available, we gen
erally only accept civilians with specific skills who 
can actively contribute to the support and running 
of the gliding activities. 

The Centre has been well represented in the 
annual RAFGSA expedition to Sisteron, and for the 
past two years some 01 the civilian members have 
arranged a separate expedition to run concurrently 
with their service colleagues ' expedition to the site. 

Andy Hyslop 

At a glance 
Full membership cost: £103 pa 


Launch type and cost: 

Aerotow, £16.00 to 2,000ft : Winch - £3.50 


Club Ileet: Pawnee x2, Grob 109B x2. Duo Discus. 

K-21 x3, K·13. Ventus 2cT, Discus. Astir. K·18 


Instructors: 25 


Types 01 lift: ridge. thermal , occasional wave 


Operates : 7 days a week. but 'club' flying usually 

Weds & Fri afternoons, Bank Holidays & weekends 


Contact: 01296 696818 /0icrafgsa@btconnect.com 
www.rafgsa.org 

A/F frequency (not exclusively gliding): 130.425 

As a Service airfield. strictly PPR only 


ICAO code: EGWN 

N51' 47' 33" WOOO' 44' 12" 


U 
news 


Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
v E weicOIlW ow IU'Wl.',,1 11ll,'Illi>l'r, Bry.111 I VdJl>, ;'lnt! (Ungrulu!:lh' 

f\k(j:, Kf·(,k·y, fi I's l ...010, rhr i.. Nicholsun, Silver hildge ;:tnd 100km 

diplol1lJ, and Luuise V alkl'r ;1 0(/ SlUJrt Johnslo n for SlIv(,IJ 

dist-fmc . COn&ral uld lj()l1 ~ to Rog r C('}ornl }) nn rc:newi ng his 

ilupcctor rJ!i ng 1\ nt/Inlier uf memlr'rs used 9,000 11 dOlldbascs 

in eady July to iilchiC'\.'f' 11151 (rOS~~cuunf . .!ipccrl~ {see pJ I I. vVe 

hav -' contiIlLJt:.'<i to o~ni~,' midWI;!l':'.k l<lsl ,-l ying wh~n \....e.Jthe.r 

per11lhs. Ihe dub hJ~ been \'leU r('prasc.nlt'd in C(H1)I>et it ions tl1 i!lo 

-:,U lnmcr with mPfll bco cumpeti ng in the.! Uiuford . Bi Ic-r 41nd 

(.;nHl':)(i\.' J1 Rt:.·ginn,d ..., ' nd the 1 B·,'vlell e Naliunu ls at L.:l shJ01. 

Tim O'Sullivan 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
FOR ~o.m ng \v("f'k In June we irwif(.'d I' 10 D(~mollu C1nd ~ r.1nV 
irom !3owl.Uld Forl''' ' to join 111(' lUll. nw.: \\ eJ lh ',' \\ a~ Rood with 

, I numiJer of Lhh flown. 1~( ·n·rH l ) . 'If'phen Bo.;;h('r ;'Indios" 

Crins have so loed <lnd Pau l M cTurk hJ..S re-suli)('i.L el' Ccr,)~h l 

cno 'Jl I(!f.(..'(I fivp ho w"' l P te.r Croy l ike-w,,:; - inl luding ;, SlIvPI 

height A nd !jOkm fllghl3 ".\·de nJ .lrl~ hy TIm R(lbcrh dllCl ~ rc.n(bll 

\ '\fQrley rI PNcrS ell1 d /0 11 Arnold Ilew in rrancc ill tlw '"<{5\1 i c 

~ompl!tj ti (JP ., t ROmOl'71 nlin . Tlu.' clull h,l!> lu~t \Vill~1 :tlld lJt.'hlJ 

tldekel! (or l hf' till1(, heing. \ '\'(' w ish thom wt:'11 during their 

.ahsence. 

De.rek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
o R ~und fly ing wf'l:k .It the t'nd 01 JUllf' Wd~ iru:,rr.lting, w ith 

poor we.lllwr, hll: t~ 5 k w('('k in ,.\llgusl W.lS sO(l'1f'whJ ! be ller .l.nd 

.1 gl;ll..Hj S(JCi ..l l w(:ek w ith rll(,fllildGi "(,..lying Oil ... il l'. Mike if,;onk..: 

lll,m,lgc'd In lind W,IW, ,l( hi('vi ng Cold h<'lghl , IH,lf I;m ding <lhOlIl 

ilfl rll. Congr.lIul ,l! i(llls 10 N i(k ivlitt hell. \',ho weill solt) Illfer 

·10 l,ull'H...he ... . ,lIld b .l lrl'ildv {oll, '~ lint; BlOnze l q!~ . OUf nne-d.1Y 

( tllm,e!i dPP"-,,lr lu h,we b"ell ,I ~ILC~ !I ,vith .1 numl)('f 01 P l p le 

~nJnying ;l Im ...: nne-Io-one 1!l$lfUd.iQn lvln re members ;-Ife 

bei ng CtlLourd1l(:.'(i tll Hy in the Ill l t:.r-o.(Ju h Le:ttjll e.. 

Jan Smilh 

Bidford Gliding (Bidford) 
CON(; I</\TULATIONS to M<l rk \<Vil\l( ' r ~ for nllllpklillH hi .:; 

8rnn7 1' Uddge J ml nnS5-CO(lIl try ('mlorscl1w l1 l. ,\-1.lny ulhc.r 

~Khiov,.m('nt5 to 1l1cntiuTl I I,my \Vhi l.t.!hc.uJ rc-)()I(I(·d ,mel 

.H hi(\vpd Ill'; 11\'(' hour,-, hi~ luuther ITfg,d \V('n lin In ;) 

P UCheiLL .1S did Ni ck. I I ~lrkcl . Bob GH.'Cf1 0150 went 5010 ; Ni ( k 

GiltX-" ()!llplt'tc.d hi" BI CCJU f<;t ·· Hil l II ' ,Ii!. comr1pt(,d J GOOkm, 

d!l dlti I r.Hd..: Jl')'m>" Jnlt D tl VC Finoon; Gr-,)ham Barlow ,) Chlevro 

the IOokm, .1IonJ.! w ith SI~vC' Foster: l rI<!lc:hcr Lomplf'lfld his 

flvl...' hour ,:> .lIld $pt,:Jil l (OIlJi'.Jl ul.1tion ' If l TuSHY Tnny, who hJL., 

rnmpiC'lt·d hi ... ~ilvt' r B. ldgc Ro<l VVitter \ \(111 OUf ~U\nuil l TlIrhn 

CWTl lJCliliQO M.Hl\, ,b~lnks 10 tl ,os.! whu helped . 

Emily BrOildhridge 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
\-"['Rr .dl(' fld of lJ~ t yf'M for Irlun('\w, ,Hlc1l1y ing IlI)ll ! Uf 

,1V t '.r'lgt.o "In,Hing lime pt'r bunch, Ind u(J ing In ining r-irfu il5 oIf1(1 

I rIJ l lc~ns. 5 t.H~ cI - ,11 I tit I ull,ins l I Cl llo\\,II'g t!l t ~ J dt lpl illn o( 

fi vr" Yl':H q r,lI f.'gy in Apri l, ., <;01.111 le.Hll vi iff'li Belgiu lll duri ng 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans. BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by October 17 for 
the next issue (later deadlines at www.gliding.co.uk) 
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Above: a 4.000ft cloudbase over 

Portmoak. looking south towards 

Ihe River Forth and Edinburgh, 

on August 10 - the day John 

Williams flew his Antares in wave 

round 303.Bkm in 1hr 54m 56s 10 

claim a new Open Class record 

o( 158.6kmlh (Ian Easson) 

Righi. wave at Bowland Forest 

on August 13. straight off Ihe 

winch to 10.300ft (Nigel Barnard) 

Left: Mustang roars over Essex 

& Suffolk GC's clubhouse at the 

memorial dedication for USAAF 

55th Figllter Group veterans who 

flew there in WW2 (John Home) 

Above and inset: Emma 

Young soloed at Wyvem: 

Above righl: Clevelands' 

Fred Brown gels ready 

to launch in the Yorkshire 

Inter-Club novice class 

as Bob Crick looks on: 

Righi: Ihe new clubhouse 

at Wolds was given a 

liel< 01 paint by members: 

LeN: Andy Green 01 Four 

Counties - the new diesel 

land speed record holder 

-launching the RAFGSA's 

Chilean Air Force guest 

Alejandro Chanes at RAF 

Winering (see also p4) 



Club news 


There are three new solos to 

report at Bowland Foresl GC: 

Above left: Andy Stansfield with 

instructor Phil Punt 

Above right: Simon Allman with 

instructor Clark Bain 

Left: Carl Mallinson 

Chilterns Centre (RAF Halton) 
SOME club p i lot" h:lVe been {'njoyi ng thr' «()ITlP~ , p.lrl icu l:trly the. 


Hices ter Rt..'gion.1Is, where there W.lS ,I relatively large co ntingen t. 


Two of our ~'(JUflg pilOh h,Hl fun i,lIld goud l 'xp<'ri erK(:.') ,lI til(' 


lJufls lahl('-hase.d Junior" in !he Duo, fly in g and he ing flmvfI 


:Houncl by ;1couple of f~ h,dl \\'{' say) 'sl igh tly ' older pi l()t~. I ~.:\(" k 


,11 b,l .,(, the Ju ly wealher \\".15 .... 1ll.11i ng; Au g u5I \\'.1 5 di ",lp poilllill ~ 


-~ bUI ~I I kw~t the ridges cont inued to work u c:.:c cr.sio n.J lly. \'Ve ,Hl ' 


I ()o ki n~ ln rw,lrd to - hopdully - ,In Indian "u mmer. 


Andy Hyslop 


Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
r:I~ED Ihown tell slightly "hor\ (If h i,,:;Okm - 1krn to he ex.1c t. 

/Job Cric !": " l~n rni .,~('(1 his l ()km, f'ndi ng up in h i;;, fi rst sucC:E'ssilil 

(i(·ld Iilncling, ,111(\ ri iier C rout \ViiS O fl{' m intl t(' short oj hi ~ fir$! 

/J roll l.L' leg! 1~ l dPpily, \\' l:' finished Ihi rd in Ih<.' Yorks hi fl~ Inlt.'r- ' Iuh 

Le.lguC', thanks to ,I le.lIn (lfio rt wilh Howl.:md t-ore.sl. l UL,GS 

(LlHI.. U nivErs il y) (illi~h;d third ill l ilt: Inler-Univ . ::- ily (Ol1 lihl. 

\ ·\ If·1] rionc> In illl n'ank) to n av _mnpbeJl. th retiring CFI. 
lor h is support; r in r~er Smith no',v takes over. \V ;:Jre laking 

book i l1 g..~ through the web ill.- W",\v.dC\.1:,'.rm/5sliding.of,!j.uk f(')r 

Ihe ..1nnual Cltrh.l llIds \\'ilve c.lmp. 

Polly Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
\·V[V[ h.ld .I nUflllJer o f first solo s - congrd lul.ll il.lIl':> AI •.ln Ti IlJt:.'t!, 

Coli n Ilughcs, John HI.·rl~1I and M ih' H,l )'l~. Tom COUd1 SOIOf~d 

in IllIll' <lnd hd:< h i~ BrunI(' ,Inri ."iOkfll . (ot.;;;w()ld p i lo So h.we also 

been doi ng wt'll in both regiona l ,1nd 11,1Iiol1.11competitio ns wi lh 

i\ lb r,lir l l.r rri :,.on .lIlel JOIl C.:'IlJ1 llld gC l.Olnv(.1.i l1g fn the Midl .:m d 

\{(·gion,II:, . AII"t<l ir. ;Ilong with P<ud ('ntil, ,J !r,o new in the Cluh 

CI .)s~ .l l ionals wilil,""" Bri.H1 Bir1i",oll , Anrlv Smith ,mel Tony P.lrka r 

flt.'\-v in Iht.. 15m ~,\l iun oll5. Ih.lt W(' h<Htc.-:d ,11 Aston [) o wn rim ing 

.r \vt.:t.:'k () eXll'lIell1 wt!,1tht.' r. -n l ,l f1k ~ In ,d l who l lc\o\" or heJ Pl'd . 

Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (Cranwell) 
r IRSTLY, wcll donI.' to memhc"'r ~ w ho tonk P,ll'! in in/PH lub 

comrE' Iilin n :-.. ConW,) l lI l .lt i() n ~ i\,'(·'i l ,.\tk in~ ri nd Devin G i dd ing~ 

who completed live-hou r dur,l lion ili ghh Jnd gained Sliver 

h('ighh. Our en Iv\,l rk 1:\,,111 5 dec ided Ih;ll it w(.)u ld be ,1 good 

idl'J !o I>e d nl.hor~d (l it" Sk('~ n l! ~'" plt'r in ., 11 lt'rdl' !or :)6hr.-: lor 

Ill(' RN l l. vVel 1dOfl(' 10 h im. rina ll y cl lJ ig Ihank -YOll tn Ion 

Trut:.'nl<l ll ,lI1el h i~ \(;'.)111 wlltl (lfg,lni~HI ,111<1 ,l(r,lIlg('d <J ily-in ')0 

!holt jlowi 'r ,lnd glid('T piloh ((Juld g,l in ,I grc'll ler unf[erSll1noing 

o t" (,Jch otlwr;.' rcqui rement-:.. U nlortllni1!cly thf' \V d,ller 

(f)ll~p ir( 'd ;lg,li n s-t U~ . 

Zeb Zamo 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
\-\11:''.-'1: h.ld ,1 busy s.ummer hosli ng Cnmpl'l il inn [mcrprisl' ,... nd 

the S'-.oll l':>h I llt~r-C l ub Le.Jgue. CongnrtulcitiollS 10 jlrstil1 \'Vill~ .I11e1 

I<ory 0 ' nnnor, winner .1nd runn('I-up 01thE' iOrr1H'1. B('11 N l'vb 

.rnel tnv(;nw7''' W('ft' inrorpo(,lIC'd into Ill(' t'l~ k~ 1 w ith Scolli "h (,1<;

t ics ~lIld the coast JS c-turning point s.. longr<l lul .ltioflS 10 

Cl irngO(Ol Cc, who won Ill(' Scoubh Inlerduh I('tlgue, No\\" we 

look lon"\'Jrd to IhC' 1mh U K Moun t~l il1 SOMi ng Ch.uTlpiomhip in 

('.l rI" Sf'ph·nth<·r. W('II dnnp (hMlit' Jord.lI1 on hi" five hour..;. \-Vtl 

Sailplane & Gliding 

Above: Sarah Mitcheson has gone soto at the Nympslietd site 01 

Brislol & Glouceslershire GC (Sid Smith) 

~ 	;\UglISl to ,)("D" til(' ~ujrclhilily of thL'. P\Vh .J~ J ,llIh two '•.H.!,'f 

dnd we PXPl' -.om(' li\'('!Y discussions. t\ slL'Lldy ..In 'J n1 o( pi lot .. 

irom other cluhs cnn li nll(~5 to sLl mplp our slJpC'r SOMing with 

fll,UlY I.lk ing .td V,lIltLlgC or our ({millry rllt'l1lhership de.. I.., S<"'Vl'!l 

d<lys d wl'<:'k ()p~r.J tl(1 1l C(lCltil1lll'::" Undt-'f Don Putl(lCk '" cnnl rn l. 

Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
1\o' UCl I im proved WL'dlhl'l' IH:. helped our 1,lu n( h r<lle recover. 

COllgr,lI ul;ltions lu SIeve Atki1lso ll , D,1I1 i(:1 Nyt' ,wd BdffV :\1 ich,1l'1 

on going "n il) ,l nciln Ad,lm King<lofll, Jon,11h':111 Cavl' and [loh 

Gri Ht'1l lor re -so lo ing. Luui':! QUMtly ,Hld C ilium ClJ rk tor Silvcr 

di~IMln', ,lll ri Chr i~ Young. fi r.. ! {l ight in rh(' K- l H. Bo()k< 'r pi loh 

h<w(.' done very w~lI ill N,ll iorl, iI Corll ])<' t lt iu I15, Ti m Scott wi ll n j ll ~ 

Ihc· 1l-mc'lrc'", oI n<l I).:wl Briu' l llm ing l.;eu md in tilt' 1H- IlH..:lrD , 

fnl luw ing .1 iifth pldU' in Ih(' ' .)- 11)(' 11"(' <.-omp c! ;lYS dltn Idkin!4 

del ivery ni h i~ new !\'S(j_!Y. In our Rpginn.11 .., 1),1\1(, \'\I,llf won. 

Roger Neol 

Borders (Milfield) 
("0 RATULATIONS on new wins by rom Hughl '" .Inc! j\ 1ike 

Srlli l h. R(~l.el1lly :.OI1H.:. yt)ull,~er I1ll.:.'mi>C::'fS spt'n t ~( lI ll(' lime with 

Ihe H Hall ( ' llIh ill -Shi pdal1l . In AugLJ~ 1 Gordon 1~lwrie, clim bc'"(l to 

('"H)Oil in w.lVe in hi~ Spon V('gJ, c~Hn l ng ,l (omiorl.lblc 5ilv( 'r 

hl-' lghl g.lin. Hri.... n Brown JllemplPd .1 HlOkm in h i" 1)(, ·wo IlIll 

IJIl<ied 'Wk e.horl . III I\ugust Wl' held .1/1 cl iJ illi t io e otH } I' lor the 

f>lIpib oi QuC'en rl i,ilbplh I Ii,:;h School, HI'xh£lm, Jnd a grea t 

"'WT<'S.. i l W,l :<- Ih.l nb 10 <I II wh() helped. 

Leonard Dent 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
SIM()N Ahrl"1rHl, Clfl ,V' i1l1ilhUIl .lncl Alluy SI.HI~fidd hdV~ .111 

gon<' solo .... nd !-tty Br,1irhW,lil<' ha>: H'-snl(J(,d. <IMk K.lin h.l~ 

movcd to l'lOV. 1 Scoli.,,- we th.lIl!': him Jnd Wi511 him \,/(,11. 

[xped it iolls h,lve resu lted in SOl n~ rlot.lhle .1(11 1(,\'<"'I11('nl ". AI 

Kl..'l.'vil. Crdh~lfn 5l·"II..', Andy Spr<l)' ,wei I h'n rr Sto lt li t:;\\' ,dI 5 (lkl1l 

In f"omplC'tC' Silvpf. vV(' tP,lflwd tip with 1)i shinrlh ior Ill(' YnrbhirL' 

Inlercluh leJgul', ending up ,1 uC'd iblC' th ird . f ill,dly, w(' ('xillhil('d 

our A~l i r .11 .l lo c.\! colll'gL' wi th H()()O memh('rs 01 tht' puhli c 

h'ing 'IuiJj('('led tu "l.1f ~<l,.lt.·~/11 .rn " l..ruio hy duu nlcI11 1,er.s. 

Phil Punt/ Tracy Jo>"ph 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
ION Mf'yer Wcl~ till' higll l.':-;I -p l.KQd 111l'11 11)L' f" i ll t l1(· C luh CI<IS.~ 

nol t il1n.,.lb .11 our club, COining fifth . \,\I("V(' rcl('iJ r.lt N I w ith our 

n( 'w worl d CI1, Hll p iol1 , I.(' igil \Vdl s. i\ I n('wll C roh t\ U() hJ~ bt:e.f1 

(kl iv('r('d to rppl;]({.' our \-I ug'-Ir. Pt'lt' B,'gn " llt i ni~tll'd hi... SilVI'f 

.md did n i. lIl HHl(1 go.d ,ll1d Gold d i~;I,1tlte. Jon CUO [(' gul lib 

1OOkm diplolll .1 .1I1e1 S~lr.lh Mil(hc'ioll h., ,, "olot'clo Summcr 

illsl ruc: tor C.lv in \'Vrigl l 'Y'~ (OW~t,,!, \\'i?fl~ .I SU( (t' ... s, wilh 

,1chil:'\'(:,lllenb (or luli.1 D,lw-:.on, Bob I'dg(', ~ i mon Bawden, PC-[f.' 

Slcvell ... .11l e! S l e~«' Les l ie. en Tim M.)( f.1ci)'cll <lnd lrl'\'or SIUMI 

h,w(' been vy ing for lOP pl.H (' in Ih(· IlciliOrl,d l adder. 

Bernard Smyth 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
Hie n<'w.... - Ihe new n J('rll hcr~' h.lIlg.lf is illll"hcd Ih.... nks 10 Mik(' 

Cook dnd helpers. Addlll Thornton .lI ul P... d<lv YL'OIll.'11l 11.1\,(' dOIlL' 

56 

From left, pictured at Bldforo: Tony Dolan; Lu Kennington; Nick 

Harker; Harry Whitehead; Fergal Whitehead: and Bruno Brown 

Silver distance.;, Pelf' r fk·lh.lrn hh. ci l/r.l lioll ;[Ild Stll.lrI B ('~lUlllO(lt 

h.I" his NPPL well done all. T<...L.... r1"1 Sclllby d id well Jl Ihe 

Midl.lIld Regional::., e:.peLi •.dly Colill . Ind Alldrew. Sl u.lrl, D.wC', 

."AMlin ,H1d C llhy rai ....ed £244 during o ur -P(lllSor<'J flying w(""'(:'k 

for a IOCil I hospic('- \\,(·11 don!,'! SqltC'ml ll'r "aw [he> ('v('r-~lJ('(l'!iS 

lui 40s nighl Zrnd .1I1ol lwr ,lcroiJ.llic c()rnpd ition to t;IX tho~(' of 11 

:-.I rong <..ull .... titutioll . It ':- heel! " grc~<I [ .;;ummer. 

Chris Davison 

Burn (Burn) 
DAVE BeU has tx.'en elec ted nur ch;.li rl1l<1n; we ,111 wjsh him w('11 

ulld a re Lonlic.ie l1 t he wi l l Ic ..td U:i sULce.:.st"ully thro ugh w h.H \-\" i ll 

bt) orll ' IltIl lt" nKing yt.!, It~ fl \elll haw..' Ix'c'n <1 11 ('nu)w,lging 

number of !I ~I solo f l i.~h t 5 lhr" LJmnH~r. Congr,l lu lJlions to AI<l n 

Browr, b ri d ie , S h ..JU rJ Cuuper Gr<lhJI1l I l iggins, I\pvin Mn..;plf'Y 

cllld Rkhdrd Trudw il \!Vt· h, lve welu,llllC'd sevell Ill'\\' !L'en.lger:-. 

In the clu h - they Jre uSlIl.g a grant of is()OU we rl'c~ived (rom 

$elb\' D i:,!r! ~ CUlli lL il. The cluh'!> intCft"! in neWhall( ... «()n li flUl.'~ 

10 fncn"dS<-' wi th /l1C'lllb('r!; kmking t"orw;Hd 1(1 illghb in [fl(' 

D unst~\ bl c.- hJsed Fm: whl' 1l il visit.s us in Septem ber. 

George Goodenough 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
CONGRATULATIONS 10 17-yf"H-vlrl Alex \lV,Hd on n'I,l n,lging hi. 


Silv ' f di-:.t,lllcl.' .l nd Tl IOkrn diploma In ;1 single Iligh t. KJt<' \'\I()od~ 


now IMS her Gf}ld disl.lIll..l.' <wd WJ~ Ihe lOp ':>l.u(i ng lel11~l le . 11 lhe 


Jun:nr N;lliol1;l ls, Npw $010$ indud,,; Jackie Sp.... rrow, I)('wr 


Chri5t m':b, Iialuk Yildi t: <md nuugl ' l ~ !lnJok.... 51(.'v(' fdwdftb h(1:;. 


o rg':lIliSC'd .111 {'xl'C'di l ion to Porlmo.,k ior October. 'vVc hilVC 


hOlrgh t ~lIlother SU jJJCil! w inch d~ <l h~Kkup .lnd il w illl'fl:<ur(:' 


Ih.l l om rTI.l in w inch i5 alwa~/ '" in firsl da~ ... working nrril'f. ( )u r 


onli ne bl.l()k ill ~ system has d b o hrought b.lf"k '>Olnt' old mClnlwr... , 


wil() ,1pplC'cl.llp Ilu' u lrWCniPflCL' . 


Paul Han'.:), 


Carlton Moor (Carlton Moor) 
( 'ONCRATlJLAnO,'S to SI.Hl I illcnlll on .Kh icv illg his 1-) 

Ct'rti fi l.III.' . Nigd l illg II.! '" Lll.'efl olppu il1 !c'l ! S,.J!ct y O i fil. t!f .~ nd 

kevi n 1) ,IViciso l1 h,1'- cl t I,hl Ill,l n.lged to flv ,I t Cl fll ()tl. C('d l (' rry, 

Ihe CFI. h.1:> h'-Ie! .Ill hOllr ill .) H;:lwkef H lIllln (oo t (r Orr! Carl ton !) . 

T,dL'~ (I f ;.tOkl"<; Ov<..: r til(' In"h S{·.l, h,1fH'1 ru lls J.lld \ GO-k nol 

,1PPro.l( h c.~ .I re t' !l light{' lli llg tl lc d(\y~ \·...hCJI Wl.' L H1 !lot fl \,. \Vi ll 

we Iw Ihl." fi rs t c lul) w ith .1 jet K- 1V \rVe hO\Jc been pl csell ted 

w il h .! 11('\\1 l .r~rll ( h P::l(;l ( hu h', !I :-. CD\ J t- Ctl-·\'d lly ~G.1!O LlI S dC'll /gil I!. 
w('11 ill keeping wilh 111(-' "piri l 01 Ihl"' rlLlh . 

Nigel ling 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
\rYE'VI:: h.ld ,1 hus)" l ime' hetween buying ;1 n~w K-11, gliding 
\\'t,t' k .me! till' vv.dd(·r~h.l r(' Slc,lIn Rail) . Till.' ld llcl a gn~l SlitI P" 

with ( Iub 11l(,l11bl'r~ running .... 1,1Xi ~rv i ce 10 the: p.l idi ng dub or 

Ir i.11nigh l~. One Kc nli.sh sl,Jl lholder \~ so il1lpre!)sed thot h 

cI(ln~Ie>cI , he>rr ics .1nd ~pvl'rJ I g.... lloll uf hi" Hnf.:a...., (icier- [0 the 

clull. VV(;"' Ml' lut'liing the winch with th :> c irlerJ ~ (,'ngratuI3tlonS" 

10 Eddie SU~ler Oil h is ~f..'(ond Brollze let4 and to M.ltt \oVtltcrs () n 

hi:, Bronll' B,ldg(·. A :',ld j,Jr(..:w(!1I 10 h \1;i- dub K~7!:< , CLF and 

CAQ. c!C'\·mpd I() 1)(' h<'yono economic U-P,II r. 

Nigel Shepherd 
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http:ill.-W",\v.dC\.1:,'.rm/5sliding.of,!j.uk
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Above: at Kestrel, Andy Lamb 


has soloed 


Above right: at the same club, 


Jim Aggis has /lawn the Asllr 


Right: at Dorset GC, Paul 


Kempton (leN), an ab initio 


ex-airline pilot, was sent sofo 


in July by Gerry Cox (right) 


, \-'uuld like 10 record our gmlciul lhank'J. lu the rescue <;ervicl'~ in 

Scotland who found Qur miss ing omp Enterprise' competitor! 

Sue Heard 

Derby & Lancs (Camphill) 
CONGRAT ULATIONS to I"'ike Arlll.'l tro llg io r fiilh ~l.J cc i '1 the 

Mid l~ll!d Reglonals ,1\ f tush:lnds Bo::;worlh :lnd to lon.Jlhan 

fhnrpe for his JOOkm during J vis i [ 10 Gr.l nsden Lodge. Also to 

~I vel o ms, who wen "010 liv(' wC'eks ,md 4B launches ., ftC'r 

joilllng U.'l, arId 10 ''''r-!er \V illPflnn on ~fl l (J i ng. I\n ('xp(·di tion 10 

Tdlg~l rth resuhC'd in 1015 01 ilying in the C.1S IC'dy winds, hut not 

mu h ofl lheir rIdge), Our ~ oml K- 13 is now i l yin~. \·\le s~\ id 

goodbye rec:eEl Uy Iu ir.md41 .imd RJ.)" w h(l h.wc gone Ilack 10 

South \'V,.ti ('s. 

Dave Salmon 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
OJ\IY one dd)' wa., "tdsk,lilk'" duri ng Ollr lu ly w(;'pk. Rob l.i nec 

di d his third JOOkm in ;1 l ime 01 Jhrs 4lJm; ns. Guy J.l rvi(' ,l lso did 

d -WOkn) h<HIgc.: l1 igh!' pending T.ll ifiGl l ion . Carol '\'1d r~hLd l IJndl.:' d 

Ol" J t -, iverton in Devon. Ah- initio M.uk Enii(-'I d did the Novin' 

Iri(lngl(' with inSlrtJCIQ( G'ny Cox. Th<lnks to D,)v(' Pi 'rey lor 

1c15k-(,(,lI ing. (jerry Cox sent .11.1 initio l'x ·aidilw pi lol Paul 

Kl'mplon so lo in Julr. 'v\le have 5001(' ( ~n()d puhlici ty (It Monkl'), 

World. Apparently the Monkc)'s po int up at the gliders. Th.l nks to 

thm-(: w ho h 'l'[l til(' duh ru nning. 

Colin \-Vcyman 

Dukeries (Darlton) 
DUKt-KII:S CC is 11(1\\ e....I,lbli ':ih 'd in its ncw home w ilh I)•.lrl ton 


peoving to bt' ,} Are~1 t sih' with somc excejJent fl yi ng. As oi Augu~t 


w(-' wI'n ' !.till ri gging from lra il ('r~ d ~ til(' h.lngiH hadn 't been lOCn


pleted an(ll h~ c..onl r.t lor lor ground worb h,ldl1 't lopped 0(( thE' 


JCC(:>-'jS road . \'Ve sh•."l rc the site w ith ,'Jt' \\,<1rk &. NOllS CC \-\If'Me 


really (~ njoyi ng Ilw ir company ,:md Ih,lnk them for th< 'lr supp~ r!. 


\~I(' Me sending.l r mnhipC'd ileet 0 1 li\'{ ' or tt h: di rn,l fllo the tw o


S(!LJ ter Lump .11 j'ockJi ngton ;lnd hLtve our uSlJ .1.1 (rip plJnned Lo 


Por1010.lk i ll ( kloher. 


Mike Terry 


East Sussex (Ring mer) 
AL cll.lngf.:.' hcrp wi th nev" dldirman John \'VerkJ{'U ,md the iil,l d 

looki ng more likl" J gl iding t h~ll1 J Ilu ildi llg site. Expedit ions 10 

OC'nh 'gh .lIldT.J lgdrth Well' Wl ·1I .lll(.'ncit"l't LlI1 d enj oyed. 

(ongral u!.lI io lls to Terry 1J ~lnb and i\;\ikc j\;\ill .u ior tht: ir Diamond 

gUill, Gold d i s. t ~l nn: ,wei Gold \).l(ige ,mel 10 Andy Cole Jnd Juhn 

\.vcddd l for their ilver HdClg('s . We were gr.lIciul to Terry B,lnb 

!or re:\chi ng 2() ,OOOit twic(' in it w(ek ~o W(:' could (elebr;lIc at hi <; 

{~xp('nsl'~ M "i nte-n,l nCl' work t.ontinuC':, und('f th(' guidance o i John 

Johnson .1flcl l-!ol;Hld Ogcl('o, whOrl I we ( ouldn't do without 

John Weddell 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
\"IE \\'00 the EJ5 t ~'rn IrHcrcluh I l:.dgue - th;Hlks go to cllIb~ \Vh !) 

hO')Lcd w('ckt'ne b. Congr:ltu),'l! ioI15 M;lrkus Klinker, Gunter 

5l'~'mu~ (mel Uen King on going ~()I() .1 1ld 10 l'I iLk \'Vhi !l', M. lrtio 

I aWS(l n and D ick Sk in ner lor Si lver di stdflce IIiRhts . Competit ion 

'lucu:>sses.tor Robhie N Ul1n. thi rd in Ih • d ub CldSS NJt ionab; 

October - November 2006 

A Kent Coast Task to mark Chal/ock's 50th anniversary was 

won by founder member Dennis ("Nobby') Clark in July 

John Ci lhC'rt Jnf, thire! ill thl? Laslcrns .1Ilc1 Georgl' Grccn, ~--;v('nt h 

in lilt' Juniors. \VI: hosted (1 nlr·mori.l l inr the USAA r :;r;l h righte.r 

Croup vL"Lt'r.l flS who Ilcw here duri ng \.\I\IVII. Mil)' 'Wl' SJid good

bye to rl'l t.' \<\ 'jlb)" who 10 51 hi.., v,lli,lnt h~ tll (o.' .1 ~p i n5t G II1L eJ. 

Bob Godden 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
\'VELL done 10 Paul Holt, w ho h.1S compldl'd two Bronze I C').~~, 

.mel S.lm hsh ( ~r, <l junior member, w ho h<1s been ~i\'t:.' n the 

ChJnCl' to go 10 ,'Jt.'\V Ze,d.lnd 10 cnhdncc his sk ill ... . Qnf' of our 

ilyi ng weeks cni nc ined wi th the hottt'st d<lY on rpcord. number 

o( good 5u.lring (lights were madc:., con tributing 10 ~ very sue· 

(C's'siul period 01 il y; ng. rhe lasl week c'nned \-,,; th ,1 !>lI lll.'rh b.1f

bequv - huge th.:mks to SuC' M.lrti n (lnd Lin Brenncnd. \<\1(, hav{"' 

flow n an incr eased numher of triJI l essll n~ ,mel must thel n/( all 

those whosC:.' ha rd work h.1 5 (oil irihuf(>d so much. 

Peler Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
LOTS lIr run ()ver th(, p.ls! two cnonlh:-., induding on(' we('kl'nd 

wil h lour tYP6 o i IWI H,eJtcr Oil I lle .. irfield, IflLludi l\A DUll R) . 

(ongr.l\ul.l liolls to O ily Chllbl)()( k on u)C1\·,.:rs ion 10 til }\s tir ,lfld 

to Bob Houghc.n, who h;J lj rn,ln aged hi:, Si lver tiv(- hourt'o The 

E,l t< tcrn Rl!giuna ls 20U() S<lV,' uur I)W Il Don John5h>ne as Cump 

D ifC:.'c\nr. Pl'\C Std fiord Allen i inishcrl ('ishth w ith Ildul M el ('.HI 

,Ind Tim Edmunds W.J S also Ilying My big 'th.mks' Ihis time- goes 

to BC'rn.lrd Hi< ks, who arnlflgcd the reu 'l'll ~ lJcll'ssi ll l (')( I1<'d 10 

H.Jl ton , never failing to i rn prl'~"3 wi th tht' d iort hc' puIS in. 

Graham french 

Four Counties (RAF Wittering) 
TH[ vis-it hy the Ch ilC'JI1 A ir ForcC' W;15 d ~rC',11 SlJ« ;<:SS, helped by 

good \\'('<1lher - m;Ul)' I han k ~ to ,ill invo lved. O ue K-l i h,1!; 

retu rned !rom rt:'~{lJ rhi 5hm(!nt in POI.:lOd, while RJI) tr;web e..,.l<;1ior 

Ihe 5.1 111(' lrp;tlmen!. The .,tudC:llb irom l Ollghboruugh comp(' lc.d 

in thl-' Inter U nivtfrs.ity \t\f(~k, pulling in .1800(J perfo rl11 JIl C. Four 

Cnunlies WilS ~lt the \"'itt('ri ng Open r)-JY, wiltY -' :t grf', lt (Jmounl 

of intcreS l W'JS shown . LlIstl 't massive COnHrt1fUl~ l ICHl S to ow 

chalrn ldn, Andy CrC(~n , who 11.1' b roken the c.!il::.sel I. f1d 5p('~'d 

record, clocking up more lh.lll 12501ph. Vve can'l W.li l t'o r Lh t, 

pli ny when he gets hUIllI.'. 

Pete Davey 

Fulmar (RAF Kinloss) 
\·VI· 11 ...1\'< ' ~,l id goodbye' to mil C rob A( ro RSO - ib ..,w<l nsollg Jnci 

1..h(' only ti mc I h...lvC' known it del iberately go cro.ss- unlry \OV.-\~ 

w hpn Stuart 1\I ;lyl or <lfld I competed ill ( 'Ol11p Enterprise (I t 

i\boyne th i:'> Y(:'·.H. A grC~lI compcti lio ll run plU ~ sion.li lv by ,) 11 

invo]V(,'d. To our gre.ll surprist, \ -Vc wun lhe "Blunt Nil ils" trophy 

d!- 111 (" highc::.t-pIJc ed PO<)fl'SI-pCrlc."Jrm.II II"(I' ~Iid('r (1lhlllk God (or 

h:l ndicJp). O ur (('pl<u ('men! b the shiny Duo D i~cu ~ R I , which 

11d~ al rC'a dy pul in some hours. \ 'V(' ;-Ire looking !orw.1rcl to 

explo iting its no~"-coun t ry pcrio ..l1l<lIlLc...· (·xploring the excellen t 

\ '.';"1\·C ;11 E~I.!>lcrlun th i':) ,Iutumll . 

Billy Fisher 

Kent (Challock) 
AS our '=; Olh ~lIrn C1ler 'ods we can look bdCk on t<:pec t<lcul <lr 

Flying the lIag for gliding at this summer's Waldershnre Steam 

Rally were members from Channel GC (Nigel Shepherd) 

<H1 nivcrsary 'vcn l ~. further to our GJ b Ikl ll , Ihe \\" et'kcnd oj B

fJ lh Ju l ~ fnrmed , n rlLliun-packed l\-\'o JJY':', i nclud ing lhe ilying 

oi Ih~ M ,l )'or of As hfo rd ~l nd ;\-1P O<lmi an Gr« "n, 71 0;; well as ~e.v('r

.1 1 great ~li r(Ja ( t di splClys. A Keel! Coast Task \V,lS rlln, cv(:;'ntu,ill y 

being won by one of ollr ioundel"S, v('teran ~ I idcr pilot I)('nn is 

"Nubhv" CI,uk. Furlher "oIm, ill( ludc" Jot;! Hohh~, on h i~ 1 hlh 

b irt llddY, ,md "ike King. \M---. ;He one oi Ihe r OlJ ndi n~ ~ites lor 

Hrit i"h gl idi ng. For up{kll f'~ \'i ~ i t www.kCtl t-glid;ng-duiJ.cLJ .uk 

Darren Pa.lmN 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
Kt-S1 RE L 15 now estJbl is hed as an KAf-CSA d ub w it h thi ll ).!,!:> mov

ing ior.vdrd. 'Ne gel excellent support from RAr Odih ...Ifn and our 

I1lc mhc:>rsh ip Is growin g. \·Vt' hel\,(, nin(' studenh, rour <lchi{'v ing 

ii rst solo. Bernd flew Ihe loe d pol icem.1n try ing to i ind two 

e:;cJpro bulls! 'liVe h.1\'(' just fi nish<...'<:lthc 1,1St oi our succ.c.....s lul 

wt..'('~a·nd cou rs('~. Sldt ic d isfJl'I~'~ .1t Alckr.. h(l ~ show .IIHJ 

Crookh,l lll viJl .l gC 5hO\\' g<'ner<l ted .1 IOf of In t ere~l .l ~ did ,I grt'.l l 

display,u ":: A F Odih,trn\ f.:l rn i ly day. Our f ir~t \;Vcdne5ch:w imro 

d uc- li on to gli ding 5<lW ut. tiring eight !:o(' rvicemen. Fin,ll ly hi 1 

th.H1ks [0 ,111 who h(>lp keep the cl ub running. 

Brian Garston 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
MORE thd n JOO ;Ivi ..ltors joirk J tu bJ tl k· the C.t\;--\ in Augu~t ,1\ 

L.1 ShJ rll, with memhc'r:, ,md \'i ~ilor~ d(,l1loll<;tr,ILing L.!JIlLt;'rn .thn1.l 

the propnsed tran~pondc r legislation. Th e. CJ\,", proemsed fTl.l l1crl 

would b(' looked into. l ongr;'l(utl1iom Ph il Jon(>~ - h,lVillp, won 

the 1 Rm world ( lldl1lpionship, his J6J km clJ sh in th(' 18m 

;'\jil lj o n~1 1 h<-'rc averaged 144 kph ~ Thanks go 10 Bol> Hic kl.'rs .1<; 

C:oIllJl(·titi on Directo r. Tll<lnks to r\1, l rjoric Hohuy for org,1t1 i~ ing 

Ih(' RAI' Lash.1m 1tJ4 2· 1 q4H Mcmoria l Servl{' I.' <lnd 

CtHll IllCl1lor~ l i() n . fnhancing the iflldg(' 01 gliding here is. under 

way w ith flC:'W " ign:-;, giits ,mel an exci ting socia l c.:..Jl c: nd <u. 

Mary Allen 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
U .\JC()LN SIIII~.r CC now has o.l working il"..,h Inilt: !. whiLh we 

can /..;t'ep ,,('cure and dean . Belufe this we made do with Ihe 

r,llll sh a< kif' old airfield to i l!.:!1 hi -!< whi l h , wh ~ Il I! WQI1c:~..d, W 

,'1II ,J(:;ked I i \, v.J lldtlb. .ungr.tlulations to Ti m Dobson, our btb l 

Kl lu. The Li n C( rr.w ci li ng W ilbmys hdve con tin ued 10 hit 

UII~U "pC.'( ling glid ing dubs Ihi$ yt'af \- ilh dsits to SheningtVfl , 

Nt'edwood roresl, Upwood. N vil rk & Nntb .1O(J Puckl ingtnn. 

l3 ewJn': your u ub ( vu ld be- next. 

Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
\NF .lW saddened 10 I~l rn o i Terry MeGt-'e ':, d <l l h duri ng hi 


French so. ring hnlidJy 111 June. He wlil be gf f' Jt ly missed d~ jJ. 


!11 cm~r, tug pilot and good !rie.nd Our ( o f1d olenu :5 go III his 


w iie M'lggi ,1ml her i.am il y. \f,1IeJ1(, AIJ <' H.romil i(' h • .!!. is rt:'l i ri l't~ 


after f1l C) rt~ Ih.1I1 30 y{::,us in our niiicl'. She \'.-' ill be Ill ll h m issed. 


fht' Junior ,1 ! ion.1ls W,1~ .l wea l sucCes....; W(' th,lnk our spur'L~rs 


WLly:,.i d~ tor J..J I kind ... 411support. t\ gr lJp o( pil fllS r('vi .. ite(i Sa. I 


in Gt'rrllan}" where the\' flew more than I on km cnllecliv Iy, 


wi th {\\O pilot:. completing , I 500k1Tl t.lsk. 


G off Moore. 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 

Protects your aircraft 
- against sun , rain and snow 
- New 2-ply fabric with UV-coating 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fit/remove 

www.jaxida.com 

JAXIDA COVER. Strandmoellevej 144 . DK-4300 Holbaek. Denmark 
Tel. +45 59440725 . Fax + 45 5944 0609 · E-mail info @iaxida.dk 

Above: Sreve Jarvis and Mike Newbound or London new rheir 

Fox aerobarlc ar the Aerobaric Narionais (Power) at Sywell ro 
promore gliding ro our prop-driven brerhren (Ian Gallagher) 

Below. rrom rope 

Well done ro Callum Harkness, who is {JIcrured after going solo 

on his 16rh birthdayar Trenl Valley ac. 
Kevin Moseley being congrarulared by Insrructor Tony Flannery 

at Bum, atter soloing in July. ~This has been a dream of mine to 

lIyall my life, - he says. "and I would like to say all rhe instrucrors 

at Burn have been incredible, patient and understanding  and 

I now look lorward ro progressing on and maybe one day 

passing on those same skills to others. " (Ashley Bullen) 

Malcolm (,'Sherpa 7 Barlow is all smiles alter his lirsr solo at 

Mendip 's Halesland site (Keith Simmons) 
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Club news 
:- Mendip (Halesland) 

1"l/\lCOU\ol ~Shcrp,ll H.u low n1~ln;lscd hi:. fir>! solo al lhuugh we' 

JT(' nul convi nced Ihdl il W~~ Ih.ll cold! Ed Gardener I1l~Jn~lged to 

m ntrol hi~ urges 10 clock up five' hOllrs in the club Sky lJrk. TIl(' 

Kl'~Ir('1 Kids h,IV!' IW{'fl w~ln(kring far ,md wid(' .mel, [luI for J 

/oARer prohlem, I\nd~' VVhilem.ln would h ~w[> c:I<1irned hi s lirs! 

lOOkrn. I-li ~ di ~dPp()i ntnlcJ11 wa) Icn1pcfcci by finding d Ihcrlll,d 

;md l hrn hing ;l\V,lY (rom the r'id e! where club rll ,l te Bob ,\1l'rrit 

landed Ollt. \<\Ie h.1V(' t,) kCil Ollr firs t !' tqJ ~ into the 2 1 Sf cenl l lfV 

with th(' pur<:h;, ,,(· 01 eln A~lir (S, our ii rs! glil":;"; si nglc-'("lWr. 

Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
I H ~ hig ncw.;: je;: thai ail(!f last ~I ar's ~uc siul Competit ion 

[nlerpri~e the lnlerciub Lea IUQ tin.11 was held .11 Ihe Mynd. 

lJnfOr1ur'j)tdy thai w<JS w it houl the. part ici palion o j thl' hom£' 

t~c.llJl . Two new glider:, hclVe hy IlOW bedde r III 1I~lvt.os. In the 

h<lngJr. n1 M)'nd ha~ .1 nC'w in'itru lor. COllRr.l fUfa tions to Mike 

"Villon on h BI fOilinH- \OVd l don(' II tv1,uJlln on her solu \md 

,111l hnsc mernbeJ5 .lwOJY competing Ihls S-Lllnmer, C!Spec:liJlly 

I!Hlnyhuy iOl his Ihird in the Junifll NJliuIl JJ.5 . Th~lIlks 10 .111 who 

( ornpClf1'f ,11" 0 h Ilpcorl nUt muur task \\,l~k In AugLI :'l. 

OaYid 0'Arcy 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
IASK week ended w ilh <l mixed haA. of w e:lther. vVe mi'n\l~ed 

10 I 9km jar the first Sund.Jv ;J nd everyone \V<l5 in hi gh sp iri ts for 

iii good wt!ek, Monday finished wet, l uesd;lY In Thur..day W ,l!> \vel 

Or \'et'V willcly, rriday looked good bLII over st, Sdturday 5a\v a. 

)Okm Sil ver I€g, 150km Iri~ngl(\ tt,.VO JOUkm Jnd urn? 500km 

dl 'ci llWd. gi'l n undilJo chnn . Ilnd a 1000fI I of 202Qkm W ' f 

ilown during the week. ::,tevc Jj)rv is and Paul Ridgill gol Ihuir 

100km diploi'h.1 pMt ones ,mel Rid'.m.l Ildydt:'fl Silvl.!r durd tion. 

Dave Mansfield 

Newark & Notts (Darlton) 
O'! hme 11 flying c ed)(.. ..d ;)1uur old ~ite \",ith J i ill ,l l h -'<It·,up by 

the c rl ,md chJ irlllJIl in th K-lJ. I h~lIl ks 10 JII oi Ih ' IXI~I ,md 

jl l~~ nt nr(lmbers \,.,.hu n,'lw\wd ukl .1 qUdinl.mt. ~lt thf' I '.I \'I I) b, 

p;trty. \'\ '" JT(, now Il yin!:; al the now Du ken es- ) ilc.. The c lidJ nHic 

Is on ~ i le ~md Iht!- ::-.leelwork luI' 111 new hanWl I is up, Thallk yuu 

1(1 Duk~des fur Ju:omn10d.ltjog LI S in our rimE of 11{,(,n. Comfn~ 

(:\'c·nt.... Include Ih • \ ood ;)nn G lilSS comp;:Olu ion " t Kirlon ;Innthe. 

Jlln Ll<l1 pilgrimage 10 the \WO--SCo1 lc r competition at Puc.klington . 

Noel Kerr 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
((1N RA'I \11 NS 10 P.llI l \t\/ilk insun on goin1) 010, live 

P('ter}on on fIve huur.;; ;)nd Tom Smith (Of 5eCQnc! in the Jun iof 

'\J<llionals. Due fjJ t;re..u df()rt~ Ih -' n('Y,- ,how r h lock is in 

Ilp~r<l tion. W~ hQ).ted ;, ~u ·"" ful I Istern Kq~ioncil Cnrnpclilinn, 

won by ~ttlf n.lker of ..... mhridgc. 1h,mks 10 I"et l{y l.1nd lor his 

,Inl ll!>i n g momil1g briefing!' on how 10 uk Ihe ::, l lIJwt.'-' ~ . During 

Ju ly we h" d ~1 vb it 10 the: airfield hy American \' 'tCl.1I1S of ·wv " 
;Hld their .1milics, tv1any took lho opportluli ty 10 ny Jg,:lIn lrom 

thpj !, wartime ba<;;e. \Npll dune' to Crah.Jm Asln \"u rth io r h is work 

(In Spmt Rei let 

Mark Wright 

North Wales (Llantysilio) 
IH[ thinss wO: do in (Jrder 10 tly - we turn inlo .sheepdQ~ jn{/ 

pen up the ji\(esto(:k E.l rl ier th i" YCJr ,I I,Hrnh.lI1d dumpC!ll ,J 

Ir,l i iL'f 01 rolting "m.lnge!-Wtlue!<;,'· in lilt' miudle oj (1m tanding 

strip, illl to be liitl'd hy hi1nd h<'lorc: Ily ing. rhc blest h;ll.1rd \,\,.15 


to he lell .1 slrip (1 SkylMk\ \\' i ng~Pdn widt, Ill'twt.'t'n <:- ildgc kIJ c~. 


Unless w(' h.1Ci the comhined ~kills oi Dougla~ Bader .mc! Un.1n 


Truhsll.1W. we hd ci tu suspend OfJehltjon~ until they wt're shilkd. 


Our displJ)' at the A irhu .. 1.1I11i ly d.IY hroughl 11.... ;;;-onw Iri.d li ight, 


.lnd ,1 lew memhcr:,hip'_ 


Brian Williams 


Northumbria (Cur rock Hill) 
WI- 11;1\'e wel( (lnwci ,h('> first gr()lIp~ 1)( rlj s:ldvdlll.lged youngSters 

10 II~' w ith us under our new \'Vi ng" Trust - '<.:! up bv ,) 'I i/.edble 

C!lll ld!ion from I J~I)t rh"lirlllJIl R. o), 130ulJ.fleld . )-\ do <::<.: n mf'rnb('r~ 

oj ,.1 youth ceolre in Bvk('r - incl uding 'SCnw who h;)d never ber'n 

IHlt of N \'\'1.1",1(' - Wt~rc Ilw I1 r':' t, lull()wl'd by 12 from 

C.ltC'shc·Jd, Sf! busy GJ ring lor ~ i ck and disahled reiJtlvD Ih,lI 

October - November 2006 

Ih...y usually m iss oul on ~I.I Lh nppOfluniti . \ ,\1(, would like tu 

IlvlkC' Ih iS' a fcgul;,r Ihing and perhap' other ('x·memher may 

come iorward tu make dU lldlj() n~. Cungratll l tlti()n~ 10 Slcph 131.1/11 

nn gning sulo beforc' Iw.xlinH In univ(' l sity. 

Richard Harri S' 

Oxford (Weston on the Green) 
CU NGR,.\TUI Ar lONS P,1lI 1Smith ;Jnd J('an rrt' ~Jch r !ll flo "i itvI' r 

h ·Hhc.s, ;:md to K<'vi n No 'I, who re-so loed . Dai~y our T-21 lOOk., 

Invc:ly (l1'U'f J complete repaint. Th,lnks to all who helped, \'VL' 

h.:Nt" th ree new 81) - Si mon ( .dIvert Paul \Vil ford .mel P"lUl 

Morrisd,lnct'.. "Vei l dUlle. Congrotulat Jons ~ll,o to Dewe' IkI Y, who 

111..:\\' hi .. fir~l I OOkm "t 1() \km/h. or; . ."Clred mort' ~lI{~n-'~ ... 

winning Ihrough to the le I. iin,ll. b ring on the competition. 

Th<lI1ks go to Nei l TUrrlE:!r ior kE.-cping the ~roll nd equipment on 

... "mg ,md .111Ih(' rrid.1Y night ilyi ng crPV,'1 \,Vt-> .111 owe YOLI. 

Simon Walker 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
MTI:R .1 h~lidnt st,lfl Ihe the.rnhl l II I ~tt!r clround Ih~ rluIJhouS{' is 

being J.(k!~ to f.>.i('h w(,('k(,l1ri. K('lun i r'l~ 10 f<.1l1l esdefl after hf'r 

flighls in the tw()-seJ t(' rs ,1' the lunior .1tiol1"l5. D.1\vn 

Goldsmith hilS gOI her Silver hei~h1 dJi fl d tJne<-tluur i llgllt itll llel 

U()~-cuuntr)' l'.nc.iocseomcn l. j.lm Inch I' Jt., h,Jd .) two-hour Ilit{h1 

::I lld i.Jd Vid 5,' l v,,~ htl gOI h i, fivt· h()lII~ . lJ;tul R()Chr- 111.1f111gf'd 

hlS'S it v r liclgnt li nd J IWO hOlIl ' l1ight I<;:lr h i:' cross -counfry 

endQrsement. The laullchl)uinl veh icle::-. h,1\"{.' b L"C ll upgr,ldl'.d 10 ,) 

Lnach. nlllllr I11l,n'k, III leVI ' V\/right f(J r .111 hi s h,lrd work. 

Helen Page 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
SUI'V\MER brought J. ~ tl'ad)' .stream 01 visitors. The end oi luly SJ'" 

tIlt' RAr .u rive wit h Ilwi r six-drum win(h• .1 1l('f"1 o f 'lix Grull I(n 

Vikings 'lIIo lh( , iir:,1 II.lleh oi (',]gcr ATC c.ldcl':'. {\ch iC'v('mC'nI5 

sinu' 1.1!'t issuc includ(': Mags Doig, Hrr<ln Colt horpc and Ri h.ud 

LUl;'~ - Aembalic.:s Slclrld.1rd, Fv<ln Po lC' - Gold dj ~ I .1 11(·(, (1 110 

Diamond gO<ll, 1\1('< SI('v('n ... on - Sitvt'r lu:ighl ,lilt! dtll.ltion. John 

\ 'ViI!i;lIl1 .. Ilcw ,1 very 1~1S t Wflkm coveri ng JOJ,kkl11 in I hr ')4m 

~ (l s.. P{-' Ilfl ing ,}II uffieid! (111'( king, thi ... 1(Jll b like.1 n~\\' open 

ddSS recQrd .-l.I 1j8. flk ln/h phe prevIous record W;l,S 12. 1.:; kmj h). 

Ian Easson 

Shenington (Shenington) 
\-\I[ hJve been l'x lenci il1g ou r ra nsC' · CFt M.lfk ) t.ev 'n::; III Ihe 

'~lIrlh£'rn .... c";rilhrlnl P;:lI,I l ilntl SIGH' Codd 1-' \ <il .11 [3jc" Lcr, Geoff 

Jones In hiS rl rst Held l:lndinF;, and L.C5 H . .l l rher in .i !lChool playing 

iieltl, where he gdvC .Ill impromplu Ic.c.turc. 10 Ihe Cruwd! Ph il 

Zel.u ow"ki n1.'ln.,~('{l Silver height <mn db-tan CJ iv mith h<J~ 

::-.oloe<l. ndrew ali'Sblu)' t()llk d 1 ,l}OOft lOw in hi Dart <lon 
plankpd il ,1 1 Ih(' honom of the h ili, rescued hy 1\1.1 n Newm.m 

,Ind iri t!nds fror.,l Bowl.Jll d F()fl-'SI. Bri,1Il I lu(k('r, wit h Sl 've udd 

..11 Biccst(!r, c;lrnl'tl his cruss -country cndnr~(,ll1cnt wilh .1 HUkill. 

Mary Meagher 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
VVE \vcre aJI stldd _ned hy Ihe dC~llh oj rr<l nk I IUlllphre),s, ,1 !llCI1l~ 

bel wilh <111 inu edible r,mgt' of intc.resh ; " n'](' rnhcr oi 11lE' lwin 

Aslir syndi r: atc, ;1 1110d I (mginccl'. ,1 loco rimier ,lnci J memher 01 

Ih George rormh~' Soc. iL'ty. Our 111ur"ddY tJi te rl1 00ll cHI d eVl'n ing 

pmgr.:amme was IXK)~l ed In Jul y wilh d nl l'..ll .11ld flights (or 

la rlner 1ll<.!l1lbers. Ii WJS very Rro tdYl!l~ Ih,)1 the ' ,lIl1i l), 0 1' Ih(" lale 

r. jl;,rl('s v\lehh IUrllfc'd (lut in loreC' . John ( atmur h.1S j oi l1(~d tl1(' 

veg<1 "S)'ndiGltl' and, dllc.:.r.1 I('\\' ye;)r~ w ith the l\vill A~tir, i... 

cnlcyi llg some s(Jlo flying. 

Keith Field 

Southdown (Parham) 
\I\f( .1fl' pl<.'ased to feporl our mcmhprsillp h,l' i IlUP~l"(..o - tin<' 

weJ lher [m d ret ru il ing oificef Juli.lIl l-\ilriJC()(.k h"vt ' tn.1('le ., 

diffen.'nl.e, A new DC- I noo I ' yndi< <lll'. h<ls been lormed, HIving 

Olll(' o f till' junior nl(-'mhl'r" thl' opportunity lo lly ill the I Am 

\!J.l inn,l ls .1S second pilot. During the he,)\\\.lve. r\lf'X MCCI.H~Hl 

~(') I(l(:d and Colin \<V intcrilu l11 fl ew Il b Silvcr distil nee. lJuring <l 

t:luh visit to I-Iu"h;lnd, Hoswnr! h. Ciiw Brute· .1chiev('r.I Si lvl'r 

h('ight dnd d iSldll{ I' . In the St.lnd,wl C.l a5':o Nill io(l<l ls, the { tub 

w;15 represented by lu l i,Hl I lil chcock. (ml ' Lmvric ;l llrt 1",1111 

I riH Ill:', the taU ' (Ilm ing ;n ,I I Cl flIf1H'nd;,hl(' 1I:'l1lh. 

Peter J Holloway 

South Wales (Usk) 
CONGRATU I \TI()N5 Roh H ines on .llhi('vi ng hi!> fir.,-t j()()krn in 

the Asti r duril1g till" Jllllior N':lf iOI1<l ls. ,\o\a ureen ~md Rod vVt."uver 

hJ\'c ompi tl'd the cross-country in,lructor, uurse. J nu \Yell 

done to Simoll LlWb dnd ;v\,lrk 'nIUm.)::!, whu h.JVC CT)l1lpld .cd 

Ihelf 13 1Hl tiilgS. Our Rockpolisllf'rs weekend w('nt well - big 

Ih,ll1 k ~ lu Gc"Orgc RoberlSI.,)l1. Task "Vec.k \\~as k:ss of d '.V~15 hullt 

th.ll n u ~ ual - we gOl 0111(' ny inB in, but not en(}lJ~h to produLe 

:1n oveJ.! 1I wlnncr. Our cross<oulllf)' week W'as Sli cess;lIl wil h 

I i)(: rnJipril y of the LOU r<:~ ll1erTl~ l".:per iffi c; il1f, n 'l S -country 

nighb h\ hOlh th· G nJ!') iJ nd .. ;ngh:-se.llef!., 

Jan Phillips 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
OUR 40s han Jr d"ncc in June was gre,' l many members 

drC's,s('d in t-os tumr io r tl'1(' 0 . ·iUlon. Ddn<.: ing W~ to th~ 

It'in''$tc r Big Band and indudcd le:.som on the Ih~n -(; U lf (lflt 

d.mce~. \,V(-:': welt_orne RiL Pfestwich, D.lnipll .1 Winton, A ndrew 

Mullin, 1':1I11t':; C:hilpmJI1 and I{()b~rl Brown 10 the duh .Hld ...Irl' 
very pIC.1SI.:d to w('komc hZlck ,'1ik" VVchb, VV.lrren John!'!ofl 

soluec/ <lOd r~1U1 Thomson re~c.hed Si lver heigh!. JuS! IJc(ore the 

(,Ilel of Ju ly, Ccofi "II ttull l11.Jdl.' Silv -'-, hpIgh1 and nv(' hour - w('11 

done \'\f~ Wl' Il' nY lng on ;t )evl"n-n;:iY !lacSl lm lil mid l\u ~l1 ).\' . 

!h ;rn~ to <111 irblructors and Don, our midweek IURSie. 

Colin Ratcliffe 

Stratford-on-Avon (Snitterfield) 
1\'VI ~.r, y p~ght pi l ot~ -Jtl'W nu less Ihall 2.2DOkfl1 •.lUd d tl( ked up 

11 7 hQurs dU fln g (jtl r CfO:!i5-COun try dB'eloplllenl wt'C~ in lury 

CoJching WJ' COu l1b), 0 1 1\-1.JrI}' 1l D~1vi esl B,HfV Kprhy, Phil and 

Oiaf'l;) King, Phil Pic.kett rlnd IJ('\e Straiten , lI<;, ing 11K' RG/\', m:w 

Duo 01 cus X. In week rcsuh;d ", .s ix 1 ()Okm <hpIOrll t1!J., one 

Silver. one Silver c'lurtltiol1 .1Ild One I\vo-huur fl ight for rhe nos\; 

ccHlol r), endorsement. (·ongr.llul.llilll1' to ( ·hark·, Sfc'.Jrmnll nn 

Silver cl istilncC' and to M~lft i n I'dlmcr lor Silvt'r duralion and 

h(' ighr. Previously, Crah.lm l\ll ~lCm il bn comp!e.f(,d Silver ',lher J 

1)r(.'~lk of ::-.(1)1l' HJ )'< '. lr~ ,in< (' ~I.lrliflg gliding. 

Harry Williams 

Surrey Hills/South London (Kenley) 
IT l.s \-"ilh IllULh I~rct IIl. It 1 dl1nOUIlCf: the fC!lign<llion 01 Ollr dub 

rn.J lUgc, ,HlU UJlI~Q instru c.Jur', ,'Aick I luHh('". (lV('f Ih(' p.1<;,1 yc:u, 

l\-''1i( k d tl d his wii,' r\l lllilli' 11 :1""4-' pOI 'IH) rnl(lU) ,1I1'I(HII1I <; oi t:'ticlrl 

inlo run ning lnc dub ,-I lld nude s()ma Serioufio rm pro\'('I1'1<..'f1t:i . 

1"'iLk ItdS ~d .so bet:n () IIHJ~ 1 excel lelll illstruLtor. 'Iht' Y arC J Rrt~dt 

LOtJple to be .\rol.,lI,d and w (,: h3:\iu n ju ~' l'rl lh ir rompan,! 

il1l l11Cnsci),. \Me 71 11 wi~h Ihelll t)(Jth Ihe very 1,('51 1m Ihe lul url;, 

rh i~ now I aves us th dii'iicul t t~l:;k or rcpl.xing them. 

Marc Corrance 

The Soaring Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
CON<.; R ..\TUlATIONS Elli(' Armstrong, Trm fr(-'.ld;l\\,il),. SIl'pl1('n 

Hipkins ~l/ld SC<'111 Bou~l r.11 UII Silver bdUgC'::,. t\ 1i Bridgc.:s on Silver 

disl :H1U' and Iwight, .1no I..,h:plwn P()7pr~ k i" on Silver di~f.lnc(' . 

\Vell dOIl(, to ev('ryorH' who has COl11pctt'rl in Lompeti tinns Ih is 

';lJmmcr, r.1rlicul.lfly Cary Stingemorc. Paul Cra1Jh, ;\dri • .In 

Hallon, P~lU l ShdtOIl, RU !:o'!lell CIlCl-'I!l,lIn, lohll \·Villon owL! NUI.:-, 

I-ox. Koy Sprl'c,kli..;~' i... our new cluh Illdrl ;-lgCI .in<1 " niHn G illl1()Il' 

til(' Ilf'W cl llh ((llllllliltt'l' s( ·(r('tt.lrv. I\~tt'l Davies b n(.)w ,1n 

r-\'si~t.HlI el l. 11lS'lrucJm Til(' Duu O i SCl1~ hi')) bec.n w ell utrll~'(i 

hy IlIll l/ lf pilob g •.11III I1g IWU·st':dt CfOSS--CUlI ! llry e"J-It:'.rlrul l..€'. 

Siobh,n Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
\,VELCOME tu tL'\-'e \·Vilk iIlSOI1, our II(.~\V Cr!. " b ig lilJnk·you 10 

P.ll1l Holland, who h,-h stepped down ttltt!( si YCM' land III Jdn.:... 

I lolI.10d our :','V ,corrt:!'pondcnl. ()ur I yneem;1 wln{"h \~bl(~ 

continue 10 be successful , .)nd P 'r B IIham h~" introduccd 

C()lllpulcriscd logging, wh ich i jJrnvillg d triumph. r.J tli l! 

conl irlUt' 10 improve .1nd V,e now providr hot mea's III the lub 

h(JlI:-.l-'. n ot our IIJll~''St-~rvinb OlC'lllher...., " Di »ie-'" Dean, hLI' 

fil1;llly !>tnpp('(1 gliding ,ifter ~ ye.1P\, most of Ih ' e .lS.: lu ll t.:I t 

IllstruLl(Jr, A b'R Ih<lnk,yoli 10 " I) i>;i (''' for ~Jl l h.ll time ,mel efio l'L 

Ian Johnson 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
OUR !i r~ t ~;;; p L:.(liti()n tp )..1 (' .1 ill 5P<l il1 h,b · UJCll It} fJob... <Jlld ,1 

we.ll t imp hiH.I by ;lll m~H'y til Jnk:,: If'! Drgi1ll i 't" li rnm} 
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Obituaries Club news 
William John ('Jack') Hammond 
- Essex, London, The Soaring Centre 
JACK h.ld h.HI " lung ,ll1d inler(>~ling gi lding Cdr""r in his 
<J[, vears. Join ing IhL' Ihen F"cx GC in 11)28, Iw quickly 

wenl s"lo - "S hl' "lid, hi, firsl fl ighl w"s his l irsl ",10 
- on JI1 op('n PrimtHY, ga ining ;\ and B cerflii c.ltc 
( o. :l 02l. III I ')J6 he joined Lnlldoll CC "I I )unsl.lblc, 
wherc 11(' did his Silver duralion on Ihe' ridge in a Grullau 

13<1")'. II w", anolher 12 ye,lr' IIelurc he cou ld ( Ompll'l" 
his Silver i l'-'o. 213) .11 H.1.$lings. !\i Ihe oUlbreak of World 
VVdf Two he \'nlllnl<'~l'rc'd for (linT!;' W hut W,I~ r<'jeLled .):; 

too old Sf) juinL'd the '·ire Servlu::?, serv ing Ihroughout the 
london 131itL. In 1 ')4'1 11(' JOIned Ihe I\ir Training Corps "s 
J civi li.Jn instructor Oil T·2 '[ <; and T- } 1 " r('tiring irom the' 

Arc ~ Il (,(, dflef l1lore th ..m 30 YC ':1rS ' service, which 
broughl him II", """wi of Ihe IlEM. In I 'j/jq. now BO. he 
join d u~ ~ t 1-lusb,lI ltb H(J~w(J r [ h (;.l!ld ,JI\ 'f I1lrlSlcring the 
.1l ' f Ot UW, r ' .. soloed, flying thf' Junior, PUCh,lC Z and 
BOCl,)n. By IIw I' nd uf h is flying Lucer. /"Lk " .Id dI11,,,gpd 
,J 101.11 ,,[ 'l 'lllhrs ,1I1d 7 .100 1;lul1,;h"s. much of it ill lhe 
T·2 1. The l.. sl linl<' I fI ,\." ",i lh /J.ck WJS "boul 101lr v ,rrs 
,1 '0, when h" ;', Ked if I wou ld ;1<1 ;1, his ' ''let\, pilol ,I ' he 
~dirf hi ~ ('Yl-'5 \V('rl' n()l ,l~ goud ~l~ thev were. Th('rc..' WitS 

li ttl e (or me to do in Ihc rC~H SC'.1t. I n~v f S,1W him (Igain 

bul .IS h" left. I n'l1 "rrked 10 dllOll1l'r pilot: " lh" l Ill,," 

i lli ends If) l ivu ior l'vc'r" . Tlunb, J<l ck. for showing us Ihal 
li f(' is ior liv ing J ild dg~ i~ no kif to l ivill J it to th c-! lult. 
Ron Davidson 

'Chas' Morgan - Norfolk 
\ 'V[ were ,111 ,llOcked ,Ind liPcVlv s"ddCllted In IC";] rJI of 
111(' ,uddc'll dt\llh of ('h,15 Morgan I I 'JJ.l 2(06). lie was 
liked ,md respPCled hy "II ",lllJ kn t'w h,,". ch~ s Wd, , Ill 

;.oxtre.nlf.'ly priv.lt(! .lnd modes I pc.r5()n - some 01 hi ' 

,J('h i('vcnwll h Wl're l1ew~ eVl:n to hi, 101llil)' - bUI he h.1d 
much 10 be proud of. ,\"i .. tion was his l ivel ihoud: , long 
',l(l''{' r in IIw I<AI. 11ll'l1 .III .. irl i lll' I'ilol wilh I 11III1 iler 

Ai rwa\,; ,.lnd Air }\ngli.l . where he became hi I pilol. Iii , 
love ;)Ifair wilh r\lid ing ilpg,1I1 1V1111 Iht' I<AFCSA ,1nd hi, 
fir.;,1>; ol() \V.1S nn I\ugu~ t 11 , 19:>4. Most of hi~ glid ing W;l;'; 

.I S i n~trut"tn r .Ind Iw Wd S CFI of numerous cluh s, Lit home 
,In<.l ahroad, On :\Iovclllh('r :1, I 9('1, in Gl'fHldIlY, h(' took 

" K-7 10 20.IOOft. Ill!.lI f1l Ihe Krili,h "I"olul ' ,lit ilud,' 
.lnd ga in ot hci~hl (1 b.4bOfll rc(ords. In 19U4 he g,lin"d 
hi , Cold. In Iline t ')(i ~ he ,ll'rolowrcl ,I Gull from 

F<: II\\'c·II 10 Soulh (C'fIll'Y for Ihe World Cliding 
C h,lJllpi(Jll~hjp~ , Ill' g;Wl' il ckmonslrdl ion ill thl-" Gu! 1 
hefort, the int{'(Jl;Hion.l l ;lUdit'IK(, ,1nd spent the rest of 
the tjm~' giV ing joy rr(k' .. in .1 !i!d llik to (:Olllpelition 

h 'Ip<:rs. In I\Ugll.st of Ihe yCJr he won Ihe I<oyill l\ir loree 
in(li\'idu"I gilding I h.rrlll'ioil,hil'. Ilvl 971. Iw h,le1 i lOlvn 
hi glid .. r type.:, Jnd h:lI:i flown Irom ·14 , ile> . Thi> h"nd· 
r.;OJ11C , ch ~Hi s rn"liL ChJrt.l <...ler d!\,\·'.1y t; h;,d .! tn-ink le in his 
eye, .1Ilt! Ll rare: "t'I1"' c.: of hUlllour. During h iS" t1111(' w ith thl' 

RA F ( .1 Ildvig<l lion in :-;. I rll <.:tnr h "It'l an eXefi isc Ih a l 

resulled in an I<A I 'h~ntom I ('~ving a n'ld» ive v, lpour 
Ir.l i l ov('r' Soulhern ~nsldnd in Ih .. sh~pi' uf pari of Ihe 
rn •.lIl' In.ll()m~(. Th(' (ilithori l ics oc 'ver rHscovcn'd who \VJS 

respo(" ilJle.:. By Ilw lim' h r tired Irulll c iv il Jvial iun. 11(' 
h ~ d ,1m,"'NI alm051 1- .000 hour, , I> Jplaln. Wi! 

CUrl' -'nl on "I le,151 20 Ivpes ;Ind h¥I vi lied 128 a~ro
ciroll1t's worl dw ide. Ch~s ioincd Norfo lk C - in I ')97 and 
\- c:; SUOl1 dpepl y invo lved with the' club. H .:> w (15 () 

d'pcndable tug pilol ~nel ~,Techlli cill fficcr d vOled 
m~ny hours 10 kCl'pillg til< ' liepl in IUp cuncJiliull. f 

lung-5t.1nding commi tt ee 11 lClll \)cr his wi ::,. fn rn and 
COll1mon <.; c n$(' (~lJuld b(' fplied u n. An extremelv afet v 

cons(~ i()U5 pilot, his icct were' firmly in the pres('nl ilnd 

his i'I ,; II) Ihe ftll tlf('. ( Il", will I", gll' .!lly mi,sed ,nd 
leaves .1 voio in so J1lJI1)1 ,H~a~ 01 our club. O ur sincere 
~vn1pathy go(.'.5 In P;I I dnd thE' j,1fl1i l y. 

Graham Ashworth 

Chris Stringfellow - Lasham 
- III<IS Si ringk llnw ( I ~ IIl·LOOhi \Vd 5 "orn in 51 HelellS. 
I Jll cz" hlrc. /\1 I (,. he ' I,'rled .I S all dpprenlicc al Ihe 
Brit i>h Insu l,Ii,'') C lllie worb i l') Pr" Stot. ,Ind dllencit'd 
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nighl school 10 wor>: lowdrds a degree'. AI Ih" SJ mE' lim!; 
he joined Ihe Tprrilori,lis "nd wilhin a \Veek of Ihe ou l
hre.Jk o f wal' in 193Y WdS in France, wlw fe he cddlrdted 
his 21 Sl birlhday. !\flc'r Dunkirk. fo llowing which he WJS 
menliolll'd ill disp.llclps lor hrJvery. he WJS IJken back 
into the power industry', a reserved occup..llion. Civi!i.ll1 
iiiI' didn'l su il him ,1I1d he volunlp.'r<~d Jnd joined II", 
T,lnk rcgillll'111 - hi, I)Id Ir iends in Ihe .'j lh Soulh LOlles 
hLiving meClr1\'vhlle bee.n senl tu Singapore and Japanese 
POVV Cd lllpS- ,lrl ri Ihen Ihe Army Air Corps. where he 
I '.Iml 10 lIy ~ 111~1I pl"ncs Jilel gliders. Forlunalely he WJS 
nut rCilor for Ihe D - D\l)' l~lIldings dl1d WJS senlto Bunn.!, 

where Ihl'Y riropI'<'d supplic, 10 foret'S in Ihl" jungle and 

p"'pared for "" assau ll on the / apallc~e . He used to 
spp,lk 01 his exploils rivin g 1-I(lrs:1 ,lrl<l Holsl,u r gliders. 
WhclI " sked il l llt'y'd " ee ll ,lblc 10 cl imh in .1 Iherrn.l l. Ill' 
replied Ih Jt il WJS qu il ' possihl " hul Ih troops in Ihe 
b(lck didn'l like it VPfY mULh! ;I.\fll'r severa l ye.l rs of mar
ri<lge, chilcln..:n, .Inc! no ~Pdre money he :-.t,lrted to fly ~1I 

Biggin Hill until .J heart murmur was discuvered. In 
.iI.l()ul 1 (nUl d gl idi ng club Wd~ sl~r l('rI 31 Ihp cnl rfll 

Elec tricity ResE,';}rch Ldl>orilluri('~, whcrL: he W,l~ working, 
and all hough il f,lill'd Ihrough lack of supporl Chris wen I 
on to join LL1~h,.Hl1. A Illcmhf' r of the TUl'sddY Croup lor 
f11cin), ye...l r ... , 11(' w()u !d .Jl1 clld come f...,ir wpathcr or luul. 

U Il~ bluslery and unplCJSa ll1 Uctobl'r <by he was (Jill' 01 
unly two piiOb w ilhou t .11l instructor r(lting who turned 
up, saying Ihal he' d corne to h"ve J fli ghl 011 his birlhday. 
When asked whi ch Olle . he ,Innollilced Ih,1I il W:1S his 
iJ5lh~ Chris ,11"';I),S seemed 10 find gnod tl1('rm.lls .. nd 
u,u.lll y IllJn,lgcd 10 log lilt' long 'Si flighls, which go ' s Iu 
show Ihal eXf!cricnCl~ really docs counl . The DG· I DOO 
qu ickl y 1)('( ("1111(' his fdV()ur i l(' glider and hl' t'll joyed 
11""'1' lengl hy flighls in il. it was whil t:! ilyillg il I hal h ' 
suffered d (,,1.11 hPJrl ,111 :Kk Ull July l B. ~OOb. Forlunalel y 
he , .s fl yi llg w ilh a s~ fpl pi lot. who Idncie.:1 w ilhoul 
mishJP. We shdll "II miss his ( hee'nu l preScn(;e. hIS tales 
01 IiI'" and Ihe progress reports on his ,rllolnWnl. L.lsh, m 
ill gener,II, ,mci Ihp TlIestl,lY group in particular. will 1)(' 
Ihe s,lddcr for IllS ,, " st'nce. 
Geoffrey Miller 

'Pete' Wilby - Essex & Suffolk 
l' ETt ( 1936· 200(,; enjD 'ed " wonderfully v, ricd glid ing 
~ fI(("' f:'r ~p c;lI1ning '1 7 yea rs; stirling w ith the ATe at 

M,lrlleshJm 1-le,1Ih . aged 11. Whil sl in Naliollal Service 
,II RAF Lyneham he W,15 once again ahlp 10 glide ;1I1d 
twc(lIne an in~t rll("tor. O n rt'lu rn 10 'civvy str 'e l ' p<,tc dnd 

.1 fri end fornwd Ihe Suffolk C li ding Group, us ing" vcrI' 
cheap Tutor ~lnd gelting into Ihp dir by using a low C.lr ,1I 

i)l'iJJch Airfie ld. Th,'n follow('d a g<l P of several y",lr, . 
I'('IC' Illdrrieri Sy lvia ,111<1 they had Iwo ch ildrl'n. "oughl 
Ilwir firsl house' wilh :111 the <I11<'nciant prohlems. 
HuwC'ver, Pf't(, 'S love 0 1 glidi ng \\' ,lS not forgutten Jnd he 

relurI",,1 ill 11) 7J wilh Ihe Essex & Su flolk . an ,l ll -acrolow 
cluh ,11 \;\Ih"llic'lti. Pl'l(-' Wd' , 0011 ill Ih e lr,lck of IIw K-2. 
K·7 dod K- I 3, doing m()rt! Ih,\I1 his shiHe of inst ru ct ing. 
I-or IllS solo fl ying he iurmeci ,1 synci i, JIC bas 'ci UII a 
5lVJllu w. 111('11 iI Piral dntl IhL'n dn I\S'vV 19 . Ppl« d id d 

PPI. ,Inci ,u found hims<,fj w llh one 1110r duly. J, luggie. 
In Ihe lale 19705 he "ecal11e n for sPwn )" r'S. In 1990 
Ih ' club had an enlorced Ill0VC'. lu Wnrilli nglord ne r 
(old l esler. flee.l u e 'll planning r,,-slri clions. from bC' ing 
an all -aeralo", club WP h,1(1 noll' Iu willeh la unch. P 1<; 

W<15 of illl lllef15 help wilh his know ledge of w inching 
dnd he S<J'" us s,lid y Ihrough Ihe iniliJllrilnsi lion jJeriod. 
Uf all Ihe gliders Pele had n wn including hi s l, le~1. J 

OG-20l. he was ,I his h,lpp ieSI Ih"fI1ldll ing Ih J T-l I , 
Olli'io.Jr ing Ihl' gl"s, , hip, Jrou nri him Jnd I~ughing oul 
loud. Pele was a wOllderfu l men lor. Ht' imp"rt f<d hi, 
knowledgc' ilnd skill s in a quiel. unassuming m nner. 
nevc'r lou busy In do Ihal lasl inslructional flighl. Hc sent 
many pi lOis solo On Iheir 161h hirlhel,1V and Ihe lasl 
p \rson he sent solo W<I S just ove r no )Ie.:u~ old. Our love 

gocs IQ Pete's w ifc Sylvia. his conslanl crew member, 
Sonia and e li v(' from JII his glid ing friends. \ . 
Colin Smith ~ 

Paul Crabb. winner of (he 2006 Midland Regionals at Hus 80S. 

with son Liam, and competition director Richard Johnson 

'vVcSIO ll d lH I Hd rry Hann,l. luly Wd::' excellent wilh two mort' 

lOOkn l ,rlgh rs. c;o ngllltu l.1 (iOIl'S RICky 1~~t.111 a rId Jimmy \!V~IC) n . 

\;Vc. have aJsn e.,'l: I)(.:riuncLocl ..I n UllU5u"I I~' h i~h lioU lllnW I ui wave. 

wilh Iflght; up II> 12>O()ofr Well .lana 10 Joe-qui WI~I ler on going 
~f) l o. O Uf ~upef ~ub has f[ono for ~ complete I)\'crhaul ;-I nri 

~h()utd be b.cKk for .hristm;J'i. Ou r Rvbill fl ,\ h..ld ,In intern.)1 

fac"'l lfI ~md il is lo()king very ' m .lrl. tl lJn-k .. to ,111 w lu] helpoo, 

Finbarr Cochrane 

Vintage Glider Club 
n li S i~ bt: i n~ \vritlen ( In thc' { ' \if' of our 341h Inl l' rIIJliOIMI R.llly ill 

fr,lnL(', whkh prnrni~ lu nl' ont' o( Ih I;lrs -.;:;t ('ver hd,l.Jnd 
will i l'Klud fm Ihe n l'~ ! li mt..· v;nt ..lgc .. in 17111 fro m p,ll n I he 

,\-\inimo') Be" 1(dl) IlaS had ,1 VCty length\" r ~ IOrtl l io ll. 'oV il h work 

ht/ )ught tn (tui tiun hy Pl.'lf'1 Un<k'rvl.()od A M uch;) It)Q "'''0 Ir. dlpl 

1m\'{' hern found hy Jan SI.l dnwski ;,1OU\lt..,( \lnd laken 10 our 

gruup .11 Gliwi( (. rl'o ld rHII iu! l eslordl;OIl . 

Chris Wills 

Weiland (Lyveden) 
()l :R .lllfll l,d fly ing w t:>fik h. ~ j U ~ ll'nrl('d; "lnd in th <: LlIter h.ll1 

$Iro ng crosswinds lInd (,Ii ll gruund('d the club. Cr(1S~- l Oun( ry 

\ ,l~k~ c.nly ill Ihl;! week \\l'r(' d;",1ppointing Inil SI(->\'I' Bu rgcs5'~ 

dm lli t io fl 'l ,e~ultL'(1 in IjOkm .UltJ Junkrn ( l <lim~ , JLhil'\,II\(i,.b 

m uch ;1S 11101(' ('\:jl('ri('n< ('0 PIIO I~ in the { ond ilions and C'J rn ing 

Olle 01 Ill(' d.l il~' ellll, prl/C'~, Joe Cooper clJ inlS hi .. Sih (,f hf' ighl, 

. 1 ... dOD 1),1\'1' \\lill('\I(', logC'lher w il h hi.; durdlioll. R('n'flt ~(ll()) 

,l (""hieved hy D.we. Gnhl)('u ;md uur 'Ol \(' leMl'd' Bri.lIl OnlJsnn 

,lddl'Cl our ("ddt'! Vikki Asqu ith .11 the hC'ginning 01 Ihc.' w eek . T~w 

\\('Jlher h,IS lU l l improved now \\"(: ,Hl' lhH.k ,II \\· Of~. 

Strzeb 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
\Vt J~DRL'SHH!S b('L .l l1lL' Iw() yl'~\lS old un /u lv I. MdX .:J ml Sue 

Ki r~dH1l'r c..l!11(' h¥ k irom AUSIr,l li .·1 If) Il"l,lfl our :\'\und,\\'-Io -I rid,tV 

npcrJlinll ,)Ild w(' drt:' indehted til thc'1l1 for I/w ir uJntribuliul1s to 

dll ('!\cf'l k'nl SUrlUllC'r. \·\le rc( (,lllly hought ;t r'.lWlll.'C luf!" ~o \Ve: 

(<In no\v Iu\\' .my weight g l itlpf il l <lily \viml co nd itiolls. Bi( (':, I('f 

hmted tll (' 51,md.ud ,'\J.llion,)!.... in JlIl~' which r.1I1 (or .)(.".'{'n 

LompU il l(l 11 d"ys dnd our ~ h\lll Rcgi on~)1s. Our Ih41llks (0 Terry 

M il( Iwll, \'....110 h i 1ll,\IlY ot" 11)( ' f.Kilily upgf,ldl''i II) m.lk !..! our 

\'b il()f '> !TIm e. orninrt,luk: Cungr.ltli l al i()n~ 10 J.Hncs \Vil~(J I1. who 

cQlllpl c.led his ~iI Vf~r while c t"c' \.v lng ;)1 Ihe. Cluh Clas ... compo 

lohn Sialey 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
\-'\11 hrlVt~ heen hl( "':.>ed wi lh ,HI .1!l1.lL.ing ('ight nt'\·" solos ,\Ild 

WI' I11U"t r(J ngr.lt u l ~)te D{\\'L' Binney, I .Il1r( 'r1n' O e5l11ct, O.w e 

Procte r. Itln I-lind. Be n D.I\V~()n , Dick ,\tlicl\vlfll<'r, Dave 

Hi·, '1in l>nllnrn ;lll e.! SJI",lh She.,.ud. who Wt'ot ~() I(J On her I (,Ih 

hi r·thddY. CongrdllLl :Hi(Jn ~ [lluo;;t .l lso go 10 SIeve Ruitc:Ji on 

bccomi n~ Ull f newesl BCI. \V(III <i(Hll' C'vC'r"yhody! Tht..:: l.. lubhu~ 

i" prngn~~5! n~ \ ry well - Iw ~~real (lily nf Il.1inli ng ldmL' .lio ng III 

luly with ;tn outstand ing IUfIloul ,mel j'lw-drnpplllg ;"lmOll nt of 

p rogre5~_ 'IN "ve fi nally t.1k( 'fl ddivl'! V of Ihl' S h. yL~1Un ch wifH"h 

,md O\, Il(~t'I1l,' w.H,hing lillt- <Inc! l)oth ,Jre t"~lfj llg wel l. 

Sam Roddie 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
rI-'Il II)lfd hedt 01 the 5\'V Ar"PJ tnt('r~c ILlh l edgut: wa~ Jt Up, w on 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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livo of Ulster's oldest members: P2 (front) is James McCloud, 

aged early 90s, with illstructor Jeremy Bryson, aged early 70s 

In July with lwo (~\ GQll cn t days. \'Vill h~lp r)(' 1 ,l ncl l3nJCc l llld s(,111 

\\011 both d~I~'S ill the Int<":ffl1(:d i.:!.lc dlld No\' i u~ Li,I SSt.:>S .md Bri.lIl 

P('nlold W,I':. four th ,Ind Ihird in the I\mdit eLl S"" nl(' Iln,ll" d.l"h 

w ith the 11"I1('r Servicc.') Ch,Hllpionshi ps , so \Vyver!1 11.15 with· 

dr,lwll. Congr<llul<ll inns 10 I: rnl11.1 Young Oil IlL'corn ing Ihe liilh 0'

lilt' Q incti Q GradUdlC /\irmLH1sh ip Sdwr1l{' pupib 10 5010, .1Ilei to 

l)llUI Heckel! ,lIld Bry n \,Vil li ill1b Oil rh (lir iir5t solos. fhe filth wf'('k

d.IY Ulur<,(' h..h hc'cn c(Hnpl('\cd cine! rnor( ~ th.1n 1.)() ,l([llY l.<1tiets 

WeH..' i lllrnciul"f·d to gliding. 

Andy Gibson 

York (Rufforth) 
r!!\!,\I IY promising wc;,thpr ",jlh memhe.rs milking lise of it 

Crt Rich.1Td K" lin 111,1naged 50 1krn . J I1(] Tom 51 ki:!r cmllillue~ Iv 

provic!<." inspi ra tion w iTh [Wtl nigh!'. in Ihr('p days 01 I Rfikll1 ,lnd 

I B7km J~ wd l <l~ Ihree height g,lin s. in fiv(' wl't.; ks lol.)lIing more 

Ih/ln n ,OOoit. \ tVI' h:IVt.,' Ilm't':' compl('wd Silver B<Hlges and Iwo 

lonkm dil l ll lll).I.). 1'.111 1 Shulll('\VI>rth ,mel Craig O llc), rTI.JrJdged 

lookm triangles o1flci I'vtllth<'w Moxon rn.lnL'lged hi ~ I (lOOm hpight 

g.lin, polishirlg o tlllH ' Silver Ih<.' next week \.vi th h is ,)Okrn lI igh!. 

\·\'e muq also ,wkl1()wl('dg<' the .lChit'vl'f1lr'I1I'l oj Fd vVatk in"on, 

II \\':.15n'( long 5in('(' hi \VJS h(!illg recognised 1m his i irst so lo, .lIId 

,llre.ldy h(! is.l thi rd of tht, \Vol}' to Silver. LL,, !ly, ~(lngr.Jts to !l(>h.' 

H.lrVl.:V on h i ~ Bronn' Iv1erl,d (0)1(;'11 CI.I:-'~ ) in Ih(' \"'Ilrl d~. 

Andrew BaBy 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
MUCHO LtHlgrJts tu M.l rtirl loyt:l' ,HId R.l lph [v,lnS lor their lirst 

~o l()~ , Rq~ \ ,V,ltson ior l.ump let ing hi" KnHl /( ' ,)fHI Hnrry Clark i{)r 

flying hb fiv<.! hour':), I lall proudly .mnounn .: Ihd( YCC .:1((, the 

wrnn<'p;, nl thc' Yorkshirp ICl 200b (now then. I hed r thee... ) 

- w(·'11 d!lfW !n a ll who (ompl'h:d .H1d good luck JOI Ihe ii rl.ll! 

rh.lnb ).;0 to Andy \'Vr ight .lnd the 1 (,~1111 ior org<lnising 'hi~ Yl'.1r's 

\'orllwrn':>. Onw<ml lo t;lsk wf'C'k <H1d y('~, you've p,uc.5sc<l il, more 

fI~ling. l IS: (Ol1ll' Ily in ou r 'rW1Vl' th i;; ,IUIUIIlIl , you know you w ;lnl 

to Ipromis<.' there .He IIU dr.lgull 53 ... 

Annette Smith 

S&(j '<; Iil.lnb to IJd1h h 'ans It)r editing Club News down {rom 

,11(' Jj ,{)()() wonts. ~Llbmil1(!rll(J the 6,()OO we hId .'ijhlo .·lot; .mel 

allr IhJrl k ... to '-1/1 nmtriiJUtor... / \ /Ihough we sometime.. hilVl' 

/0 I..'dit (I !t 'rn, },our wOfd~ and photos ,Ire rr)(Jch .lfJpn"'l;i(Jleri 

Sarah Sheard after being sent solo on her 16th birthday by Terry 

Win at Wolds GC, Pocklington 

October - November 2006 

Accident/incident summaries by Douglas Every 

AIRCRAFT REGtSTRATtON DATE PILOT(S) 


Rei Type Damage Time Ptace Age tnjury Pl Hours 


045 ASTIA None 16-Apr-06 Incidenl Api None 

The pilol didn'l adequately take inlo accounl a slight crosswind when landing resulling in a 90" ground loop - Ihe lailskid became 

delached. See also Repofl 046 - same pilol and aircral1lhe previous day. 

046 ASTIA None 15-Apr-06 Incident Rpl None 

On only his second llighl in Ihis glider lype, Ihe pilol lorgollo lower the undercarriage when landing on a grass slrip. See also 

Aeporl 045 - same pilol and aircrailihe nexl day. 

047 DISCUS None 17-Apr-06 Ineidenl Api None 

The airbrakes were seen 10 open on a winch launch on Ihis glider two days earlier. When Ihe same thing happened again, Ihe 

glider was inspecled and the airbrake lock was lound 10 be insullicienlly slrong. The glider was immediately grounded and Ihe 

problem has since been rectilied. The area 01 concern is Ihal neilher pilol noliced Ihat Ihe brakes had opened until Ihe lOP ollhe 

launch. 

048 Lelov 4970 Minor 22-Apr-06 Sal1by 59 None 

LF-l07 Lunak 

Aller a series 01 Intermediale Class aerobalic manoeuvres and while lIying siraight and level, at 100 knOls and 81 200011, Ihere 

was a loud bang and Ihe rear Sliding canopy lIew oH, hitting Ihe pilot on the lell side ollhe lace, near Ihe lemple removing his 

glasses. The pilot was unhurt and chose nOllO bale out Allhough concerned Ihallhe canopy may have hillhe lall surtaces Ihe 

pilei delermined Ihallhey appeared inlact. He Ilew cauliously and landed safely. 

050 ASW198 4486 Minor 29-Apr-06 Pockllngton 56 None 905 

15:15 

On aerolow the initial ground run was OK but when Ihe glider look oilihe nose pilched up and Ihe pilot could not lower Ihe nose. 

The pilol released from Ihe lug, Ihe nose lowered and Ihe glider landed a litlle heavily. The pilot checked Ihe elevator and found 

that. despite having carried out positive checks, it was not connected. 

051 Ka 6CA 2312 Minor 29-Mar-06 Worminglord 56 None 

During a winch launch the power failed and the glider stafled 10 overlake Ihe cable. The pilol pulled 011 and allempled 10 land 

slraight ahead wllh no use of airbrake, He was aware ollhe cable and drogue jusl ahead 01 him and landed Ihe glider heavily 

which then came 10 resl wilh Ihe cable wrapped around Ihe POrl wing. 

052 ASKt3 2405 None 29-Mar-06 Wormingtord 64 None 

16:21 None o 
On the pupil's second allempl at lake oH and althe poinl 01 slafling Ihe climb, accelerallon stopped and Ihe parachule and strop 

lIew down the side 01 Ihe glider. Simullaneously Ihe canopy lIew open aboul 12-. The inslruclor look conlrol, closed the canopy 

and landed slraighl ahead. Aller a sale landing the slrop was observed to be wrapped around the outer canopy release and the 

cable across Ihe chesl 01 P2 in the Iront seal. 

053 ASK21 3673 Minor 01-Apr-06 Lasham 25 None 76.5 

14:40 

The pilol had been asked 10 demonslrale a spot landing along Ihe cenlre line 01 Ihe runway. The runway was blocked by Ihe 

launchpoinl bus and anolher glider bul slilllell a 500m landing run .. On approach the speed crepl up 10 70klS but was corrected 

10 60kts. When rounding oullhe pilei ballooned and immedialely closed Ihe airbrakes. The glider subsequenlly gOI inlo pilol 

induced oscillalions thai became divergent Aller a very low lurn 10 aVOid olher aircrall on Ihe ground and more oscillalions Ihe 

glider landed heavily, Slopping 5011 past the olher glider. 

054 DISCUS 4283 Minor 29-Apr-06 Aboyne 59 None 

17:49 

Aller a lale change of mind aboullanding direclion and a cramped circuil , Ihe pilol ended up too high on approach and allempled 

10 lose heighl by S turning. The aircralliosl speed close 10 Ihe ground, Ihe lell wing stalled and louched the ground, resulling In a 

sharp ground lOOp with some millor damage to the aircral1. 

055 PUCHACZ None 14-Apr-06 Incident Apt None 

At the early stages 01 lOW, the tow aircral1 became unslable due either to turbulence or Ihe glider being oul 01 posilion. The tow 

pilol pulled the release and made a clearing turn 10 Ihe right However, Ihe lowrope release mechanism had nollunclioned and 

the glider was Slll1 allached. The glider pilot evenlually succeeded in pulling oH and made a sale landing in a lield. Subsequent 

inspection 01 Ihe tug showed that the release mechanism did not lunction correclly under load. 

056 ASlir CS 4948 Subslanlial 12-Mar-06 Edgehill 56 None 664 

12:51 

Whilst landing on a congested airlield al a high ground speed and as the glider crossed Ihe junction between grass and concrete, 

Ihe undercarriage collapsed and picked up a winch cable. Visible corroded ends 01 broken wheel mounl castings had obviOUSly 

been lailing lor some lime. 

057 14-May-06 Incident Apt 

Two cars enlered Ihe airlield during Ilying operalions, raced around Ihe perimeler Irack and drove across Ihe runways and 

winch cables laid out lor launching. During Ihe altercation which lollowed a club member was injured by one car and the other 

was prevented from leaving. A police investigation is under way. 
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BGA Badges 

No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

Accident/incident summaries (continued) 

FAI 750KM (SINGLE-SEATER) 


58 Kevin Hook From Portmoak 30506 


DIAMOND BADGE 


714 Peter Ryland Norfolk (Lake Keepit) 24.2.06 


Diamond distance 

1-1061 Russell Richards ESGC (Tocumwal) 26.1.06 

1-1062 Anthony Firmin Imperial College 31.506 

1-1063 Peter Ryland Norfolk (Lake Keepit) 24.2.06 

1-1064 Jim White Booker 29.6.06 

Diamond g081 

2-3134 Ralph Bows' ield Cotswold 31.5.06 

2-3135 Evan Pole SGU (Tocumwal) 22.2.06 

2-3136 Robin Birch Cotswold 29.6.06 

GOLD BADGE 

2411 Robin Birch Cotswold 29.6.06 

Gotd distance 

Evan Pole SGU (Tocumwal) 22.2.06 

Chris Sterrilt Lasham 29.6 .06 

Robin Birch Costwold 29.6.06 

S'LVER BADGE 

11647 David Bassett Mendip 31.5.06 

11648 Michael Painton Surrey Hills 30.5.06 

11649 Martin Ling Scottish Gliding Union 4.4.06 

11650 Russell King Surrey Hills 31.5.06 

11651 Stephen Whitaker Southdown 25.5.06 

11652 Michael Dray10n Wolds 25 .5.06 

11 653 Ingram Gavan Surrey Hills 30.5.06 

11654 Luke Dale Lasham 5.4.06 

11655 Norman Frost Soulhdown 25.5.06 

11656 Sleven Pozerskis Soaring Centre 31.5.06 

11657 Robert Jones Darlmoor 31.5.06 

11658 Chris Grebby Kent 5.5.06 

11659 God'rey King Devon & Somerset 31.5.06 

11660 Alan Cridge Black Mountains 10.4.06 

11661 Stephen Foster Bid'ord 8.6.06 

11 662 Simon Lewis South Wales 26.506 

11663 John Inglehart Lasham 7.6 .06 

11664 Dominic Polhill Mendip 10.7.06 

11665 Andrew Spray Bowland Forest 22.6.06 

11666 Nicholas Ghee Bidtord 28.5.06 

11667 Adrian Lake London 23.6.06 

11668 Brian Smilh Lasham 17.6.06 

11669 David Greasley Lasham 23.6.06 

11670 Andrew Mckee Wind rushers 16.6.06 

11 671 Paul Lazenby Cotswold 24.6.06 

t1672 Robin Clery Kent 21 .6.06 

11673 Tim Roberts 8annerdown 31.5.06 

11674 Graham Settle Bowland Forest 20.6.06 

11675 Alan Trott London 11.7.06 

11676 Felix Ho'mann Ox'ord University 23.6.06 

11677 Laurie Gregoire Lasham 29.6.06 

11 678 Henry Stoll Bowland Foresl 23.6.06 

11679 Stephen Hipkins Soaring Centre 1.7 .06 

UK 100km -OIPLOMA 

1004 Leslie Fletcher Bid'ord 14.4.06 

1005 Michael Drayton Wolds 5.5.06 

1006 George Rowden Yorkshire 25.5.06 

1007 Chris Grebby Kent 5.5.06 

1008 Brian Smith Lasham 17.6.06 

1009 Colin Winterburn Soulhdown 23.6.06 

1010 Peler Thompson Cairngorm 10.5.06 

AEROBATIC BADGE 

Std Knwn Paul Holdnall RAF Cosford 6.8.06 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DATE PILOT(S) 


ReI Type Damage Time Place Age Injury Pl Hours 


059 DISCUS 4106 Minor 28-May-06 Gransden Lodge None 

13:40 

Combined winch and aerotows were in operation on RIW 34 and due to the lack of an alternative runway at that time tor landing, 

gliders were landing long on the same runway. A glider at the 'rant 0' the winch queue was kept waiting 'or a winch launch due to 

another pilot who had landed long and pulled his glider to the side 0' the runway then left it while he went to 'etch his retrieval 

gear. The waiting pilot was advised by the duty instructor that it was safe to launch and did so. He over rotated and the weak link 

broke at between 250 and 300 'eet. The pitot carried oul a straight-ahead recovery landing without further mishap. However. the 

winch cable 'ell across the port wing. 'uselage and canopy 0' the parked glider. The glider's owner attempted to clear the cable 

so that he could reach his radio and warn the launchpoint bUI the winch driver began to retrieve the cable. The cable retrieve 

continued despite his clear hand signats 'or It to stop. The gfider sustained some scratching to the geleoat and the canopy. 

060 KA7/13 1664 Minor 31-May-06 Perranporth 65 None 472 

11:25 73 None 

During the very early stages 0' a winch launch the right wing 0' the glider contacted the lop 0' grass seed stalks. The glider 

yawed nght through 90°. PI and P2 pulled the release. with some difficulty due to building side loads. and the glider slid side

ways to a halt 20 to 30 metres 'rom the initial launch point. The only apparent damage to the glider was a denied main wheel. 

061 ASW19 4038 Minor 31-May-06 Olney Hyde 58 None 241 

14:45 farm. Beds 

While attempting a cross-country 'light. the pilot ran out 0' lift and had to land out. By the time he was down to 300 feet he 

realised that the field he had selected had a considerably greater slope than anticipated and that his speed was excessive. 

Full brake over the threshold and the stick well back resulted in a heavy touch down and balloon and it was obvious 10 the pitot 

that an overshoot was inevitable. The heavy finat landing and run-out was stopped by a large hedge hiding strands 0' barbed 

wire. The pilot was uninjured but was Irapped in the glider until the retrieve crew arrived some hour and a half later. The glider 

sustained superficial damage to the canopy and gelcoat. 

062 Kestrel19 1683 Write off 30-May-06 Nr Kintbury 49 None 1000 

15:00 Hungerford 

During a recovery flight Irom Lasham to Membury the pilot 'ound himself in very strong sink and 1800 'eet be'ow the glide slope 

to Membury. The fie'd he chose was 'airly steeply stoping uphill into wind and there were some wires in the way. After a normal 

approach with a little extra speed to allow 'or the slope. the tail 0' the glider touched down and immediately the right wingtip 

caught in the grass . which was longer than expected and wet. This resulted in a rapid ground toop. which consecuently broke the 

'uselage tait boom. 

063 29-May-06 North Hill 


The aircraft was parked with its brakes on and wheels chocked after refuelling. A strong gust of wind rOlaled the aircraft. 


Consequently Ihe covering on the underside 0' the port wing was torn by the Sa'ety Box 'or storing fire eqUipment. 


064 T61 F G-BVKU Substantial 03-Jun-06 The Park 58 None 315 


VENTURE MIG 14:10 None 

After completing a normal landing run. and while the glider was taxiing at walking pace across the upwind end of the field. a vehi

cle approached Irom the port side 0' the aircraft at an oblique angle. The moving vehicle collided with the port wing of the gtider. 

causing damage to the leading edge 0' the wing. 

065 OLYMPtA 2B 2279 Substantiat 03-Jun-06 Challock 54 None 4 

15:50 

The pilol flew a low downwind leg and 'ailed to recognise the need to turn in early. Having 'ailed to turn in early. he flew an 

extended base leg at an unacceptably low height. Instead 0' turning away 'rom the airfield and landing in a field al the bottom 0' 

the ridge. he chose to attempt an approach to the airfield. In doing so he stretched the glide and left himself too slow to manoeuvre 

away Irom the airiield and oommitted himself to an undershoot into trees at the edge 0' the airfield in a 'ully stalled state. 

066 T61F G-BVKK Substantial 04-Jun-06 Sallby 62 None 500 

VENTURE MIG 17:tO 41 None 

The MIG was being used for rope break exercises and completed a success'ul cirCUit and a well-flown approach. The MIG came 

down on undulaling grass which caused it to skip in a series allow hops. The PIC instructed the sludent to close the spoilers 

whilst he opened the throttle in order 10 climb away. During one of the bounces the propeller hit the ground. shattered and subse 

quently broke Ihe canopy. The PIC took control and the aircraft was broughl to a stop. 

067 ASTIR CS JEANS None 31-May-06 Incident Rpt None 

On the first aerotow on the type. the tow rope was allached to the belly hook in error and the tail dolly was stili in place. AI the 

agreed height the release knob was pulled without elfect. AI this stage the glider nose rose lifting the lail 0' the lug aircra't. The 

tug pilot released and the glider pilot subsequently was able to release the rope 'rom the glider. Both aircraft then landed sa'ely. 

068 Ka 6CR 1219 Minor 31-May-06 Rivar Hill 60 None 301 

14:55 

During a very low-level launch 'ailure. the glider did not have sufficient speed to commence the climb. The pilot pulled off but 

the cable chute flew over the port wing. As the glider landed the cable weight pushed the wing down and caused a ground loop. 

The cable subsequently snagged the fin. causing minor damage. The winch driver did not give enough speed 'or the launch. 

He closed the throttle as soon as he saw the launch abandoned. 
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069 ASK 13 2425 Minor 02-Jun-06 Edgehill 50 None 

On landing the glider veered sharply to the left then ran into a sta1ionary glider. Investigation reveated an incorrectly assembled 

rudder cabte conneclion had failed . causing full left rudder. 

070 KA8B None 07-Jun-06 Incident Rpt None 

Ballast was left in Ihe aircraft unsecured by the previous pitot. The relatively inexperienced pilot. who did not require ballast, did 

not realise the signiticance of ilS presence in Ihe cockpit. During flight the ballasl became wedged alongside the stick, inhlbiling 

Its movement. Despite Ihis the pilollanded salely using larger-than-normal rudder movemenls and enhanced approach speed. 

071 Capslan T49B None 28-May-06 Incident Rpl None 

Full 01 check performed lollowing work on the glider and all the controls were checked lor movement in Ihe correct sense except 

Ihe rudder. The aircraft took oft with the rudder cables crossed. The pilol was able 10 make a sale landing. 

072 KA8B 2849 Minor 17-Jun-06 Waldershare 42 None 

18:40 Park 

The pilot closed Ihe airbrakas during Ihe Ilare jusl belore 10uchdown. The glider ballooned and it Ihen either stalled or Ihe pilot 

overcorrected. The nose dropped sharply, conlacting the ground. II then became airborne again and then landed as Ihe airspeed 

decreased. Two support tubes which hold the top 01 the skid in posilion were bent. 

073 Vega T65A 2682 Subslantial 20-Jun-06 Challock 65 None 194 

17:00 

The pitot became low returning to the airfield but he expected good lift Irom the southern ridge. which had been giving good lift all 

day. He misjudged his pOSition and drifted downwind of the ridge into a steep gully. He correctly attempted to land uphill on a very 

steep incline but this also had a side camber Ihat caughl a wing as the glider touched down. II suffered substantiaf damage. 

074 ASW27 4338 Substantial 21-Jun-06 Hartlebury 47 None 9S0 

15:00 

The pilol needed to land Oul and selected a set-aside fietd 10 land in. The approach was very windy and turbulent. The ground 

with vegetalion up 10 3' high was undulating and had a side slope. The wing caughllhe vegelalion on the high side of the slope, 

resulting in a ground loop. Substantial damage was done, including a broken fuselage, lin and tailptane and a damaged wing. 

075 Astir CS 4953 Subslantial 24-Jun-06 Keevil 27 None 11 

20:30 

On his first Ilight at this airfield. the pilot misjudged when 10 round out, possibty due to a lack of experience on large Tarmac 

runways. The glider impacted the runway in a nose-down attitude and Ihe undercarriage collapsed. allowing the tail to hit the 

ground. The glider bounced before hitting the runway a second time and then ground looping. The glider's canopy shattered and 

there was impact damage 10 Ihe fuselage, tailskid mounting and rudder. 

076 ASK21 3639 Minor 15-Jun-06 59 None 2707 

16:00 52 None 20 

Whilst out landing in nil wind condilions into a short (2S0M) lield with a slight downslope and telephone lines under the approach, 

Ihe glider had 10 be deliberately ground looped to avoid running into a hedge. The aircraft suffered some minor damage to a 

winglip and the Skid. 

077 Skylark 4 None 04-Jun-06 Incident Rpt None 


The pilot made three attempts to take oft on aerolow with each launch resulling in the wingtip going down. The aircraft was exam


ined and Ihe wing was found to be incorrectly rigged, resulling in an inability to get full movement of Ihe slarboard aiferon. The 


owner was unaware that this form of mis-rigging could occur, having only rigged this glider four times before. 


078 PIK20B SOSO Minor 2S-Jun-06 Nr Dungiven, 4S None 470 

11 :36 co. Londonderry 


During a cross-counlry lIight the pilol tanded out inlo a large field wilh wires at the lar end. There was a Skts lailwind and the 


wheel ran inlo a hollow at the start of the ground run and Ihe right-hand winglip caught the grass and caused a ground loop. 


Whitst the aircraft was travelling backwards the right-hand lip hit the ground, causing damage to the aileron. 


079 ASW20FP 3834 Minor 17-Jun-06 Nr Bidlord 43 None 2S0 

18:30 


The pilot misjudged his linal glide 10 the airfield and landed in an adjacent lield. During Ihis he forgot 10 lower the wheel. 


080 03-Jun-06 Incidenl Rpt None 

The winch cable was dropped on to a car park when an early solo pital was launching in a crosswind. The winch driver could nol 

be cerlain Ihal Ihe cable could be drawn in quickly enough so chopped Ihe power 10 allow Ihe cable 10 fall freety, minimiSing Ihe 

risks of serious damage or injury. The result was minor scralches 10 a car. 

081 LlBELLE Sid 1661 Substantial 16-Jun-06 SkmSW 43 None 490 

17:20 of NOW 


During a competition field landing Ihe righl wing caughl in flattened crop and the glider ground looped. snapping Ihe fuselage. 


082 AC4C 4812 Subslantiaf 29-Jun-06 O.Sm N S3 None 224 

11:50 01 Bidford 


The pilollanded oul in crop, having mislaken il for sel-aslde, with subslantial damage 10 the aircraft as a consequence. 


October - November 2006 

Bronze & Beyond 
Fourth edition now 

available! 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.comJ5n34z 
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www.soaring-safaris.com 
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Dick Bradley: +'Z183 280 1028 
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Accident/incident summaries (continued) Classifieds 
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DATE PILOT(S) 


Ref Type Oamage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 


083 SZD Junior 5168 Write off 17-May-06 Nr Thornton 45 Minor 12 

12:45 Fife 

During a first field landing exercise the pilot found himself Witll litlle option because of his low height. He rejected his original 

choice of field because of an electrified fence running across it. He deviated to an alternative field and during the final approach 

the aircrah struck power lines. This resulted in a complete loss of speed and the aircrah plunged approximately 80' nose first into 

the field. The pilot escaped with only minor injuries but the aircrah was wriMen oN. 

084 Kestrel 19 Minor 22-Jun-06 Incident Apt None 

The aircrah's owner drove over a wingtip while the glider was at the launchpoint. causing substantial damage. 

085 Astir CS None Q4-Jun-06 Incident Apt None 

The pilot failed to lower the undercarriage for landing on a grass runway. No damage was done to the glider. He will now pay 

special aMention to his pre-tanding checks. 

086 ASK21 2687 Substantial 01-Jul-06 Cross Hayes 51 None 0.3 

16:42 

The glider was on linals with a normal half-brake approach. It started to undershoot and the pilot reduced the brakes. The glider 

entered the round-out phase 01 the landing with minimal brakes extended; it then ballooned and the pilol overcorrected. 

The glider touched down heavily and proceeded into a pilot-induced oscillation, resulting in several contacts with the ground and 

substantial damage to the glider. 

087 Mosquito B 4652 None 07-Jun-06 Wormingford 70 None 

15:57 

The pilot, landing with a light tailwind ahead of a thunderstorm, was faced with a K6 in the centre of the field awaiting retrieval 

and an Astir parked sideways at the rear 01 the launch queue with its tail prOjecting into the landing area . Because of the 

conditions the pilot elected to land between the launch queue and the K6. During the landing the glider struck the Astir a 

glancing blow on the upper surface Of its taitplane, fortunately causing no damage. 

088 ASK13 2405 Minor 17-May-06 Worrningford 64 None 2980 

14:39 None 

P2 was flying tho approach in a 12-knot crosswind. P1 suggested a full airbrake landing to enable landing short 01 the launch

point and a glider adjacent in the centre of the runway. The approach was normal but P2 moved the stick forward instead of back 

for round-out and P1 was unable to react in time to prevent a heavy landing. 

089 DUO DISCUS None 14-May·06 Incident Apt None 


P 1 was observing P2 on an early aerotow. P2 got out of position and then over corrected at the same time as the tug turned. 


A long loop developed so P1 took control and reteased at the same time as the rope became taut. P1 flew the aircrah back and 


executed a normal but low circuit. It was subsequently discovered that the towing equipment in the tug was not correctly fitted . 


A new rope and Tost slug have now been fiMed to the tug. 


090 ASK13 1746 Substantial 29-Jun-06 Long Mynd 58 None 33 

16:45 

The student was briefed to continue cirCUit practice as previously flown that morning and to limit any soaring to 15 minutes as 

the conditions had become more thermic. However. the student Ilew further away from the site and into lee sink northwest of the 

site. He tried to get home and failed, substantially damaging the glider. 

091 Capstan 1131 Substantial 09-Jul-06 Aboyne 59 None 390 

T49B 14:34 None 203 

Aher completion of a field landing. the aircralt ran backwards downhill and hit a fence, causing substantial damage. This airerah 

was not liMed with a wheel brake. 

092 DG300 Club Elan Minor 29-Jun-06 Incident Apt 

The aerotow hook release mechanism link was found to be broken. Had an aerotow been taken it would not have been possible 

to release the rope. 

028 Falke SF25B Substantial 04-Mar·06 Halton 70 None 221 

The August-September S&G reported that: Some minor work was done on the motorglider's engine to secure a loose baffle and 

clear a partially blocked breather tube. Alter a satisfactory ground run the pilot took a flight but during the downwind leg a minor 

vibration started which increased lhen the engine stopped. The pilot made a safe landing with no propeller as the bolts had 

sheared. Subsequent new in/ormation is that: Investigation revealed that the loss of the propeller was due to the fatigue lailure 

01 the bolts securing the propeller back-plate to the crankshaft and not the propeller botts disturbed during the minor 

maintenance. See lull report in the AAIB Bulletin 712006. Ael EW/G2005/03/02 
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Please send the text of your classified advert to 

Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 

- debbie @gliding.co.uk.CaII0116253 1051 

if you have any queries about classified adverts. 


Please remember that. if you are emailing text, 

your advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by post or credit card by the 

deadline. The deadline for classilieds to be 

included in the December 2006 - January 2007 

issue of Sailplane & Gliding is November 3, 

2006, af1er which any adverts received will be 

published in the following issue. 


Text: 80p/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs : £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

Rolax Falke (SF25C) G-FLKS for sale, painted in 
bright yellow providing excellent conspicuity. 5 years 
old. 1500 hours since new. New 912S engine fitted end 
2005. Becker radio. Aerotow hook. Excellent condition. 
£58,000 o.n .o . Contact Mike Woollard on 01462 
711934 or 07974 106190. 

Janus C 20m - 1983 (late model). Recent refinish in 
Swabalack. 2 full panels : SDI C3 computer coupled to 
GPS, AVCom radio. 2 personal parachutes. Full year 
CofA. Jaxida covers (2 yearold) ; full towout kit. 
Aluminium trailer with new twinaxle gear. View 
Lasham . £36000 ono. Tel 01252 404167 or e-mail 
h.torode@ntlworld.com . 

LSS-IS. Very good condition. Built 1996. Complete 
with two year old Shirenewton trailer incorporating 
rotating wing dollies for one man rig in less than 15 
minutes. £41,500. Brian Scougall 01577 861505 

Rolax Falke (SF25C) G-FLKE for sale, painted in 
bright yellow providing excellent conspicuity. 4 years 
old. 1200 hours since new. Becker radio. Aerotow 
hook. Excellent condition. £52,500 o.n.o. Contact Mike 
WOOllard on 01462 711934 or 07974106190. 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

x/c site - friendly club 
Good glider availability 

Web info: www.users.bigpond,(om/keepitsoaring 

E-mail: keepitsoaring@bigpond.com 


GIZMO INSTRUMENTS 

Digital Altimeter Vario/ averoger 

£199 inc. VAT £249 inc. VAT 

Latest, state of the art, quality 
instruments at affordable prices. 

For furl her deloils or 10 buy online visil 
www.gizmo-inslrumenls.(o.uk or (011 

(01550) 779107 
Gizmo Instruments are designed and manufactured by 


Premier Electronics (UK) Ltd 


Saifplane & Gliding 
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BRITISH TEAM - SPONSORSHIP MANAGER 
The British Gliding Team is currently number one in the world and the BGA would like to keep it 
that way. The Team participates in several International competitions each year and being able to 
fund the team properly will make a big difference to the team's future success. 

The BGA is looking for someone to join the team to help with obtaining and managing sponsor
ship and other alternative forms of funding. 

This role will suit someone with time, enthusiasm and some appropriate commercial experience who would like 
to be involved with the British Team. 

If you would like more details of what is involved, please contact Pete Stratten at the BGA pete@gliding.co.uk 

ASW 28115 tinted canopy leather upholstery Cobra 
trailer full panel imaculate condition with your own 
comp No applied £37800. Contact zulu glasstek 
01844208157. 

FOR NEXT SEASON JOIN THE 50-1 CLUB AT 
REALISTIC COST. 3000' & 20 + Air Miles to home and 
you can do it. 51 years since solo means by big bird 
has to go. LAC 12 based Halton . One owner since 
new. Rigging aids for this OAP. Best offer secures. 
Tel: Mick (H) 01923 246208 Wk 01923 225233 

GO silhouette parachute bought new late 2003 but 
never worn. Cost £925 accept £825 ana. Garmin 
GPSmap 96C bought new in 2005 includes BGA turning 
point data base and mounting cradle for use in different 
aircraft Cost £450 accept £350 ana, e-mail: mike.beat
tie@jmbt.co.uk or 07854 337691 

SURREY HILLS GLIDING CLUB 
Kenley Airfield 

FULL-TIME STAFF 

INSTRUCTOR 


The Surrey Hills Gliding Club has a 
vacancy for a Full-time Staff Instructor to 

work weekdays only from April 2007. 
The successful candidate would have a 

B .G.A . Full cat rating. 

For more information please apply in writing fa: 
Marc Corrance, SHGC. Kenley Airfield. Kenley. 


Surrey, C R8 5YG 

Websile: Www. southlondongliding.co.uk 


Emai l: surreyhillsgc@gmail.com 


LS6c-18w, 15/18m winglets , 1997. 160 launches, only 
550 hrs. Full panel inc. LX5000, Bohli mechanical, 
Becker radio . PZL T&S. Cobra trailer, tow-out gear, 
water ballasting equipment, Emfo complete glider cov
ers. UK CoA till Jun-07. No accidents, immaculate. 
Superb handling & performance. Emai l: iain.baker@air
bus.com. Tel: +44776134999 

VENTUS 2ax, hull only. Excellent condition. Finished 
in schwabbellack. Cobra trailer. Tow-out gear. c400hr 
use. £42,000 + vat. Martyn Wells 07801324019, 
01608684217 

Slingsby Capstan Excellent side by side trainer in 
good condition . Always hangared and maintained at 
Navy gliding club £6,500.01326221670 

Super Blanik 'FXP' for sale in excellent condition . 
1990 1100 hours tota l time and 2,700 launches. 
Painted in white and red colour scheme. Can be 
viewed at Dunstable. Complete wi th relatively new 
double axle aluminium Schofield trailer. £15 ,500. 
Contact Mike Woollard 07974 106 190 or 01462 
711934 

Pilatus 84 (Fully Aerobatic Version) for sale. 
White/burgundy. Excellent condition. Aluminium trailer. 
Covers and tow out gear. £t2 ,500 ono View 
Dunstable. Contact Mike Woollard 01462-711 934 or 
07974-106190 

STEMME IN NEW ZEALAND I operate lust as Tug did 
in Spain. Based at Wanaka, nr Omarama. shared cost 
flying in the Southern Alps. Contact Owen 
01208863280, or e-mail owentruelove@onetel.com 

Rhonlerche K4 two seater tandem glider. BGA No. 
1789. Jan 1973, hangared-de-rigged- Denbigh G.C. 
Flying condition. Offers invited. Tel : 019278 710317 or 
0151 3362830 

SILENE - side by side seat glider, two quarte r shares 
lor sale. based at Husbands Bosworth. Or complete 
glider lor sale with trailer, 17M, 37:1 glide angle, 
recently refurbiShed. All in good condition. Details 
Barry Broom on 01455 554946 or 
e-mail: barry_broom@btinternet.com 

DG 505 Orion for Sale complete with Cobra trailer 
and well instrumented. 3 wing configurations. Approx 
600 hours total time since new. 5 years old. Excellent 
condition £57,500 o.n.O Contact Mike Wooll ard on 
01462711934 or 07974106190. 

DISCUS b 112 share Benalla.Australia. Good condi
tion,instruments,tow gear, trailer. hanger slot. £12,000. 
07801 324019 

Following Ihe loss of Peler Fuller - SSG cartoon is I for very 
many years - Belh Fuller is offering his collection of S&Gs 
free 10 a good home (recipient to col lect) . They consist of 
complete. unbou nd runs from t963-t97t and t98t -2004 
with further individual copies from t 960, 1962. t 972. 1979 
and 1980. She also has a number of aViation books, mostly 
on the subiecl of pre-World War Two aviation, which she 
wishes to sell. You can contact her. preferably 
eveningsiWeekends, on 0208 977 4053. 

FOR NEXT SEASON JOIN THE 50-1 CLUB AT 
REALISTIC COST. 3000' & 20 + Air Miles to 
home and you can do it. 51 years since solo 
means by big bird has to go. LAC 12 based 
Halton. One owner since new. Rigging aids for 
this ~AP. Best offer secures. Tel: Mick (H) 
01923 246208 Wk 01923 225233 

Ontur flying starts in March 2006 
For details of how you can enjoy 
the wonderful experience of Southern Spain, go to 

www.soaringclub.com 

o LS8, LS4 & Pegasus 

o On-site accommodation 

or telephone +33 254 30 1077 or +34 667 554 102 

o NEW - Mains electricity 

OOnly 100km from Alicante 
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Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden , All covers are made of white 
waterproof web and have very high UV 
protection, All Sewing is with double thread. 
We give you 4 years guarantee on the 
Materials, Easy to wash. I will send product and 
materials information if you wish . 

For more information 
lars-Erik Blom, Emfo AB Sweden 

Fax 46 50415161 
Email: emfo@telia.com 
Internet: www.emfo.se 

Falke 2000 G-BODU for sale, fully refurbished 3 years 
ago with genuine Limbach replacement engine and 
painted in bright yellow providing excellent conspicuity. 
Good condition, £35,000 O,n ,O. Contact Mike Woollard 
on 01462 711934 or 07974106190. 

ELLtOn'S OLYMPIA 403. Unique glider built for 
1957 World Championships. 17m wlspan, Laminar 
flow wing , 35/1 glide ratio, Trailer. Excellent condition . 
£2,000 ana. 

DISCUS CS WL, £30,750 ono, full outfit, Superb con· 
dition, Professionally refinished 2005, parachute, 720 
radio, SOl C3, fibreglass top trailer in excellent cond
tion, 01858575613, e·mail: siobhan@crabb.biz 

MASON RESTORATION 

jJ'j 

Glider and Motorglider 

CotA Inspections 


Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 


Wood and Glassfibre 


27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 

Spalding, Lines PEI2 6EH 


Phone: Dave Mason 01775723737 

Email: silent.night@virgin.net 


SZD Pirat Excellent performer, with good handling and 
a wide speed range, Hangared and maintained at 
Navy GC £5000.0001326221670 

WANTED SECTtON 

Wanted 3 syndicate partners to buy Nimbus 4DM to 
be flown from Dunkerswell £20,000 each Phone Trevor 
on 07813275950, 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

COURSE tNSTRUCTOR FOR 2007. Send CV to 
Chairman, Shenington Glidng Club, Shenington 
Airfield, Banbury, axon. OX15 6NY or Telephone 077 
22570788 

British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the same time Please complete Ihe lorm below and return it to the BGA with 
enable Ihe Philip Wills Memorial Fund to make loans to clubs for your payment. Please note that only BGA members and their fam· 
site purchase and development. ilies may participate and that the BGA is registered' under the 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 and has room for many Lotteries And Amusements Act 1976 with Leicester City Council. 
more participants, Starting in February 2003 the first prize winner Pete Stratten, Promoter 
drawn will take half the prize money each month and the next two r---------------------··-------------------------- --
drawn will take a quarter each, 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial Fund to help 

with its work in developing BGA clubs and the other HALF is dis· 
tributed each month in the lonm of 3 CASH PRIZES, The more par· 
ticipants we have. the greater the prize money pool. 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the prize money pool. 
Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at £1 ,00 

each ,Those whose money has been received at the BGA by theend 
of each month will then participate in the draw on the first 
Wednesday 01 each following month, Tickets will not be issued in 
order to keep the administrative costs low but each member will 
purchase a "number" which will go into the draw, It is hoped that 
members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a time, 
Winners will receive their prizes direct from the BGA and a list of 
their names will be published in S&G, 

To: Pete Stratten, British Gliding Association, Kimber1ey House, 
Vaughan Way, Leicester LEl 4SE 

Please include me in the "1000 club" and I enclose £12.00 
(payable to BGA) for twelve months of entries, or muniples thereof. 

Name 

Signed 

Address 
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mechanical attitude indicators. 

GLIDER GLIDER 
Mail Order Sales ~... lat'lonav' Mall Order Fax 

01865841441 ....., 01865842495 

OYNON 010A Electronic 
Flight Information System 

Dynon's EFIS-D10A is fast becoming the most popular Electronic 

Flight Information System on the market. This instrument fits into a 


standard 80mm panel cut-out, making it an ideal candidate for replacing 


This innovative design consolidates 10 flight instruments that are displayed on a sunlight 
readable, 4" diagonal, colour LCD. Six buttons below the LCD allow pilots to perform flight 
related functions, configure the instrument and perform initial calibrations. 

An optional Li-ion backup battery will keep the instrument running for 2 hours in the event 
of power failure. 

10 primary functions supplied with the EFIS-D10A include: 

• Attitude Indicator 
• Airspeed Indicator 
• Altimeter 
• Vertical Speed Indicator 
• Gyro-Stabilised Magnetic Compass 
• Slip ball 
• Turn rate 
• Clock/Timer 
• G meter 
• Voltmeter 

DYNOND10A £1,675.00 
BACK UP BATTERY £115.00 

SOOk scotland 6Jul 06 (Ed. 24) 20 Dec 07 (Ed. 25) 
Demand systems: 

2S0k 1. N.Scotiand West 19 feb 04 (Ed. 3) 31 Aug 06 (Ed. 4) 
Comprising cylinder, reQlulator, 

CAA Aeronautical Charts 
Due to a number of airspace changes since the publication of the 
Southern England IT Wales 1:500,000 aeronautical chart, edition 
32 earlier this year, the CAA has recently published a second 
chart, edition 32A. This chart came in effect on 31 August and 
replaces the previous edition. 

Chart Name Current Date Next Planned Date/s 

sOak Southern England & Wales 
SOak Nor thern England & 
Northern Ireland 

31 August 06 (Ed. 32A) 

11 May 06 (Ed. 29) 

1S Mar 07 (Ed. 33) 

10 May 07 (Ed. 30) 

Oxygen price check 
Constant Flow Systems: 
Comprising cylinder, regulator, flow 
meter needle valve, face mask and 
cannula 

With 1801tr, 2481tr or 4151tr aluminium 
cylinder £325.00 

With 3111tr Kevlar cylinder £450.00 

250k .2 . N.Scotland East 6 lui 06 (Ed. 4) rac 
.250k 3. N.lreland 7 lui 05 (Ed. 4) 7Jun 07 (Ed. 5) 
.25Ok 4. The Borders 13 Apr 06 (Ed. 5) rac 
250k 5. Central England & wales 14 April OS (Ed. 6) 12 Apr 07 (Ed. 7) 
.2 50k 6. England East 8 Jun 06 (Ed. 7) rac 
250k 7. West & South Wales 4 Aug 05 (Ed. 5) 2 Aug 07 (Ed. 6) 
.2 50 8. England South 13 Apr 06 (Ed. 10) 15 Feb 07 (Ed. 11) 

1 :50k london Helicopter Chart 25 Nov 04 (Ed. 11) 23 Nov 06 (Ed. 12) 

Any CAA charts £13.99 - please specify chart required when ordering 

electronic demand delivery 
system, face mask and cannula 

With 180ltr, 2481tr or 4151tr 
aluminium cylinder £535.00 

With 3111tr kevlar cylinder 
£759.00 

http:1,675.00
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